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REAL PARTY IN INTEREST 

The real party in interest is the named inventor. Shelly Lenna Bauerly ("Bauerly"), 
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RELATED APPEALS AND INTERFERENCES 
None. 
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STATUS OF CLAIMS 

Prosecution has encompassed claims 1-41. Claims 3, 33, 34 and 40 have been cancelled. 
Claims 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 19, 20, 29, 30, 31, 32, 35, 36, 39 have been withdrawn pending the allowance of 
a generic base claim. Claims 21 and 26 have been objected to, but would be allowable if rewritten to 
include the limitations of their base claims and any intervening claims. Claims 1, 2, 4, 10, 1 1, 12, 13, 
14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 22, 23, 24, 25, 27, 28, 37, 38 and 41 have been rejected. Claims 1, 2, 13, 14, 22, 
and 37 are being appealed. 
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STATUS OF AMENDMENTS 

No amendment have been filed since the Final Office Action of January 1, 2008. 
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SUMMARY OF CLAIMED SUBJECT MATTER 

All page and line numbers referenced herein are drawn from the application as originally 
submitted, which is presented as Exhibit 1. 

The following elements are recited in Independent Claim 1: 

a purse hanger (20) 

See Fig. 1. Also shown without call-out number in Figs. 2, 3, 4, 5, 16 and 19. See page 1, lines 29, 
31; page 2, lines 1-2, 11; page 3, line 17; page 5, lines 17, 20, 25; page 6, line 12, 28-30; page 11, 
lines 3, 12, 24-27; page 12, lines 15, 16, 17, 21, 31;page 14, line 31; page 15, line 1. 

a rigid interface member (22) 

The rigid interface member is the solid part of the purse hanger that rests above a table top. 
See Figs. 1, 2, 3, 4, 9, 10, 1 1, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16 and page 5, line 26; page 6, lines 6-19; page 7, lines 
4-21 . An altemative embodiment is shown in Fig. 1 8, the rigid interface member 25 includes a rigid 
frame 26 and legs 87 with protective cork or felt pads 28. A discussion directed specifically to the 
rigid interface member, functionality, and components thereof is found from page 7, line 4 through 
page 9, line 7, and detailed discussion is also found on page 10, lines 1-28 and page 12, lines 1-24. 
Additional references to the rigid interface member, or the operation thereof, are found on page 2, 
lines 11-15, 20-21; page 4, lines 17-21, lines 26-31; page 5,lines 5-6, 8-9, 17-18, 26; page 6, lines 1- 
4, 6-13, 18; page 9, line 22; page 11, line 26;; page 13; line 1 1; page 15, line 1. 

a Planar interface area (23, 28) 

See page 6, lines 6-13, page 7, lines 5-21, page 8, lines 6-7, page 9, lines 22-24, page 1 1 line 
22 through page 12, line 24. Figures 2, 12, 13 and 18 reference the planar interface area by all out 
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number. The planar interface area 23 can be the area defined by a protective member such as cork, 
felt, etc. coating discussed on page 6, line 6. In an altemative embodiment depicted in Fig. 18, the 
planar interface region comprises the upper triangle (shown in phantom) touching the bottom of foot 
pads 28 and coextensive with the horizontal limits of the triangular colunm 69 defining the stable 
region beneath the rigid interface member. 

a rigid arm 145 ) with a proximal segment (50) terminating at a proximal end, a distal 
segment temiinating at a distal end (55) . and a central extension disposed between a 
proximal segment and a distal segment 

The rigid arm (45), its component parts, and its relationship to the rigid interface member are 
discussed in detail from page 9, line 4 through page 11, line 20, and page 5, line 30 through page 6, 
line 4. Additionally, the rigid arm, and features associated therewith, are described on page 2, lines 
13-21; page 3, lines 1-6; page 4, lines 1 1-12, 20-21, 26-27; page 6, lines 1-4, 1 1-13; page 9, Imes 4- 
7; page 7 line 13; page 1 1, lines 22-29; and page 12, lines 13-24, 28. 

Within the Figures, the rigid arm (45) is depicted with reference number in Figs. 1-6, 14, 17 
and 19, and is show in part without call out number in Figs. 7-8, 10-12, 15, 17 and 18. The rigid arm 
is discussed with specificity from page 9, line 9 through page 1 1, line 20. The rigid arm (45) is 
referenced by number in Figs. 1-6, 14, 17 and 19, and is show in part without call out number in 
Figs.7.8, 10-12, 15,17andl8. 

The "proximal segment" or "horizontal extension" (50) that couples to the neck of the rigid 
interface member is referenced by number in Figs. 2, 4, 5, 1 1,. It is show without call-out number in 
Figs. 1,3, 10 

The "central extension" of the rigid arm is depicted in Figs. 2, 5, 7, 8, 12, 14, 16 and 19 as the 
portion of the rigid arm extending from the proximal segment to the distal segment. In Fig. 19, the 
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central extension is depicted as a long progressively curved member extending from the "horizontal 
extension" (50) to the distal segment. In Figs. 2, 5, 7, 8, 12, 14, and 16, the "central extension" 
includes a "vertical extension" (51), and an angled member extending from the vertical extension 
(51) to the distal segment. 

wherein the central extension curves into the distal segment which extends verticallv 
downward from the central extension when the distal end is positioned vertically beneath 
the planar interface area 

See Figs. 1, 2, 12, 13 and 19. See page 2, lines 13-15, page 6, 1-4, 11-13; page 11, lines 22- 
28, page 12, lines 9-1 1 and 21-24. 

a flexible member (60) 

See Figs. 1-6, 16, 17 and 19. A typographical error in Fig. 19 depicts this element as 63. The 
flexible member is properly referred to as element 60 throughout the rest of the disclosure. Page 12, 
line 26 through page 13, line 3 1 of the specification is directed specifically to the flexible member. 
Additionally, reference is made to the flexible member on page 2, line 16, page 3, lines 4, 18; line 4, 
page 8, 9; page 5, line 9, 12, 14; page 6, line 15, 17, 27, 28; page 11, line 12. 

a purse engagement member (70) 

This element refers to the loop of the purse holder that engages the purse strap in Figures 1-5, 
and 19. This element is shown without call-out number in Fig. 16. Within the disclosure the purse 
engagement member is also referred to as a "rigid loop" and a "purse engagement loop." This 
element is discussed in detail on page 14, lines 1-28. Reference is also made to this element on page 
6, lines 15-17, 29-30; page 13, line 30, page 13, line 1 and page 15, lines 1-2. 
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The following elements are recited in Independent Claim 22 

a hohzontal surface (21) 

See Figs. 1, 2, 3. Also shown without call out number in Figs. 13, 14 and 19. Variously 
referred to as a "horizontal surface" and a "table," "tabletop," "table surface" and "bar" within the 
specification, see page 1, line 9, 13-20, 29-31; page 2, lines 8, 12-13; page 3, line 24; page 5, line 
26; page 6, lines 9, 18, 19, 26; page 7, line 6, 13, 17; page 11, lines 4, 25; page 12, lines 2, 5; page 
13, line 11, page 14, line 31. 

a purse hanger (20) 

See Fig. 1. Also shown without call-out number in Figs. 2, 3, 4, 5, 16 and 19. See page 1, lines 29, 
31; page 2, lines 1-2, 11; page 3, line 17; page 5, lines 17, 20, 25; page 6, line 12, 28-30; page 11, 
lines 3, 12, 24-27; page 12, lines 15, 16, 17, 21, 31;page 14, line 31; page 15, line 1. 

a rigid interface member (22) 

The rigid interface member is the solid part of the purse hanger that rests above a table top. 
See Figs. 1, 2, 3, 4, 9, 10, 1 1, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16 and page 5, line 26; page 6, lines 6-19; page 7, lines 
4-21. An alternative embodiment is shown in Fig. 18, the rigid interface member 25 includes a 
frame 26 and legs 87 with protective cork or felt pads 28. A discussion directed specifically to the 
rigid interface member, functionality, and components thereof is found from page 7, line 4 through 
page 9, line 7, and detailed discussion is also found on page 10, lines 1-28 and page 12, lines 1-24. 
Additional references to the rigid interface member, or the operation thereof, are found on page 2, 
lines 11-15, 20-21; page 4, lines 17-21, lines 26-31; page 5,lines 5-6, 8-9, 17-18, 26; page 6, lines 1- 
4, 6-13, 18; page 9, line 22; page 11, line 26;; page 13; line 11; page 15, line 1. 



a planar interface (23, 28) 
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See page 6, lines 6-13, page 7, lines 5-21, page 8, lines 6-7, page 9, lines 22-24, page 1 1 line 
22 through page 12, line 24. Figures 2, 12, 13 and 18 reference the planar interface area by all out 
number. The planar interface area 23 can be the area defined by a protective member such as cork, 
felt, etc. coating discussed on page 6, line 6. In an altemative embodiment depicted in Fig. 18, the 
planar interface region comprises the upper triangle (shown in phantom) touching the bottom of foot 
pads 28 and coextensive with the horizontal limits of the triangular column 69 defining the stable 
region beneath the rigid interface member. 

a rigid arm (45) with a proximal segment (50) terminating at a proximal end, a distal 
segment terminating at a distal end (55) , and a central extension extending from a the 
proximal segment through a first bend, and extending into the distal segment through a 
second bend, the central extension being oriented, at least in part, in a direction different 
from the proximal segment, and in a direction different from the distal segment, the proximal 
end being coupled to said rigid interface member (22) 

The rigid arm (45) and its component parts are discussed in detail from page 9, lines 9-27, 
through page 1 1, line 20, and page 5, line 30 through page 6, line 4. Additionally, the rigid arm, and 
features associated therewith, are described on page 2, lines 13-21; page 3, lines 1-6; page 4, lines 
1 1-12, 20-21, 26-27; page 6, lines 1-4, 1 1-13; page 9, lines 4-7; page 7 line 13; page 1 1, lines 22-29; 
and page 12, lines 13-24, 28. The rigid arm (45) is referenced by number in Figs. 1-6, 14, 17 and 19, 
and is show in part without call out number in Figs. 7-8, 10-12, 15, 17 and 18. 

The "proximal segment" or "horizontal extension" (50) that couples to the neck of the rigid 
interface member is referenced in Figs. 2, 4, 5, 1 1. It is show without call-out number in Figs. 1, 3, 
10. 



12 

Appeal Brief of Lenna Bauerly U.S. Pat. App. No. 1 0/763,426 



The "central extension" of the rigid arm is depicted in Figs. 2, 5, 7, 8, 12, 14, 16 and 19 as the 
portion of the rigid arm extending from the proximal segment to the distal segment. In Fig. 19, the 
central extension is depicted as a long progressively curved member extending from the "horizontal 
extension" (50) to the distal segment. In Figs. 2, 5, 7, 8, 12, 14, and 16, the "central extension" 
includes a 'Vertical extension" (51), and an angled member extending from the vertical extension 
(5 1 ) to the distal segment. 

wherein the rigid arm is configured to position the distal segment in a vertical 
orientation that is vertically aligned beneath the rigid interface member when the rigid 
interface member is disposed on the horizontal surface 

See page 6, lines 11-13; page 9, lines 21-24, page 9, line 29 through page 10, line 28; page 
11, lines 22-29, page 12, lines 13-24. See also Figs. 2 and 19 for illustration of alignment beneath 
the rigid interface member, and Figs. 10-16 for design features contributing to self orientation 
vertically beneath the rigid interface member. 

a flexible member with first and second ends, said first end of said flexible member 
secured to said distal end of said rigid arm 

See Figs. 1-6, 16, 17 and 19. A typographical error in Fig. 19 depicts this element as 63. The 
flexible member is properly referred to as element 60 throughout the rest of the disclosure. Page 12, 
line 26 through page 13, line 31 of the specification is directed specifically to the flexible member. 
Additionally, reference is made to the flexible member on page 2, line 16, page 3, lines 4, 18; line 4, 
page 8, 9; page 5, line 9, 12, 14; page 6, line 15, 17, 27, 28; page 1 1, line 12. 

a purse engagement member (70) coupled with said second end of said flexible 
member 
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The purse engagement member 70 is the loop of the purse holder that engages the purse strap 
in Figures 1-5, and 19. It is also shown without call-out number 70 on Fig. 16. Within the disclosure 
the purse engagement member is also referred to as a "rigid loop" and a "purse engagement loop." 
This element is discussed in detail on page 14, lines 1-28. Reference is made to this element on page 
6, lines 15-17, 29-30; page 13, line 30, page 13, line 1 and page 15, lines 1-2. 

The following elements are recited in Independent Claim 37: 
a purse hanger (20) 

See Fig. 1. Also shown without call-out number in Figs. 2, 3, 4, 5, 16 and 19. See page 1, lines 29, 
31;page2, lines 1-2, 11; page 3, line 17; page 5, lines 17, 20, 25; page 6, line 12, 28-30; page 11, 
lines 3, 12, 24-27; page 12, lines 15, 16, 17, 21, 31;page 14, line 31; page 15, line 1. 

a rioid interface member (22) 

The rigid interface member is the solid part of the purse hanger that rests above a table top. 
See Figs. 1, 2, 3, 4, 9, 10, 1 1, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16 and page 5, line 26; page 6, lines 6-19; page 7, lines 
4-21. Fig. 18 discloses an alternative embodiment of a rigid interface member 25 which includes a 
frame 26 and legs 87 with protective cork or felt pads 28. A discussion directed specifically to the 
rigid interface member, functionality, and components thereof is foimd from page 7, line 4 through 
page 9, line 7, and detailed discussion is also found on page 10, lines 1-28 and page 12, lines 1-24. 
Additional references to the rigid interface member, or the operation thereof, are foimd on page 2, 
lines 1 1-15, 20-21; page 4, lines 17-21, lines 26-31; page 5,lmes 5-6, 8-9, 17-18, 26; page 6, lines 1- 
4, 6-13, 18; page 9, line 22; page 1 1, line 26;; page 13; line 1 1; page 15, line 1. 



a planar interface area (23, 28) 
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See page 6, lines 6-13, page 7, lines 5-21, page 8, lines 6-7, page 9, lines 22-24, page 1 1 line 
22 through page 12, line 24. Figures 2, 12, 13 and 18 reference the planar interface area by all out 
number. The planar interface area 23 can be the area defined by a protective member such as cork, 
felt, etc. coating discussed on page 6, line 6. In an alternative embodiment depicted in Fig. 1 8, the 
planar interface region comprises the upper triangle (shown in phantom) touching the bottom of foot 
pads 28 and coextensive with the horizontal limits of the triangular column 69 defining the stable 
region beneath the rigid interface member. 

a bent rigid arm (45) with a proximal segment (50) terminating at a proximal end, and 
a distal segment terminating at a distal end (55) . wherein the proximal segment is coupled 
to said interface member (22) in an orientation substantially parallel to the planar interface 
area. 

The rigid arm (45) and its component parts are discussed in detail fi-om page 9, lines 9-27, 
through page 11, line 20, and page 5, line 30 through page 6, line 4. Additionally, the rigid arm, and 
features associated therewith, are described on page 2, lines 13-21; page 3, lines 1-6; page 4, lines 
1 1-12, 20-21, 26-27; page 6, lines 1-4, 1 1-13; page 9, lines 4-7; page 7 line 13; page 1 1, lines 22-29; 
and page 12, lines 13-24, 28. The rigid arm (45) is referenced by number in Figs. 1-6, 14, 17 and 19, 
and is show in part without call out nximber in Figs. 7-8, 10-12, 15, 17 and 18. 

The "proximal segment" or "horizontal extension" (50) that couples to the neck of the rigid 
interface member is referenced by number in Figs. 2, 4, 5, 1 1 . It is show without call-out number in 
Figs. 1,3, 10. 

The "central extension" of the rigid arm is depicted in Figs. 2, 5, 7, 8, 12, 14, 16 and 19 as the 
portion of the rigid arm extending from the proximal segment to the distal segment. In Fig. 19, the 
central extension is depicted as a long progressively curved member extending from the "horizontal 
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extension" (50) to the distal segment. In Figs. 2, 5, 7, 8, 12, 14, and 16, the "central extension" 
includes a "vertical extension" (51), and an angled member extending from the vertical extension 
(51) to the distal segment. 

the rigid arm being configured such that the distal segment is aligned in a vertical 
orientation vertically beneath the planar interface area when the planar interface area is 
horizontal. 

See page 6, lines 1 1-13; page 9, lines 21-24, page 9, line 29 through page 10, line 28; page 
11, lines 22-29, page 12, lines 13-24. See also Figs. 2 and 19 for illustration of alignment beneath 
the rigid interface member, and Figs. 10-16 for design features contributing to self orientation 
vertically beneath the rigid interface member. 

and wherein the distal end (55) comprises a securement member (61 ) 

"Securement member" 61 is also called the "upper flexible member coupling" within the 
disclosure. See page 6, lines 15-16, page 9, lines 26-27, page 12, lines 27-28, page 13, lines 15-18. 
This element is illustrated with call out number 61 in Figs. 2, 5, 6, 16, 17 and 19. 

a flexible member (60) with first and second ends, said first end of said flexible 
member secured to the securement member (61 ) 

See Figs. 1-6, 16, 17 and 19. A typographical error in Fig. 19 depicts this element as 63. The 
flexible member is properly referred to as element 60 throughout the rest of the disclosure. Page 12, 
line 26 through page 13, line 31 of the specification is directed specifically to the flexible member. 
Additionally, reference is made to the flexible member on page 2, line 16, page 3, lines 4, 18; line 4, 
page 8, 9; page 5, line 9, 12, 14; page 6, line 15, 17, 27, 28; page 11, line 12. 
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a purse engagement member (70) coupled with said second end of said flexible 
member 

The purse engagement member (70) refers to the loop of the purse holder that engages the 
purse strap in Figures 1-5, and 19. Also shown without call-out number 70 on Fig. 16. Within the 
disclosure the purse engagement member is also referred to as a "rigid loop" and a "purse 
engagement loop." This element is discussed in detail on page 14, lines 1-28. Reference is also 
made to this element on page 6, lines 15-17, 29-30; page 13, line 30, page 13, line 1 and page 15, 
lines 1-2. 

The following elements are recited in dependent claim 2: 
purse hanger (20) 

See Fig. 1. Also shown without call-out number in Figs. 2, 3, 4, 5, 16 and 19. See page 1, lines 29, 
31; page 2, lines 1-2, 11; page 3, line 17; page 5, lines 17, 20, 25; page 6, line 12, 28-30; page 1 1, 
lines 3, 12, 24-27; page 12, lines 15, 16, 17, 21, 31;page 14, line 31; page 15, line 1. 

distal end of said rigid arm (45) 

The rigid arm (45) is depicted and identified by call out number in Figs. 2, 3, 4, 14 and 16. 
An alternative embodiment of a rigid arm is disclosed and identified by call out number in Fig. 19. 
The rigid arm if further depicted without call out number in its entirety in Figs. 1,11,12, and 18. 
The rigid arm is specifically discussed in detail from page 9, line 4 through page 1 1, line 20, and is 
discussed in some detail on page 5, line 30 through page 6, line 4. Additionally, the rigid arm, and 
features associated therewith, are described on page 2, lines 13-21; page 3, lines 1-6; page 4, lines 
1 1-12, 20-21, 26-27; page 6, lines 1-4, 1 1-13; page 9, lines 4-7; page 7 line 13; page 11, lines 22-29; 
and page 12, lines 13-24, 28. 
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The distal end of the rigid arm is identified by call out number in Figs. 2, 5, 6, 16 and 19. 
The distal end of the rigid arm is discussed, inter alia, on page 2, lines 14-16; page 3, line 5; page 5, 
lines 30 through page 6, line 2, lines 11-15; page 9, lines 24-25; page 1 1, line 2. 

a planar interface area (23, 28) 

See page 6, lines 6-13, page 7, lines 5-21, page 8, lines 6-7, page 9, lines 22-24, page 1 1 line 22 
through page 12, line 24. Figures in which this element is numbered include Figs. 2, 12, 13 and 18, 
the planar interface area 23 is the area defined by a protective member such as cork, felt, etc. coating 
discussed on page 6, line 6. In the alternative embodiment of Fig. 18, planar interface region is 
illustrated by the upper triangle (shown in phantom) touching the bottom of foot pads 28 and 
coextensive with the horizontal limits of the triangular column 69 defining the stable region beneath 
the rigid interface member. 

geometric center of said planar interface area 

Page 11, lines 4-6, page 12, lines 13-24, Figs. 1, 3 and 19. 

The following elements are recited in dependent claim 13 

wherein the first end of the flexible member (60) 

See Figs. 1-6, 16, 17 and 19. A typographical error in Fig. 19 depicts this element as 63. The 
flexible member is properly referred to as element 60 throughout the rest of the disclosure. Page 12, 
line 26 through page 13, line 3 1 of the specification is directed specifically to the flexible member. 
Additionally, reference is made to the flexible member on page 2, line 16, page 3, lines 4, 1 8; line 4, 
page 8, 9; page 5, line 9, 12, 14; page 6, line 15, 17, 27, 28; page 11, line 12. 
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is coupled to the distal (55) end of the rigid arm (45) 

• The rigid arm (45) and its component parts are discussed in detail from page 9, lines 9-27, 

through page 11, line 20, and page 5, line 30 through page 6, line 4. Additionally, the rigid arm, and 
features associated therewith, are described on page 2, lines 13-21; page 3, lines 1-6; page 4, lines 
1 1-12, 20-21, 26-27; page 6, lines 1-4, 1 1-13; page 9, lines 4-7; page 7 line 13; page 11, lines 22-29; 
and page 12, lines 13-24, 28. The rigid arm (45) is referenced by number in Figs. 1-6, 14, 17 and 19, 

0 and is show in part without call out number in Figs. 7-8, 10-12, 15, 17 and 18. The distal end (55) of 

the rigid arm is designated by call out numbers in Figs. 2, 5, 6, 17 and 19. 

0 by a swivel joint (61) 

See Figs. 2, 5, 6, 16, 17 and 19. For specific teaching within the specification, see page 13, lines 13- 
18 and 26-30. 



The following elements are recited in dependent claim 14 

wherein the second end of the flexible member (60) 

See Figs. 1-6, 16, 17 and 19. A typographical error in Fig. 19 depicts this element as 63. The 
flexible member is properly referred to as element 60 throughout the rest of the disclosure. Page 12, 
line 26 through page 13, line 3 1 of the specification is directed specifically to the flexible member. 
Additionally, reference is made to the flexible member on page 2, line 16, page 3, lines 4, 18; line 4, 
page 8, 9; page 5, line 9, 12, 14; page 6, line 15, 17, 27, 28; page 11, line 12. 

is coupled to the purse engagement member (70) 
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The purse engagement member (70) refers to the loop of the purse holder that engages the 
purse strap in Figures 1-5, and 19. Also shown without call-out number 70 on Fig. 16. Within the 
disclosure the purse engagement member is also referred to as a "rigid loop" and a "purse 
engagement loop." This element is discussed in detail on page 14, lines 1-28. Reference is also 
made to this element on page 6, lines 15-17, 29-30; page 13, line 30, page 13, line 1 and page 15, 
lines 1-2. i 

by a swivel joint (62) 

\ . I. 

See Figures 2, 5, 16, 17 and 19. For specific teaching within the specification, see page 13, lines 13 
18 and 26-30. 

I 
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GROUNDS OF REJECTION TO BE REVIEWED ON APPEAL 

Whether claims 1-2, 13-14, 22 and 37 are unpatentable under 35 U.S.C. § 103 over G.B. 
Patent No. 2,253,998 to Lurie et al. in view of JP 10-1 13275 to Omura. 
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ARGUMENTS 



Rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) over GB Patent No. 2,253,998 to Lurie in view of JP 10- 
113275 to Omura. 

REVIEW OF PRIOR ART CITED IN REJECTION 

GB 2^53,998 to Lurie , submitted herewith as Exhibit 4, is directed to a purse hanger. 
Figures 1, 2 and 6 of Lurie disclose a purse hanger including a rigid interface member ("housing" 12) 
resting on a table, and a rigid arm ("elongated shaft" 13) extending from the housing outward parallel 
to the counter or table top, and then bending downward to form a "support arm 14" (Lurie, page 6). 
The Lurie purse hanger fimctions by a "zero moment" design in which the center of gravity of a 
purse is aligned beneath the rigid interface member. To prevent the purse from sliding off the tip, the 
"Support arm 14 is deflected upwardly into a hook 15 upon which handbag 11 is hung" (Lurie, page 
6). 

Japanese Application 10-113275 JP to Omura, submitted herewith as Exhibit 5, is directed 
to a purse hanger including a rigid arm (" iron bar," element 3) having a proximal end coupled with a 
rigid interface member (the "support backing" 1) by means of a "pivot" 5 including a "bearing, ball 
shaft" 2, and a distal end coupled with the flexible member ("connection tool" 6) by upper flexible 
member coupling ("connection link" 7). The proximal end of the flexible member coupled with the 
distal end of the rigid arm. The distal end of the flexible member is coupled to a rigid loop ("ring 
loop" 8) which is configured to detachable attach to a purse strap. The rigid arm of Omura is 
straight, exhibiting no curvature. A "stopper" 4 is formed on the proximal end of the rigid arm 
adjacent the "pivot" 5. The stopper is positioned to engage the bottom surface of the rigid interface 
member 1 during a pivot process, thereby limiting the pivot range of the rigid arm relative to the 
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rigid interface member (hereinafter the "pivot range") to 90 degrees. A verified translation of Omura 
is presented in Exhibit 6. 

According to the laws of physics, when the rigid interface member of Omura rests on a 
horizontal surface, gravity will cause the rigid arm to orient itself in a vertical orientation. The rigid 
arm extends downward adjacent the edge of a table top or equivalent surface member. The short 
distance firom the edge of the table (Omura, Fig. 4) to the pivot forms a destabilizing moment arm 
which, when operated upon by the downward force of the purse and the weight of purse hanger 
components overhanging the table edge, exerts a counter-clockwise moment (relative to Fig. 4) 
functioning to destabilize the purse hanger from the table top (hereinafter "destabilizing moment.") 

Because the rigid arm of Oumra is straight, the tensile axis of force extending through the 
rigid arm oriented vertically from the link 7 to the pivot 5. Accordingly, the Omura embodiment 
does not stabilize a purse by positioning the center of gravity of a purse beneath a table top. Rather, 
any fimctionality Omura may enjoy is limited to the extent to which the rigid interface member 
disposed above the table top is heavy enough to exert a clockwise moment (according to the 
orientation of Fig. 4 — thereinafter, more generally, a "stabilizing moment,") greater than the 
destabilizing moment. 

Omura was filed in 1998, roughly six years subsequent to the September 1992 filing date of 
Lurie, and had the benefit of the Lurie disclosure. Nevertheless, there is nothing disclosed within 
Omura, nor intuitively obvious from the design or fimctionality of Omura that would lead one to 
orient the distal end of the rigid arm of Omura beneath the table top. The stability of Lurie is 
achieved through a 'zero-moment' aligrmient of forces beneath the table top, and beneath the rigid 
interface member. The stability of Omura is a 'sum-of-the-moments' design, requiring that the rigid 
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interface member exerts a greater stabilizing force than the destabilizing force exerted by the purse 
overhanging the table edge. 

DISCUSSION OF INDEPENDENT CLAIMS 1, 22 and 37 



Claim 1 recites, in part: 

a rigid arm witli a proximal segment terminating at a proximal end, a distal 
segment terminating at a distal end, and a central extension disposed 

0 between a proximal segment and a distal segment, wherein the proximal end 

is coupled with the rigid interface member, the proximal segment being in a 
orientation substantially parallel to the planar interface area and curving into 
the central extension, and wherein the central extension curves into the 
distal segment which extends vertically downward from the central 

0 extension when the distal end is positioned vertically beneath the planar 

interface area; and, 

a flexible member with a first end coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm, and a 
second end coupled to a purse engagement member 



• Independent Claim 22 recites, in part: 

a rigid arm with a proximal segment terminating at a proximal end, a distal 

segment terminating at a distal end, and a central extension extending from 
a the proximal segment through a first bend, and extending into the distal 

• segment through a second bend, the central extension being oriented, at least 

in part, in a direction different from the proximal segment, and in a direction 
different from the distal segment, the proximal end being coupled to said rigid 
interface member, wherein the rigid arm is configured to position the 
distal segment in a vertical orientation that is vertically aligned beneath 

m the rigid interface member when the rigid interface member is disposed 

on the horizontal surface. 
a flexible member with first and second ends, said first end of said flexible member 
secured to said distal end of said rigid arm; 

• Independent Claim 37 recites, in part: 

a bent rigid arm with a proximal segment terminating at a proximal end, and a 

distal segment terminating at a distal end, wherein the proximal segment is 
^ coupled to said interface member in an orientation substantially parallel to the 

planar interface area, the rigid arm being configured such that the distal 
segment is aligned in a vertical orientation vertically beneath the planar 
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interface area when the planar interface area is horizontal, and wherein 
the distal end comprises a securement member; 

PLAIN ERROR IN CHARACTERIZING THE PRIOR ART: A MID POINT IS NOT THE 
DISTAL END 

Within the Office Action, it was suggested that Lurie includes the element, "wherein the 
central extension curves into the distal segment which extends vertically downward 

from the central extension when the distal end is positioned vertically beneath the planar 

interface area. " This limitation is taken from Claim 1. Independent Claims 22 and 37 include 

equivalent limitations. The following reason weis offered within the Office Action: "Note that the 

distal end in this case, the examiner considers as segment 21, 22, 23 15 upon which a handbag, purse 

or the like can be supported or secured." (Office Action, January 10, 2008, page 2, last line through 

page 3, first two lines). Exhibit 2. A similar reason was advanced within the Office Action of Sept. 

28, 2007, "Note that the distal end in this case, the Examiner considers as a hook segment (V- 

shaped) 23, 15, upon which a handbag, purse, or the like, can be supported or secured." (OflFice 

Action of Sept. 28, 2007, page 3, lines 6-7). Exhibit 3. Both quotes are drawn from Lurie, page 7, 

lines 6-14, which can be best xmderstood further referring to Fig. 2 of Lurie. 

"Support shaft 13 depends downwardly forming support arm 14 which is in a planar 
relationship with support shaft 13 (FIGURE 3). Support arm 14 is comprised of 
segments 20, 21 and hook 15. Segment 20 of support arm 14 is perpendicular to 
support shaft 13. Support arm 14 is deflected at 22 separating segments 20 and 21 
whereby segment 21 of support arm 14 is oriented beneath housing 12. Segment 21 of 
support arm 14 depends upwardly at 23 forming hook 15 upon which a handbag, 
purse or the like can be supported (FIGURE (Lurie, page 7, lines 6-14). 

The "hook 15" described in Lurie, however, is not formed at the distal end of the rigid arm of 
Lurie. Rather, it is formed by the intersection of two segments of the rigid arm of Lurie. 
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Notwithstanding how the Examiner wishes to interpret the words of Independent Claims 1, 
22 and 37, Merriam- Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, Tenth Edition, Copyright 2000, Springfield 
Mass. (hereinafter "Merriam- Webster") defines "distal" as "situated away fi-om the point of 
attachment or origin of a central point, esp. of the body" (p. 336). (Exhibit 7). Merriam Webster 
further defines "end" as "a point that marks the extent of something," and "the point where something 
ceases to exist," (p. 380). (Exhibit 7). In view of the foregoing definitions: 

1) Under no construction of the English language can the crux of the V-shaped element 
of the rigid arm of the Lurie purse hanger be defined as the "distal end", as suggested in both the 
Office Actions of September 28, 2007 and January 10, 2008. 

2) Under no construction of the English language can four separate elements of Lurie, 
"21, 22, 23 15 upon which a handbag, purse or the like can be supported or secxired" (Office Action, 
January 10, 2008") be construed as the distal end or the distal segment. (See Fig. 2 of Lurie). 
Moreover, none of the four elements 21, 22, 23 or 15 cited by the Examiner display a vertical 
orientation. 

As defined both by the dictionary, and by any reasonable definition, the distal segment 
terminating in the distal end ("the point where something ceases to exist,") of the rigid arm of Lurie 
is the portion of the arm pointing at an upward angle after the V-shaped bend of Lurie. Appellant 
respectfiilly submits, therefore, that the rejection was predicated upon plain error by the Examiner, 
and that this element recited in the independent Claims are not present in Lurie, Omura, nor their 
combination. Appellant fiirther submits that the Examiner's confusion in the matter is fiirther 
evidence that this element is not obvious. 
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PLAIN ERROR IN CHARACTERIZING THE PRIOR ART: HORIZONTAL IS NOT THE SAME 
AS VERTICAL 

Within the Office Action, it was suggested that Lurie includes the element, "wherein the 
central extension curves into the distal segment which extends vertically downward 

from the central extension when the distal end is positioned vertically beneath the planar 
interface area " (recited herein from Claim 1, with equivalent limitations in Independent Claims 22 
and 37). 

Appellant respectfully submits respectfully submits that the Examiner's characterization of 
Lurie is, prima facie, simply wrong, lacking rigor and credibility, and inconsistent with the plain 
meaning of the English language. Of the five elements of the Lurie rigid arm, 20, 21, 22, 23 and 15, 
cited by the Examiner on page 2 of the Office Action of January 10, 2008, only one, element 20, 
displays a vertical orientation, and this element is adjacent the table top, as seen in Fig. 2 and 
discussed on page 7, lines 9-10 of Lurie. It is not beneath the rigid interface member of Lurie. No 
segment of the rigid arm of Lurie disposed beneath the rigid interface member is oriented vertically, 
and the distal segment of the rigid arm of Lurie bends at an upward angle. "Support arm 14 is 
deflected upwardly into a hook 15 upon which handbag 11 is hung" (Lurie, page 6, italics and bold 
added). As noted above, independent claim 1 includes the limitation of a "distal segment which 
extends vertically downward." Claim 22 similarly recites "wherein the rigid ami is configured 
to position the distal segment in a vertical orientation," and claim 37 recites wherein "the rigid 
arm being configured such that the distal segment is aligned in a vertical orientation." 

Therefore, even assuming, arguendo, that the 'V-Shaped' segment of the rigid arm of Lurie 
somehow corresponds to the "distal end" recited in Claim 1, as suggested by the Examiner, the basic 
laws of calculus (max-min theory) require that the slope of the rigid arm of Lurie is zero (0) at the V- 
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crux (the lowest point) of the rigid arm of Lurie (Calculus of a Single Variable, Swokosky, Olinick, 
Pence and Cole, PWS Publishing Co., Boston, 1994 Edition, page 248). Exhibit 8. This means that 
the crux (bottom) of the V-shaped bend of the rigid arm of Lurie is exactly horizontal, not vertical. 
Not segment of the Lurie rigid arm beneath the Lurie rigid interface member is vertical, as recited in 
independent claims 1, 22 and 37. The distal segment of Lurie is oriented at an upward angle. 

The Examiner proposes hanging the flexible member of Omura from a section of the Lurie 
rigid arm that is exactly horizontal. Under no construction of the English language can horizontal 
mean vertical. They are as distinct from each other as is geometrically possible in Cartesian 
mathematics. To reject independent claims 1, 22 and 37 as obvious over Lurie in view of Omura, 
predicated on the logic that vertical and horizontal mean the same thing, is to do violence to the 
English language, and to the entire field of geometry. 

Because neither Lurie, Omura, nor their combination disclose or suggest a rigid arm bending 
into a distal segment configured to orient itself vertically beneath the rigid interface member in 
operation, as recited in claims 1, 22 and 37, even if Lurie and Omura could somehow be combined in 
a manner suggested by the examiner, their combination still would not establish a prima facie case of 
obviousness. The rejection is therefore predicated on plain error by the Examiner. In view of this 
plain error. Appellant respectfiiUy submits that independent Claims 1, 22 and 37 stand in condition of 
allowance over the cited art. 

NO PRIMA FACIE CASE FOR OBVIOUSNESS 

A rigid arm bending into a vertical alignment beneath the rigid interface area is not found in 
either Lurie or Omura. It is a novel concept disclosed only in the Application under appeal. The fact 
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that the Appellant's design may seem simple in the hindsight of the Examiner is not grounds for 
rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 103. 

In the instant application, the examiner has done little more than cite references to show that 
one or more elements or subcombinations thereof, when each is viewed in a vacuum, is 
known. The claimed invention, however, is clearly directed to a combination of elements. 
That is to say, appellant does not claim that he has invented one or more new elements but 
has presented claims to a new combination of elements. To support the conclusion that the 
claimed combination is directed to obvious subject matter, either the references must 
expressly or impliedly suggest the claimed combination or the examiner must present a 
convincing line of reasoning as to why the artisan would have found the claimed invention 

to have been obvious in light of the teachings of the references Based upon the record 

before us, we are convinced that the artisan would not have found it obvious to selectively 
pick and choose elements or concepts from the various references so as to arrive at the 
claimed invention without using the claims as a guide. // is to be noted that simplicity and 
hindsight are not proper criteria for resolving the issue of obviousness.^' 

Ex parte Clapp, 227 USPQ 972, 973 (B.P.A.L 1985), italics and bold added for emphasis. 

"There was no suggestion in the prior art to provided Deminiki with the motivation to design 
the valve assembly so that it would be removable as a unit. The board argues that if Peacock 
had followed the "common practice" of attaching the valve stem to the valve structure, then 
the valve assembly would be removable as a unit. The only way the board could have 
arrived at its condition was through hindsight analysis by reading into the art Deminski*s 
own teachings. Hindsight analysis is clearly improper^ since the statutory test is whether 
the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was 
made. 

In re Deminski 230 USPQ 3 1 3 at 3 1 6, Decided July 8, 1986. 



COMBINATION TEACHING AWAY FROM STATED PURPOSE 

The combination of Lurie and Omura, as suggested by the Examiner, teaches away from a 
stated purpose of the Application recited on page 2 of the Application. 

"Prior art purse hangers that are carried in a purse are easily lost within the purse, and 
difficult to find among other various items stored within a purse 

There remains therefore a need for a purse holder that can easily be located without becoming 
lost in the purse of a user." 
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(Application, Page 2, lines 1-6, Exhibit 1). 

The limitations recited in Claims 1, 22 and 37 of the Application satisfy this stated purpose 
by coupling the flexible member to the rigid arm, so that a user can, by feel, find the rigid arm and 
rigid interface member of the purse hanger. The Office Action of January 10, 2008 suggests that the 
flexible member of Omura can be somehow suspended from the rigid arm of Lurie. However, the 
design would be unworkable, and would fail to satisfy the stated purpose recited above. Figs. 1 and 
3 of Omxira disclose a ring 7 functioning as a connection link between the flexible member 6 of 
Omura and the rigid arm 3 of Omura. The rigid arm of Lurie is a rigid cylindrical wire member. 
Assuming, arguendo, that the wire ring 7 (Figs. 1, 3) of Omura were slid onto the distal end 15 of the 
rigid wire arm of Lurie (Lurie, Fig. 2), and dangled from the "V-hook" 23, the wire ring of Omura 
would be free to slide up and down the rigid wire arm of Lurie. When in use, gravity would keep the 
wire ring 7 of Omura in the V-hook of Omura. However, if a user were to store the rigid interface 
member 12 of Lurie (Fig. 2) within a purse, the Omura ring 7 would be free to slide off the distal end 
of Lurie, requiring the user to runmiage about her purse to locate the Lurie portion of this 
combination. No design features have been cited by the Examiner to prevent this problem when 
attempting to combine the teachings of Lurie and Omura. Accordingly, even if Lurie and Omura 
could somehow be combined in a manner suggested by the Examiner, their combination would be 
teaching away from the stated purposes achieved by the elements recited in independent claims 1, 22 
and 37. Referring to the United States v. Adams, 383 U.S. 39, 40 (148 USPQ 479, 1966), the 
Supreme Court has recently reaffirmed in KSR International Co, v. Teleflex, Lie the implication of 
combinations that are teaching away from the claimed invention. 

"The Court relied upon the corollary principle that when the prior art teaches away from 
combining certain known elements, discovery of a successfiil means of combining them is 
more likely to be nonobvious." 
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KSR International Co. v. Teleflex Inc., 82 USPT2d 1385 at 1395. In light of this ruling, the fact that 
the combination of Lurie and Omura teach away from the claimed invention is sufficient, by itself, to 
rebut any conclusion of obviousness. 

LONG FELT MARKET NEED 

Submitted herewith as Exhibit 9, US Patent 2,064,133 to Von Schroeder (hereinafter "Von 
Schroeder"), is directed is a purse hanger. The Von Schroeder patent issued December 15, 1936. 
Accordingly, purse hangers have been part of the market economy of the United States since at least 
1936. Nevertheless, until the present application, no prior art of any nation discloses a functional 
purse hanger that can be located in a user's purse by 'feel' by tracing a flexible connector to the rigid 
interface member. 

Referring to the Gram v. John Deere Co. of Kansas City, 383 U.S. 1 [148 USPQ 459] (1966), 
the Supreme Court recently reaffirmed in KSR Intemational Co. v. Teleflex, Inc that long felt market 
needs are evidence of nonobviuousness. 



"In Gram v. John Deere Co. of Kansas City, 383 U.S. 1 [148 USPQ 459] (1966) the 
Court set out a framev^ork for applying the statutory language of § 103, language itself based 
on the logic of the earlier decision in Hotchkiss v. Greenwall, 11 How. 248 (1851), and its 
progeny. See 383 U.S., at 15-17. The analysis is objective: 

"Under § 103, the scope and content of the prior art are to be determined; differences 
between the prior art and the claims at issue are to be ascertained; and the level of 
ordinary skill in the pertinent art resolved. Against this background the obviousness 
or nonobviousness of the subject matter is determined. Such secondary 
considerations as commercial success, long felt but imresolved needs, failure of 
others, etc. might be utilized to give light to the circumstances surrounding the origin 
of the subject matter sought to be patented." Id. At 17-18 

While the sequence of these questions might be reordered in any particular case, the factors 
continue to define the inquiry that controls. 
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KSR International Co. v. Teleflex Inc. USPQ2d 1385 at 1391. Appellant submits that this long felt 
market need demonstrates the nonobviousness of the subject matter recited in independent claims 1, 
22 and 37. 

NO MOTIVATION TO COMBINE 

The 1992 Lurie disclosure presents a 'zero moment' design wherein the center of gravity of 
the purse is aligned with the rigid interface member. Lurie did not anticipate, nor seek to address the 
problem of finding a purse hanger stored in a purse between uses. 

The 1996 Omura disclosure does not disclose or suggest a "zero moment" design aligning the 
center of gravity of the purse beneath the rigid interface member, even though the Lurie disclosure 
was available to Omura. Rather, the design of the Omura apparatus requires that, to support a purse, 
the moment exerted by the weight of the rigid interface member (the stabilizing moment, clockwise 
with respect to Omura Fig. 4) must be greater than the destabilizing moment exerted by the weight of 
the purse (counter clock wise with respect to Omura Fig. 4). To attempt to position the distal end of 
the rigid arm ("iron bar" 3) of Omura beneath the table would move the Omura purse further from 
the table edge, increasing the destabilizing moment, decreasing the stabilizing moment, thereby 
further destabilizing the Omura purse hanger. 

Other than the raw concept of a "purse hanger," there are no design goals common to Lurie 
and Omura. In view of this distinction. Appellant respectfully submits that no motivation to combine 
the teachings of Omura and Lurie can be divined from either of these disclosures, and that any such 
motivation can therefore only be read into them by the Examiner. This principle is illustrated, for 
example, in Heidelberger Druckmaschine AG v. Hantscho Commercial Products, Inc., cited below: 
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When the patented invention is made by combining known components to achieve a new 
system, the prior art must provide a suggestion or motivation to make such a combination. 

Heidelberger Druckmaschinen AG v. Hantscho Commercial Products, Inc., 30 USPQ 2d 1377, 
1379-80 (Fed. Cir. 1994). 

Because the two purse hangers operated on different theories, one on a "zero moment" 
design, and the other on a counter-balance device to overcome the moment exerted by the purse, the 
technological reasons to combine these patents are less than obvious. The fact is, Lurie was 
available when the Omura application was filed, but it was not referenced, nor was there any 
suggestion of utilizing a zero moment design. Apart from the general goal of supporting a purse, 
there is not a single goal of the Omura design conmion to the goals achieved by the Lurie design. In 
view of this fact, neither Omura nor Lurie can be construed as recite a motivation to combine them. 
The bare fact that they are both purse hangers is not a motivation. 

DISCUSSION OF DEPENDENT CLAIM 2 
Claim 2 recites. 

The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein the distal end of said rigid arm is 
oriented vertically beneath the geometric center of said planar interface area. 

Neither Lurie nor Omura disclose or suggest the limitation "wherein the distal end of said 
rigid arm is oriented vertically beneath the geometric center of said planar interface area." As 
discussed in the Application, the term "planar interface area" (23, 28) is not automatically 
synonymous v^th the rigid interface member. It may represent the area of felt, rubber, or cork 
interface having an area smaller than the bottom surface of the rigid interface member (Figs. 2, 12, 
13), and may even include embodiments in which the geometric center of the planar interface area is 
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beneath a hollow center area of a wire frame rigid member (no physical member of the purse hanger 
(Fig. 18). The concept of a planar interface area distinct from the rigid interface member is not 
disclosed, or even remotely suggested by Lurie or Omura. Therefore, even if Lurie and Omura could 
somehow be combined in a manner suggested by the Examiner, their combination still would not 
disclose or suggest this element. 

For at least these reasons. Appellant respectfiiUy submits that claim 2 stands allowable over 
Lurie, Omura, and their combination. 

DISCUSSION OF DEPENDENT CLAIM 13 
Claim 13 recites, 

"The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein the first end of the flexible member 
is coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm by a swivel joint." 

Within the Office Action, the rejection of claim 13 was predicated on the following 
statement: 

"Note that the examiner considers the ring 7 of Omura is a swivel joint since the ring 7 of 
Omura is capable of turning or pivoting around the flexible member and thus the 
handbag/purse to turn around in a horizontal plane." (Office Action of January 10, 2008, 
page 4, lines 1-5). 

NO PRIMA FACIE CASE IN VIEW OF PLAIN ERROR 

Appellant respectfully disagrees. The specification fiiUy comprehends the meaning of a 
"swivel" member, and further, makes clear that this function allows the purse to "spin," not simply 
pivot. 
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"When a purse 80 hangs from a purse hanger as in FIG. 1, an impact against the purse 80, 
such as might be imparted from a knee or chair, can impart a torque to the purse which can be 
transmitted to the interface member 22, dislodging it from the tabletop 21. Such torque, 
however, can be dissipated by allowing the purse to spin when impacted by a knee or chair. 
The flexible member 60, therefore, should include at least one swivel member. FIG. 5 shows 
a purse hanger with a swivel engagement in the upper flex coupling 61, and a flexible 
member 60 in the form of a swivel ball chain. FIG. 2 shows a purse hanger with swivel 
engagements for the upper flex coupling 61 and the lower flexible coupling 62, as well as a 
swivel ball chain for the flexible member. FIG. 6 is an enlarged view of a swivel ball chain 
that can detachably connect to the upper flexible member coupling 61 

. . . Because a high tensile strength core such as steel rope will impart torque when twisted, 
and will not release the torque through swiveling, embodiments comprising a non-swiveling 
flexible member such as FIGS. 16 and 17 comprise non-swivelable flexible members 60, 
connected with swivelable upper flexible member coupling 61 and lower flexible member 
coupling 62. 

(Application, page 13, lines 9-18, 26-30). Accordingly, within the Application, a "swivel" is 

configured to dissipate torque by "allowing the purse to spin when impacted by a knee or chair." 

This definition and usage is wholly consistent with the meaning of a "swivel" by various lexical 

authorities. For example, "swivel" is defined in dictionary.reference.com as follows: 

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/swivel 
6 dictionary results for: swivel 

Dictionarv.com Unabridged (v 1.1) - Cite This Source - Share This 

swiv el /'swivsl/ Pronunciation Key - Show Spelled Pronxmciation[swiv-uh 1] Pronunciation 
Key - Show IP A Pronxmciation noun, verb, -eled, -eling or (especially British) -elled, - 
elling. 
-noun 

1 . a fastening device that allows the thing fastened to tum around fireely upon it, esp. to 
turn in a fiiU circle. 

2 such a device consisting of two parts, each of which turns around independently, as a 
compound link of a chain, one part of which tums fi*eely in the other by means of a headed 
pin or the like. 

(Exhibit 10, http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/swivel) 

Webster's Revised Unabridged Dictionary cited on page 3 of Exhibit 10 is specifically 

directed to a "swivel joint," the exact term used in claims 13 and 14, defined accordingly: 

Swivel joint, a joint, the two pieces composing which tum round, with respect to each other, 
on a longitudinal pin or axis, as in a chain, to prevent twisting. 
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A verified translation of Omura, submitted to the Examiner on March 20*^ 2006, is submitted 
herewith as Exhibit 6. Nothing within Omura discloses or suggests that the connection ring 7 is 
capable of swiveling (spinning) as defined in the Appellant's disclosure, or within the dictionary 
reference above. On the contrary, an examination of Fig. 1 of Omura discloses that ring 7 passes 
through a hole in the "iron bar" 3. This configuration is not capable of swiveling, and an application 
of torsion to the flexible member 8 of Omura would transmit the torsion to ring 7, which would 
transmit its force agamst the hole in the iron bar 3, splitting the ring 7 and ripping it out of the hole in 
the iron bar. This is basic physics. Under no construction of the English language can the Omura 
ring be construed as a swivel joint. 

Therefore, even if Lurie and Omura could somehow be combined in a manner suggested by 
the Examiner, their combination still would not include this element, and therefore, cannot establish 
a prima facie case for obviousness of claim 13. There is no swivel joint in Lurie, Omura, or their 
combination. The rejection of claim 13, therefore, is predicated upon plain error of the Examiner in 
the interpretation of the term "swivel joint" within the claim, and/or attributing such fimctionality to 
ring 7 of Omura. In view of this plain error, Appellant submits that claim 13 stands in condition for 
allowance. 

UNEXPECTED RESULTS 

As disclosed in the Declaration of Lenna Bauerly Under 37 CFR 1.1 16(e) and 1.68 (Exhibit 
1 1), the Appellant/Inventor pursued numerous experimental designs to achieve stability of the purse 
hanger, preventing the purse hanger from being knocked off a table when being brushed or hit. The 
resistance afforded by cork and rubber contact members on the rigid interface member was not 
sufficient to achieve stability in normal environmental conditions involving bumping of a purse. 
Designs bending the arm a significant distance to place the entire purse beneath the table proved 
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impractical in their design and size. The Inventor/Appellant eventually discovered that this design 
objective could be best achieved by a swivel joint. The experimentation pursued by the inventor 
demonstrates that the solution to this problem was, in fact, not obvious. The weight of purses, 
friction imparted by various surfaces on the underside of the rigid interface member, and the friction 
of a swivel joint, are variables. The experimentation to identify a workable design is prima facie 
evidence for non-obviousness. 

If the Appellant had fully expected from the beginning which design feature would have been the 
most effective, the Appellant would not have found it necessary to experiment with various designs to see 
which was most effective. 

DISCUSSION OF DEPENDENT CLAIM 14 
Claim 14 recites, 

"The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein the second end of the flexible 
member is coupled to the purse engagement member by a swivel joint." 

The rejection of claim 14 was predicated on the statement "The examiner also considers the 
ring 9 of Omura is a swivel joint since the ring 9 of Omura is capable of turning or pivoting allowing 
the flexible member and thus the handbag/purse to tum around in a horizontal plane." (Office Action 
of January 10, 2008, page 4, lines 8-10). Appellant submits that, for reasons stated above in 
conjunction with claim 13, the Examiner is in plain error. Neither Omura, Lurie, nor their 
combination disclose or suggest that the connection "connection link" 9 of Omura is coupled to the 
"ring loop" 8 in a swivelable engagement. 

hi view of this plain error. Appellant respectfully submits that no prima facie case for 
obviousness has been established. For at least these reasons. Appellant submits that claim 14 stands 
in condition for allowance. 
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^ CLAIM APPENDIX 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A purse hanger comprising: 

2 a) a rigid interface member defining a planar interface area; 

• 3 b). a rigid arm with a proximal segment terminating at a proximal end, a distal 

4 segment terminating at a distal end, and a central extension disposed between a 

5 proximal segment and a distal segment, wherein the proximal end is coupled 

6 with the rigid interface member, the proximal segment being in a orientation 

7 substantially parallel to the planar interface area and curving into the central 
0 8 extension, and wherein the central extension curves into the distal segment 

9 which extends vertically downward from the central extension when the distal 

10 end is positioned vertically beneath the planar interface area; and, 

• 11 c) a flexible member with a first end coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm, 
12 and a second end coupled to a purse engagement member. 

1 2. (Previously Presented) The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein the distal 

2 end of said rigid arm is oriented vertically beneath the geometric center of said planar 

• 3 interface area. 

1 3. (Cancel) 

1 4. (Original) The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein the rigid arm is 
^ 2 swivelably coupled with the rigid interface member. 
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5. 



(Withdrawn) The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein the rigid arm is 
detachably coupled with the rigid interface member. 



6. (Withdrawn) The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein the rigid interface 
member has a storage cavity. 

7. (Withdrawn) The purse hanger according to claim 6 further comprising storage 
members stored in said storage cavity, said storage members being selected from 
among a group consisting of lip gloss, foundation, make up, vitamins, drugs, a 
condom, modular inserts, a timepiece, a cellular telephone, a camera and combinations 
thereof 

8. (Withdrawn) The purse hanger according to claim 6 further comprising a cover for 
covering said storage cavity, and securement means for securing said cover to said 
rigid interface member. 

9. (Withdrawn) The purse hanger according to claim 8 wherein said securement means 
is selected from among a group consisting of snaps, clasps, hooks, hinges, magnets, 
threaded members, and combinations thereof. 

1 0. (Original) The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein said rigid arm 
comprises a horizontal extension parallel with said planar interface area. 
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1 11. (Original) The purse hanger according to claim 1 0 wherein the rigid arm 

• 2 comprises a vertical extension that is about perpendicular to said horizontal extension. 

1 12. (Original) The purse hanger according to claim 1 1 wherein the vertical extension 

2 has a lengthening means for altering a length of the vertical extension. 

0 1 13. (Original) The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein the first end of the 

2 flexible member is coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm by a swivel joint. 

^ 114. (Original) The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein the second end of the 

2 flexible member is coupled to the purse engagement member by a swivel joint. 

1 15. (Original) The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein the purse engagement 

2 member is a rigid loop. 

• 

1 16. (Original) The purse hanger according to claim 1 5 wherein the rigid loop is a 

2 single continuous loop. 

1 1 7. (Original) The purse hanger according to claim 1 5 wherein the rigid loop is a 
^ 2 formed from a movable loop member movably engaged to a primary loop member, 

3 wherein, when the movable loop member is in a first position, the rigid loop is a 

4 closed loop, and when the movable loop member is in a second position, the rigid loop 

* 5 is an open loop. 
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18. 



(Previously Presented) The purse hanger according to claim 1 7 wherein the 
movable loop member is movably engaged to the primary loop member through a 
pivot member. 



1 9. (Withdrawn) The purse hanger according to claim 1 7 wherein the movable loop 
member is slidably engaged to the primary loop member through a slide means. 

20. (Withdrawn) The purse hanger according to claim 1 9 wherein said slide means 
includes a tubular member into which the movable loop member can retract. 

2 1 . (Original) The purse hanger according to claim 1 7 further comprising a spring 
member for urging said movable loop member toward said first position. 

22. (Currently Amended) In combination: 

a) a horizontal surface; and 

b) a purse hanger for hanging a purse from a horizontal surface, the purse hanger 
comprising: 

(i) a rigid interface member with a planar interface configured to 
rest on said horizontal surface; 

(ii) a rigid arm with a proximal segment terminating at a proximal 
end, a distal segment terminating at a distal end, and a central 
extension extending fi-om a the proximal segment through a 
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10 first bend, and extending into the distal segment through a 

# 1 1 second bend, the central extension being oriented, at least in 

1 2 part, in a direction different fi:om the proximal segment, and in a 

1 3 direction different from the distal segment, the proximal end 

14 being coupled to said rigid interface member, wherein the rigid 

1 5 arm is configiired to position the distal segment in a vertical 
^ 16 orientation that is vertically aligned beneath the rigid interface 

1 7 member when the rigid interface member is disposed on the 

18 horizontal surface. 

# 19 c) a flexible member with first and second ends, said first end of said flexible 

20 member secured to said distal end of said rigid arm; and 

21 d) a purse engagement member coupled with said second end of said flexible 

22 member. 

# 1 23. (Original) The purse hanger of claim 22 wherein the flexible member is at least 
2 one inch long. 

1 24. (Original) The purse hanger of claim 22 wherein said purse engagement member 

2 is a rigid loop. 

1 25. (Original) The purse hanger of claim 24 wherein the rigid loop comprises a 

2 primary loop member coupled to a movable loop member, said movable loop member 
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1 being movable between first and second positions, wherein, in said first position, said 

• 2 rigid loop is a closed loop, and in said second position, said rigid loop is an open loop. 

1 26. (Original) The purse hanger of claim 25 further comprising a spring member 

2 engaged with said primary loop member and with said movable loop member to urge 

3 said movable loop member to said first position. 

1 27. (Previously Presented) The purse hanger according to claim 22 wherein said 

2 rigid arm has a lengthening member. 

1 28. (Previously Presented) The purse hanger according to claim 27 wherein said 
^ 2 lengthening member comprises a tumbuckle. 

1 29. (Withdrawn) The purse hanger according to claim 22 further comprising a storage 

• 2 cavity within said rigid interface member. 

1 30. (Withdrawn) The purse hanger according to claim 29 further comprising a cover for 

2 covering said storage cavity, and a cover engagement means for engaging said cover 

3 to said rigid interface member. 

1 31. (Withdrawn) The purse hanger of claim 30 wherein the cover engagement means is 

2 selected from among a group consisting of hinges, clasps, threaded members, chains, 
^ 3 clips, and combinations thereof 
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1 32. (Withdrawn) The purse hanger according to claim 29 further comprising storage 

2 members stored within said storage cavity, said storage members selected form among 

3 a group consisting of lip gloss, foundation, modular dividers, vitamins, prescription 

4 medication, a condom, a cell phone, a time piece, a camera, and combinations thereof. 

33. (Cancelled) 

34. (Cancelled) 

1 35. (Withdrawn) The purse hanger according to claim 8 further comprising a mirror on 

2 a surface of said cover. 

1 36. (Withdrawn) The purse hanger according to claim 30 further comprising a mirror on 

2 a surface of said cover. 

1 37. (Currently Amended) A purse hanger comprising: 

2 a) a rigid interface member with a planar interface area; 

3 b) a bent rigid arm with a proximal segment terminating at a proximal 

4 end, and a distal segment terminating at a distal end, wherein the proximal segment is 

5 coupled to said interface member in an orientation substantially parallel to the planar 

6 interface area, the rigid arm being configured such that the distal segment is aligned in 

7 a vertical orientation vertically beneath the planar interface area when the planar 

8 interface area is horizontal, and wherein the distal end comprises a securement 

9 member; 
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c) a flexible member with first and second ends, said first end of said 
flexible member secured to the securement member; and 

d) a purse engagement member coupled with said second end of said 
flexible member. 

38. (Currently Amended) The purse hanger or claim 37 wherein the rigid arm comprises a 
central segment disposed between the proximal segment and the distal segment, the central 
segment comprising a vertical extension. 

39. (Withdrawn) The purse hanger of claim 37 wherein at least one bend within the rigid 
arm comprises a large progressive curve. 

40. (Cancel) 

41 . (Currently Amended) The purse hanger of claim 38 wherein the proximal segment of 
the rigid arm is swivelably coupled to the rigid interface member while rigidly fixed along a 
horizontal line relative to a surface of the rigid interface member. 
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Field of the Invention 

The present invention is directed to the field of mechanical devices. More 
particularly, the present invention is directed to a purse hanger for hanging purses and 
handbags from tabletops and surfaces. 

Description of the Prior Art 

At coffeehouses, restaurants, bars, or indoor and outdoor cafes, people crowd at tables 
with limited space. In addition to space for food and drink, table tops are often called upon to 
support ash trays, chess boards, books, newspapers, etc. Those who carry purses and 
handbags often crowd their handbags into the center of the table. Purses and handbags on a 
tabletop reduce the space on the tabletop, and are an annoyance when reaching for food, 
drink, or other items. Some handbag users choose to sit with their handbags on their 
respective laps, creating a less than leisurely atmosphere. Others elect to place their handbag' 
VSii the floor or sidewalk next to their chair, under their chair, or beneath the table. Multiple 
inconveniences aboxmd from these options, however. Floors and sidewalks are often 
unsanitary, and wholly unsuitable for contact with anythmg other than the bottom of one's 
shoe. Additionally, purses and handbags which are placed next to or under a chair are 
completely out of the line of sight of the owner, and can be stolen without the knowledge of 
the owner until it is time to leave. Even when not stolen, the vigilance required to continually 
check on a purse or handbag beneath a chair again detracts from the leisure and pleasiire of a 
caf(6 or restaurant experience. 

Purse hangers for hanging a purse from a table often align the weight of a purse in an 
unstable position, causing the purse holder to slide off the table. Bolting or fastening a purse 
hanger to a table top prevents a purse hanger from sliding off the table, but are only usefiil 
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when a purse owner sits at the table fitted with the fixed-in-place purse hanger. Prior art 
: purse hangers that are carried in a purse are easily lost within the purse, and difficult to find 
among other various items stored within a purse. 

There remains therefore a need for a purse holder that can easily be located without 
becoming lost in the purse of a user. There is also a need for a purse holder that will not 
readily slide off a tabletop. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

According to an embodiment of the invention, a purse hanger for hanging a purse firom 
a flat surface comprises a rigid interface member defining a substantially planar interface area 
that is co*plaiiar with the flat surface. A rigid arm has a proximal end coupled with the rigid 
interface member aiid a distal end oriented vertically beneath the planar interface area. The 
proximal end can be swivelably coupled to the rigid interface member, or fixedly coupled, 
according to alternative embodiments. A flexible member has a first end coupled to the distal 
end of the rigid arm, and a second end coupled to a purse engagement member for engaging a 
strap of a purse. 

According to one embodiment, the rigid arm is detachably coupled with the rigid 
interface member. 

The rigid interface member can have a storage cavity, which can contain various 
personal items including, but not limited to one or more shades of lip gloss, foundation, make 
up, vitamins, drugs, a timepiece, a cellular telephone, a camera and combinations thereof. 
The storage cavity can be divided into multiple storage spaces by modular inserts. 

A cover for covering the storage cavity has a securement means for securing the cover 
to the rigid interface member. The securement means may include, but is not limited to snaps, 
clasps, hooks, hinges, magnets, threaded members, and combinations thereof 
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The rigid arm can include a horizontal extension parallel with the planar interface 
area, and a vertical extension that is about perpendicular to the horizontal extension. 
The vertical extension can include a lengthening means for altering a length of the vertical 
extension. The flexible member will preferably have at least one swivel joint, which can 
include a top swivel member coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm, a bottom swivel 
member coupled to the purse engagement member, or a swivel link. 

The purse engagement member is advantageously formed from a rigid loop having a 
movable loop member movably engaged to a primary loop member. When the movable loop 
member is in a first position, the purse engagement loop is a closed loop, and when the 
movable loop member is in a second position, the purse engagement member is an open loop. 
The movable loop member can be movably engaged to the primary loop member through a 
pivot means or through a slide means, such as a tubular member into which the movable loop 
member can retract. A spring member urges the movable loop member toward the first 
position. 

A method for storing a purse hanger comprises the steps of securing the purse 
engagement member to a purse handle, opening the purse, flexing the flexible member, and, 
placing the rigid interface member within the pxirse, wherein the purse engagement member 
remains secured to the purse strap. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is an isometric view of a purse supported from a table by the purse holder of 
the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged isometric view of an embodiment of the purse holder of FIG. 1 
with a hinged movable loop member. 

FIG. 3 is an isometric view of the purse holder of FIG. 1 partially stored within a purse 
while the purse engagement loop remains engaged to a purse handle. 
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FIG. 4 is an isometric view of the purse holder of FIG. 1 partially stored within a purse 
while the purse engagement loop remains engaged to a purse handle. 

FIG. 5 is a top plan embodiment of the purse holder of FIG. 1 having a tunepiece 
within the rigid interface member and a slide opening purse engagement member. 

FIG. 6 is an isometric view of the flexible member of the purse holder of FIG. 1 
comprising a swivel ball chain swivelably secured to an upper flexible member coupling. 

FIG. 7 is an isometric view of a vertical extension portion of a rigid arm of the purse 
holder of FIG. 1 with a tumbuckle for adjusting the vertical length of the rigid arm. 

FIG. 8 is a cross sectional view of the tumbuckle of FIG. 7 showing the interior thread 
engagement with the vertical extension. 

FIG. 9 is an isometric view of an embodiment of the rigid interface member of FIG. 1. 
having a neck comprising a detachable ball and assembly. 

FIG. 10 is an isolated view of the rigid interface member of FIG. 1 swiveling about the 
rigid arm. 

FIG. 1 1 is a cross sectional top plan view of a threaded neck embodiment of the purse 
holder of FIG. 1 engaged with a threaded rigid arm. 

FIG. 12 is a rear elevational view of the purse holder of FIG. 1 showing a swivel 
engagement of the rigid interface member with the rigid ami. 

FIG. 13 is a front elevational view of an embodiment of the purse holder of FIG. 1 
showing a hinged cover coupled to the top end of the rigid interface member and padding 
coupled to a bottom-surface of the rigid interface member. 
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FIG. 14. is an isometric view of an embodiment of the purse holder of FIG. 13 with a 
mirror fonned in the cover and lip gloss in the rigid interface embodiment. 

FIG. 15 is a top plan view an embodiment of the purse holder of FIG. 1 with an 
enlarged knob and choke flange securing the rigid interface member to the rigid arm. 

FIG. 16 an isometric view of the purse holder of FIG. 1 with a threaded cover and 
modular insert members fitting inside the rigid interface member, and a flexible member 
comprising gold braid surrounding a high tensile strength core. 

FIG. 1 6a is a cross sectional view of the flexible member of FIG. 1 6. 

FIG. 17 is aii embodiment of the flexible member of FIG. 1 comprised of pearls strung 
around a high tensile strength core. 

FIG. 18 is an alternative embodiment of a purse hanger having a rigid interface 
member comprising a frame with multiple legs. 

FIG. 19 is the purse hanger of FIG. 1 having a rigid arm with a progressive curve. 

DETAILED DESCMPTION OF THE INVENTION 

Overview 

Referring primarily to FIGS. 1 and 2, a purse hanger 20 for hanging a purse 80 from a 
horizontal surface such as a tabletop 21 has a rigid interface member 22. As used herein, the 
term purse includes any handbag device having at least one handle 81 for carrying by hand, or 
for looping over a shoulder, and a compartment area for carrying personal items and chattels. 

A rigid arm 45 extends horizontally outward from the rigid interface member. The 
rigid arm 45 has a proximal end 46 and a distal end 55. The proximal end is coupled to the 
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neck 38 of the rigid interface member 22. Preferably, the neck is pivotably coupled to the 
rigid arm, thereby allowing the distal end to pivot to a lowest gravitational position. 
Embodiments are envisioned, however, wherein the rigid arm 45 is secured to the neck 38 in a 
non-pivoting relationship. 

The rigid interface member 22 has a planar interface area 23. In the embodiment of 
FIG. 2, the planar interface area is about co-extensive with the bottom surface of the rigid 
interface member. In the embodiment of FIG. 13, the planar interface area 23 is defined by 
the bottom surface of a pad 28 in contact with the tabletop 21 . In the embodiment of FIG. 18, 
the planar interface area 23 is a substantially triangular area with the comers of the triangle 
established by the position of the three legs 87, As discussed in greater detail herein, a purse 
will hang in a stable orientation from a purse hanger 20 if the distal end 55 of the rigid arm 45 
is positioned vertically beneath the planar interface area 23. 

A flexible member 60 is secured to the distal end 55 through an upper flexible member 
coupling 61, and to a purse engagement member shown as a rigid loop 70 through a lower 
flexible member coupling 62. One or more straps 81 of a purse 80 are placed within the rigid 
loop. The rigid interface member 22 is placed on a table top, and the purse hangs from the 
table top, suspended by the purse holder. Certain prior art purse holders have suspended § 
purse strap from the tip of a metal rod, potentially damaging or even poking a hole in ah 
expensive purse strap. Because the strap rests in a rigid loop, the present invention does not 
inflict damage to purse straps. 

A conunon inconvenience of prior art purse holders has been that, when stored within 
the purse, subsequent use requires searching for the purse holder amidst a purse full of 
personal items, or abandoning the search and storing the handbag or purse below the table or 
in a traditional manner. An advantage of the present invention is the flexible member 60, 
Referring primarily to FIGS. 3 and 4, when the purse hanger is not in use, the flexible 
member 60 of the present invention allows most of the purse hanger 20 to be stored inside the . 
purse 80 while the purse engagement member 70 remains secured to a purse strap 81. 
Because the purse hanger can be easily located in the purse due to its connection to the purse 
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strap 81, the purse holder is easily located no matter how many personal items are stored in a 
purse. 

The Interface Member 

Referring primarily to FIGS. 5 and 9-16, the rigid interface member 22 has a flat 
bottom surface 24 defining the planar interface 23 for resting parallel to a tabletop 21. The 
planar interface area 23 can be coextensive with the bottom surface 24 of the rigid interface 
member, as shown in FIG. 2, or can be defined by padding 28 attached to the bottom surface, 
as shown in FIG. 13 and discussed fiirther below. 

An alternative embodiment shown in FIG. 18 includes a multi-leg embodiment 25 of a 
rigid interface member comprising a fi-ame 26 with three legs 87 extending therefirom. The 
distal ends of the legs individually interface with a tabletop 21, and thereby define a 
geometric plane which includes the planar interface 23. 

As best seen in FIGS. 12, 13 and 18, a layer of padding 28 established an optimal 
fiictional contact with a table top 21, and avoids scratching table surfaces. The padding can 
be formed from a variety of materials, including but not limited to felt, cork, rubber, or other 
materials. Those skilled in the art will recognize that in embodiments utilizing layer of 
padding, the planar interface 23 is technically established by the padding, not the rigid 
interface member 22 or the distal ends of the legs 87. 

According to one embodiment, the rigid interface member 22 releasably couples to a 
cover 29 by a securement means, shown in FIGS. 5, and 14 as a clasp and hinge assembly. 
An upper clasp 32 on the cover engages a lower clasp 33 on the rigid interface member to 
secure the cover in place. When the clasp release 34 is pressed by a user, the clasp assembly 
releases the cover fi-om the rigid interface member. According to the embodiment shown in 
FIGS. 9, 10, and 13, an optional hinge 31 prevents the cover fi'om detaching completely firom 
the rigid interface member 22. A hinge can also be used independent of a clasp means. The 
hinge assembly 3 1 can advantageously be used with other mechanical closing devices, such as 
a two-position rocker-and-spring assembly, wherein, when the cover is below a center 
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position, the cover is urged shut by the spring, and when hfted above the rocker point, the 
cover is urged open by the spring. 

FIG. 16 shows an alternative embodiment wherein the cover 29 reieasably engages the 
5 rigid interface member in a threadable engagement. Mutually engageable upper threads 34 
and lower threads 35 are respectively formed around the edges of the cover 29 and the rigid 
interface member 22. 

As seen in FIGS. 14 and 16, a storage cavity 30 within the rigid interface member 22 
10 can be used to store personal items, such as lip gloss 41 or other forms of make-up 82, 
prescription medications 83, a condom, or other small personal items. Consumable personal 
items such as lip gloss will preferably be stored in a pre-formed container that can be removed 
and replaced within the storage cavity 30. FIG. 16 shows an altemative embodiment 
including modular inserts 43 which can be used to segregate storage of separate items, such as 
1 5 different shades of lip gloss or make-up, different prescription medications, etc. 

FIG. 5 illustrates an embodiment comprising a timepiece 44 disposed within the 
storage cavity 30, and a watch stem 27 extending out of the side of the rigid interface member 
22. Altemative electrical and mechanical devices such as battery operated timepieces, 

20 cameras, or cellular telephones stored within the cavity 30 are envisioned within the scope of 
the claimed invention. Those skilled in the art will understand that insertion ports for 
batteries, digital memory, cell-phone ear plugs, and other electro-mechanical^ accessories can 
be positioned in a variety of places, such as in the bottom surface 24, the side of the rigid 
interface member 22, or in the storage cavity 30 as accessed after opening the cover 29. 

25 Watches and other electronic and mechanical devices are preferably removable for battery 
replacement, servicing, or exchanging with other insertable devices and members. 

The upper surface of the rigid interface member, seen in FIG. 1, 9 and 19 will 
preferably be a decorative member. Expensive embodiments can include onyx, lapis lazuli, or 
30 other precious or semi-precious stones, as well as porcelain, ceramic, gold, platinum and 
silver etchings, and other jeweled and decorative surfaces. The decorative surfaces can 
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include various artistic displays, emblems of college and professional sports teams, casinos, 
restaurants, inaugurations, sports championships and other commemorative events. 

A neck 38 extending horizontally from the rigid interface member 22 is discussed in 
greater detail in conjunction with the rigid arm 45. The neck can be integrally formed with 
the rigid interface member, or securely attached thereto. The axis of the neck is preferably 
parallel to the planar interface area 23. 

The Rigid Arm 

The neck 38 couples a rigid arm 45 to the rigid interface member 22. 

Referring primarily to FIGS. 2, 5-12 and 14-16, the rigid arm 45 is foraied from a 
rigid material or combination of materials that are strong enough to maintain a preformed 
shape while supporting the weight of a purse. Materials can include, but not limited to metal, 
graphite, composite and kevlar compositions or combinations. The rigid arm preferably 
includes a horizontal extension 50 and a vertical extension 51. Embodiments are envisioned 
wherein the rigid arm is single piece construction, such as a contiguous wire rod. Alternative 
embodiments discussed in greater detail below envision a rigid arm having multiple separate 
members joined by a linking piece, such as a tumbuckle. 

The proximal end 46 of the rigid arm is located at the tip of the horizontal extension 
50, and couples with the neck 38 of the rigid interface member 22. When the rigid arm is 
coupled with the neck 38, the horizontal extension of the rigid arm is parallel to the planar 
interface area 23. 

The distal end 55 of the rigid arm couples with the flexible member 60 through an 
upper flexible member coupling 61. 

As discussed above, the engagement between the proximal end 46 of the rigid arm 45 
and the neck 38 is preferably a swivelable engagement. FIG. 5 shows a basic swivel 
engagement that permanently couples the horizontal extension 50 to the neck 38. 
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FIG. 9 shows a swivel engagement including an inner neck portion 38a extending 
from the rigid interface member 22 and em outer neck portion 38b coupled with the horizontal 
extension 50. A release means shown as a ball-detent engagement allows the rigid interface 
member 22 to be detached from the rigid arm 45. A depressible ball 58 in the inner neck 
engages a detent opening 59 in the outer neck portion 38b to form a ball-detent engagement. 
The rigid interface member 22 can be released from the rigid arm 45 by depressing the ball 58 
and withdrawing the inner neck 38a from the outer neck 38b. 

FIG. 1 1 shows an alternative swivel embodiment with a release means comprising a 
threaded engagement between the horizontal extension 50 of the rigid arm 45 and the neck 38. 
The horizontal extension 50 includes a threaded portion 48 engaged with a threaded interior 
42 of the neck 38. The threaded embodiment allows the horizontal extension 50 of the rigid 
arm 45 to swivel within the neck 38. Although threaded engagements can allow a rigid 
interface member 22 to be detached from the rigid arm 45, alternative embodiments are 
envisioned wherein a stop, such as a thread interruption, prevents the complete unscrewing 
and detachment of the rigid arm from the rigid interface member. 

FIG. 15 is an alternative swivelable embodiment having an enlargement shown as a 
rounded boss 47 formed on the proximal end of the rigid arm, and secured within the neck by 
a constriction shown as a choke flange 37 within the neck 38. 

The specific embodiments of swivelable and releasable engagements of the rigid arm 
45 and the rigid interface member 22, as described above, however, are exemplary, and are 
not intended to limit other swivel engagements that are fiilly intended within the scope of the 
claims, including detachable and non-detachable swivel engagements. Additionally, non- 
swivelable embodiments are envisioned wherein the rigid arm 45 is engaged to the neck 38 in 
a non-swiveling relationship. 

As shown in FIGS. 1, 2, 5, 12, 14 and 16, rigid arm embodiments 45 can include a 
vertical extension 51 perpendicular to the horizontal extension 50. A lengthening means on 
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the vertical extension 51, shown as a tumbuckle 49, allows adjustment of the vertical distance 
between the planar interface area 23 and the distal end SS of the rigid arm 45. A vertical 
lengthening means allows the purse hanger 20 to be adjusted according to the thickness of the 
table, bar, or other horizontal surface from which a ptu-se may be hung. By positioning the 
lengthening means on a vertical extension 51, the act of lengthening or shortening the vertical, 
extension will not move the distal end 55 out of the center axis. 

FIGS. 7 and 8 show an enlarged view of a lengthening means in the form of a threaded 
tumbuckle 49 coupling an upper member 56 and a lower member 57 of the vertical extension. 
According to one embodiment, the tumbuckle can be completely unscrewed from at least one 
of the upper and lower members 56, 57, thereby allowing the user to combine a different 
flexible member 60 with the purse hanger assembly. An alternative embodiment, however, 
envisions stops such as enlarged unthreaded portions on the upper and lower members 56, 57 
that prevent detachment of the upper and lower members from the tumbuckle. 

FIG. 19 illustrates alternative embodiment with a rigid arm 45 defined by a large 
progressive curve. The shape of the rigid arms in the figures are exemplary, and other 
alternative shapes are envisioned. The rigid arm can be formed from multiple members, such 
as two rods and a tumbuckle as shown in FIG. 16, or from single piece construction as shown 
in FIG. 19. 

The Stable Region 

As best seen in FIGS. 12, 13 and 18, the stable region 69 is the region vertically 
beneath the planar interface area 23. When a purse 80 is suspended by a purse hanger 20 
supported by a flat surface 21, and the distal end 55 of the rigid arm 45 is within the stable 
region, the sum of the moments acting on the rigid interface member will be zero, allowing a 
purse hanger to remain in a stable orientation. In swivel embodiments, the rigid arm will be 
urged by gravity to pivot until the distal end 55 passes into the stable region. In non- 
swiveling embodiments, the distal end will be fixedly disposed within the stable region. 
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As noted above, the planar interface area 23 depends on the shape and arrangement of 
the member or members in physical contact with the tabletop. In the embodiment of FIG. 2, 
the planar interface area is about co-extensive with the bottom surface of the rigid interface 
member. In the embodiment of FIG. 13, the planar interface area 23 is defined by the bottom 
5 surface of a felt, rubber or cork pad 28 in contact with the tabletop 21. In the multi-leg 
embodiment 25 of FIG. 18, the planar interface area 23 is a substantially triangular area with 
the comers of the triangle established by the position of the three legs 87. 

As best seen in FIG. 12, the stable region 69 vertically beneath the planar interface 
10 area 23 is largest when the planar interface area is horizontal. When the rigid interface 
member is swiveled to a non-horizontal orientation, the stable region 69 collapses in size. 

The weight of a purse will naturally cause some flexure of a rigid arm, and can alter 
the horizontal position of the distal end 55. If bending or flexure were to move the distal end 

15 out of the stable region 69 during use, the purse hanger would become unstable. FIGS. 1, 2 
and 19 show a purse hanger 20 designed, when a purse of a predetermined weight is 
supported by the purse hanger, the distal end 55 is aligned along the center axis 68 that 
intersects the geometric center 67 of the planar interface area 23 at right angles. According to 
this design, minor flexure of the rigid arm or minor manufacturing variations will not move 

20 the distal end 55 outside of the stable region 69 or otherwise degrade the stability or 
usefulness of the purse hanger. In swiveling embodiments, the arc defined by the distal end 
55 will pass through the center axis 68. hi non-swiveling embodiments, the distal end 55 of 
the rigid arm should be fixedly disposed in vertical alignment beneath the planar interface 
area 23 when the planar interface area is horizontal. 

25 

The Flexible Member 

As best shown in FIGS. 1-5 and 16, a flexible member 60 has a first end with an upper 
flexible member coupling 61 for coupling with the distal end 55 of rigid arm 45, and a second 
end with a lower flexible member coupling 62 for coupling with the purse engagement loop 
30 70. The flexible member can be formed firom any material or combination of materials that is 
sufficiently flexible to allow the purse hanger 20 to be stored in a purse 80 without detaching 
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the purse engagement loop 70 from the purse strap, and strong enough to rehably hold a purse 
in a suspended position. The opening in the purse can be substantially closed with the flexible 
member protruding through a small opening. Because part of the flexible member will remain 
outside the purse, the user can easily pull the remainder of the purse hanger out of the purse 
5 for use. According to a preferred embodiment, the flexible member will be between one inch 
and four inches in length. The appended claims, however, comprehend embodiments having 
a flexible member less than one inch or greater than four inches. 

When a purse 80 hangs from a purse hanger as in FIG. 1, an impact against the purse 
10 80, such as might bje imparted from a knee or chair, can impart a torque to the purse which 
can be transmitted to the interface member 22, dislodging it from the tabletop 21. Such 
torque, however, can be dissipated by allowing the purse to spin when impacted by a knee or 
chair. The flexible member 60, therefore, should include at least one swivel member. FIG. 5 
shows a purse hanger with a swivel engagement in the upper flex coupling 61, and a flexible 
15 member 60 in the form of a swivel ball chain. FIG. 2 shows a purse hanger with swivel 
engagements for the upper flex coupling 61 and the lower flexible coupling 62, as well as a 
swivel ball chain for the flexible member. FIG. 6 is an enlarged view of a swivel ball chain 
that can detachably connect to the upper flexible member coupling 61 . 

20 FIG. 16 and cross sectional view 16A show a non swiveling flexible member 60 

comprising a flexible high strength tensile core 65 surroimded by decorative external layering, 
shown as gold braid 64. High strength tensile members can include, but are not limited to 
steel or other wire rope, nylon,- spun glass, carbon kevlar, as well as composites that are not 
yet developed. External decorative layering can include, but is not limited to, gold, silver or 

25 platinum chain or braid, as well as other jewelry. FIG. 17 shows pearls 66 strung on a high 
tensile strength core 65. Because a high tensile strength core such as steel rope will impart 
torque when twisted, and will not release the torque through swiveling, embodiments 
comprising a non-swiveling flexible member such as FIGS. 16 and 17 comprise non- 
swivelable flexible members 60 connected with swivelable upper flexible member coupling 

30 61 and lower flexible member coupling 62. 
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The Purse Engagement Loop 

FIGS. 1-4 show a purse engagement loop 70 for holding the handle, or handles 81 of a 
purse 80. Referring to FIGS. 2 and 5, a purse engagement loop 70 is a rigid member having a 
primary loop member 71 and a movable loop member in the form of a hinged member 72 that 
5 is hingably secured to the primary loop member. The hinged member 72 can move between 
first and second positions relative to the primary loop member. A spring member urges the 
movable loop to the first position. When the movable loop member is moved fi-om the first 
position to the second position relative to the primary loop member, the loop 70 is an open 
loop, and one or both purse straps 81, can be inserted through the opening and placed into the 
10 loop. When the hinged member 72 is restored to the first position, the loop 70 becomes a 
closed loop, securely holding the purse strap(s) inside the loop. 

According to the embodiment of FIG. 2, the movable loop member 72 is attached to 
the primary loop member 71 by a hinge74, and moves between the first and second positions 
15 in a swivel motion. A spring 73 exerts a force between the primary loop member and the 
hinged member 72 to urge the hinged member to swivel to the closed position. 

The embodiment of FIG. 5 shows a primary loop member having a tubular 
construction 76, and a movable loop member in the form of a slidable member 75 that can 
20 slidably retract into the tubular construction. A helical spring 78 is positioned within the 
tubular construction to urge the slidable member 75 into a closed position. A finger tab 77 on 
the slidable member provides a means for a user to retract the slidable member. 

An alternative embodiment for purse engagement loop 70, seen in FIG. 1, comprises a 
25 continuous loop without any movable member. During fabrication of a purse, a purse handle 
81, or multiple handles, as in FIG. 1 are inserted through the continuous rigid loop 70. The 
purse handle is then fixed to the purse 80 in a manner known in purse construction. The purse 
hanger 20 is thereby permanently or semi-permanently affixed to the purse handle. 

30 The present invention is directed to a purse hanger for hanging a purse firom a 

table or other horizontal surfaces. The purse hanger has a flexible member allowing the rigid 
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interface member of the purse hanger to be stored in the purse without detaching the purse 
engagement member 70 from a piurse strap. Many features that would be readily luxderstood 
to one skilled in the art have not been discussed so as to not needlessly obscure important 
features of the claimed invention. At the same time, many specific details included herein are 
descriptive of particular embodiments, but are not essential to every embodiment 
comprehended by the appended claims. Accordingly, these details should not be construed to 
limit the scope of the claims appended hereto. It will be apparent to those skilled in the art 
that many modifications, alternatives and equivalent embodiments are possible without 
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention set forth in the appended claims. 



15 



Patent Application 
Bauerly 00100 

CLAIMS 

I Claim: 

1 1 . A purse hanger for hanging a purse from a flat siirface comprising: 

2 a) a rigid interface member defining a planar interface area; 

3 b) a rigid arm with a proximal end coupled with the rigid interface member and a 

4 distal end; 

5 c) a flexible member with a first end coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm, 

6 and a second end coupled to a purse engagement member, 

1 2. The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein the planar interface area is 

2 substantially co-planar with said flat surface, and wherein said distal end of said rigid 

3 arm is oriented vertically beneath said planar interface area. 
4 

5 3. The purse hanger according to claim 1 further comprising a purse with a purse strap 

6 engaged with said purse engagement member. 

1 4. The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein the rigid arm is swivelably coupled 

2 with the rigid interface member, 

1 S. The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein the rigid arm is detachably coupled 

2 with the rigid interface member. 

1 6. The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein the rigid interface member has a 

2 storage cavity. 

1 7. The purse hanger according to claim 6 further comprising storage members stored in 

2 said storage cavity, said storage members being selected from among a group 

3 consisting of lip gloss, foundation, make up, vitamins, drugs, a condom, modular 

4 inserts, a timepiece, a cellular telephone, a camera and combinations thereof. 
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The purse hanger according to claim 6 further comprising a cover for covering said 
storage cavity, and securement means for securing said cover to said rigid interface 
member. 

The purse hanger according to claim 8 wherein said securement means is selected 
from among a group consisting of snaps, clasps, hooks, hinges, magnets, threaded 
members, and combinations thereof 

The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein said rigid arm comprises a horizontal 
extension parallel with said planar interface area. 

The purse hanger according to claim 10 M^ierein the rigid arm comprises a vertical 
extension that is about perpendicular to said horizontal extension. 

The purse hanger according to claim 1 1 vsiierein the vertical extension has a 
lengthening means for altering a length of the vertical extension. 

The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein the first end of the flexible member is • 
coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm by a swivel joint. 

The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein the second end of the flexible member 
is coupled to the purse engagement member by a swivel joint. 

The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein the purse engagement member is a 
rigid loop. 

The purse hanger according to claim IS wherein the rigid loop is a single continuous 
loop. 

The purse hanger according to claim 1 S wherein the rigid loop is a formed from a 
movable loop member movably engaged to a primary loop member, wherein, when 
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the movable loop member is in a first position, the rigid loop is a closed loop, and 
when the movable loop member is in a second position, the rigid loop is an open loop. 

The purse hanger according to claim 17 wherein the movable loop member is movably 
engaged to the primary loop member through a pivot means. 

The purse hanger according to claim 17 wherein the movable loop member is slidably 
engaged to the primary loop member through a slide means. 

The purse hanger according to claim 19 wherein said slide means includes a tubular 
member into which the movable loop member can retract. 

The purse hanger according to claim 17 further comprising a spring member for 
urging said movable loop member toward said first position. 

A purse hanger for hanging a purse from a horizontal surface comprising: 

a) a rigid interface member with a planar interface area resting on said horizontal 
surface; 

b) a rigid arm with a proximal end coupled to said interface member and a distal 
end disposed vertically beneath said planar interface area; 

c) . a flexible member with first and second ends, said first end of said flexible 

member secured to said distal end of said rigid arm; 

d) a purse engagement member coupled v^th said second end of said flexible 
member. 

The purse hanger of claim 22 wherein the flexible member is at least one inch long. 

The purse hanger of claim 22 wherein said purse engagement member is a rigid loop. 

The purse hanger of claim 24 wherein the rigid loop comprises a primary loop 
member coupled to a movable loop member, said movable loop member being 
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movable between first and second positions, wherein, in said first position, said rigid 
loop is a closed loop, and in said second position, said rigid loop is an open loop. 

The purse hanger of claim 25 further comprising a spring member engaged with said 
primary loop member and with said movable loop member to urge said movable loop 
member to said first position. 

The purse hanger according to claim 22 wherein said rigid arm has a lengthening 
means. 

The purse hanger according to claim 27 wherein said lengthening means comprises a 
tumbuckle. 

The purse hanger according to claim 22 fiirther comprising a storage cavity within said 
rigid interface member. 

The purse hanger according to claim 29 further comprising a cover for covering said 
storage cavity, and a cover engagement means for engaging said cover to said rigid 
interface member. 

The purse hanger of claim 30 wherein the cover engagement means is selected from 
among a group consisting of hinges, clasps, threaded members, chains, clips, and 
combinations thereof. 

The purse hanger according to claim 29 further comprising storage members stored 
within said storage cavity, said storage members selected form among a group 
consisting of lip gloss, foundation, modular dividers, vitamins, prescription 
medication, a condom, a cell phone, a time piece, a camera, and combinations thereof 

A method.for storing a purse hanger having a rigid arm with a proximal end extending 
from a rigid interface member and a distal end secured to a first end of a flexible 
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3 member, a second end of said flexible member having a purse engagiement member 

4 secured to a strap of a purse, the method comprising the steps: 

5 a) opening the purse; 

6 b) flexing said flexible member; and, 

7 c) placing said rigid interface member within said purse, wherein said purse engagement 

8 member remains secured to said purse strap. 

1 34. The method of claim 33 further comprising the step of substantially closing said purse, 

2 wherein said flexible member protrudes through a small opening in said purse. 
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A purse hanger for hanging a purse from a flat surface has a rigid interface member 
defining a substantially planar interface area that is co-planar with the flat surface during use. 
A rigid arm has a proximal end swivelably coupled with the rigid interface member and a 
distal end, which, in use, is oriented by gravity to a position vertically beneath the planar 
interface area. A flexible member has a first end coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm, 
and a second end coupled to a purse engagement member such as a rigid loop securing the 
purse strap. The flexible member allows the rigid interface member to be stored in the purse 
while the purse engagement member remains secured to the purse strap. The rigid interface 
member can have a storage cavity for storing personal items. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Applicant's reply filed 10/1 1/07 is acknowledged. Claims 1-2, 4-32, 35-39 and 41 
are currently pending. Claims 3, 33-34 and 40 had been canceled. Claims 5-9, 19-20, 
29-32 and 35-36 had been withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35. U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1-2, 4, 10-11, 13-18 and 22-25, 37-39 and 41 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over GB Patent No. 2,253,998 to Lurie et al. in 
view of JP 10-113275 to Omura. 

As to claims 1 and 22. Lurie et al teaches hanger device for hanging handbags, 
purses or the like (Figs. 1-4) from a horizontal surface, comprising a rigid interface 
member defining a planar interface area (12); a rigid arm with a proximal segment 
terminating at proximal end 19, a distal segment 20. 21, 22, 23, 15) terminating at distal 
end 21, 22, 23, 15, a centrally extension ( a bend or curve between 13 and 20) disposed 
between proximal segment and a distal segment wherein the proximal end is coupled 
with the rigid interface member, the proximal end being in a orientation substantially 
parallel to the planar interface area and curving into the central extension, and wherein 
the central extension curves into the distal segment which extends vertically downward 
(20) from the central extension when the distal end is positioned vertically beneath the 
planar interface area. Note that the distal end in this case, the examiner considers as 
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segment (21, 22. 23, 15 upon which a handbag, purse or the like can be supported or 
secured). 

The Lurie device differs from claim 1 of the present invention in that it is not 
provided with a flexible member with a first end coupled to the distal end (at the v- 
shaped) of the rigid arm. and a second end coupled to a purse engagement member. 

Omura teaches the concept of such, Omura teaches the hanger device with a 
flexible member (6) having a first end coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm (3) and a 
second end coupled to a purse engagement member (8). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the rat at the time the invention was made to provide a flexible 
member with a first end coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm and a second end 
coupled to a purse engagement member as in Omura on the hook of Lurie in order to 
allow a user to hang the type of the purse where there is no full top closure of the 
interior of the purse and to provide a configuration which to be easily opened/closed 
and/or attached/detached (Omura. abstract). 

As to claim 2. Lurie as modified also teaches the distal end of the rigid arm being 
oriented vertically beneath the geometric center of said planar interface area. 

As to claim 4, Lurie et al. as modified also teaches the rigid arm being swivelably 
coupled (5) with the rigid interface member. 

Continuing to claims 10-11 and 38. Lurie et al as modified also teaches the rigid 
arm comprising a horizontal extension (13) (Fig. 2). which is parallel with the planar 
interface area; and the rigid arm having a vertical extension (20) that is substantially 
perpendicular to said horizontal extension. 
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As to claim 13. Lurie et al as modified also teaches first end of the flexible 
member (6. Omura) being coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm by a swivel joint (7). 
Note that the examiner considers the ring 7 of Omura is a swivel joint since the ring 7 of 
Omura is capable of turning or pivoting allowing the flexible member and thus the 
handbag/purse to turn around in a horizontal plane. 

As to claim 14, Lurie et al as modified also teaches the second end of the flexible 
member being coupled to the purse engagement member by a swivel joint (Omura, 9). 
The examiner also considers the ring 9 of Omura is a swivel joint since the ring 9 of 
Omura is capable of turning or pivoting allowing the flexible member and thus the 
handbag/purse to turn around in a horizontal plane. 

As to claims 15-16. the purse engagement member (8) of Omura as modified is 
also a rigid loop, a single continuous loop (when the engagement member is closed). 

As to claims 17-18, wherein the rigid loop is a formed from a movable loop 
member (8) movably engaged to a primary loop member (the remained loop) wherein, 
when the movable loop member is in a first position, the rigid loop is a closed loop, and 
when the movable loop member is in a second position, the rigid loop is an open loop; 
and wherein the movable loop member is movably engaged to the primary loop member 
through a pivot (hinge member, no numeral) 

As to claim 23. which recites the flexible member as being at least one inch long, 
which also appears to read on Omura. Nevertheless, it would have been an obvious 
matter of design choice for one of ordinary skill in the art to dimension the flexible 
member to be at least one inch long producing no new and unexpected results. 
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As to claims 24-25, Claims 24-25 recited limitations similar to those recited in 
claims 15-17. which also read on Lurie as modified, 

AS to claims 37-38, claims 37-38 recited limitations similar to claims 1 and 22, 
except that the central extension in this case is element 20. 

As to claim 39, Lurie et al as modified also teaches at least one bend (at 22 for 
example) within the rigid arm, which comprises a large progressive curve. 

As to claim 41 , Lurie et al as rnodified also teaches the horizontal extension of 
the rigid arm is swivelably coupled to the rigid interface member (12, 18) while rigidly 
fixed along a horizontal line relative to the rigid interface member. 

Claims 12 and 27-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Lurie et al. in view of Omura.and further in view of US Pub. No.2004/01 95484 to 
Sheeran. 

Lurie et al. in view of Omura teaches substantially as claimed except that is not 
provided with a lengthening means for altering the length of the vertical extension 
wherein the lengthening means comprises a turnbuckle. 

Sheeran teaches such concept Sheeran teaches a vertical extension of the rigid 
arm having a lengthening means for altering or adjusting a length of the vertical 
extension (Fig. 6c. for example) wherein the lengthening means is in the alternative 
form of a turnbuckle. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide a lengthening means as in Sheeran on the vertical 
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extension of Lurie et al as modified so as to provide the vertical arm. which can be 
rotated, adjusted or extended in length in order to allow the hanger to be positioned on 
a wider variety of surfaces having varying degrees of thickness. Nevertheless, it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to make the vertical extension adjustable since it has been held that the provision 
of adjustability, where needed, involves only routine skill in the art. In re Stevens, 101 
USPQ 284 (CCPA 1954). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 21 and 26 are objected to. but would be allowable if rewritten to include 
all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 10/11/07 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

The crux of the arguments are: "neither Lurie nor Omura disclose or suggest 

« 

"the central extension curves downward to form the distal segment that extends 
vertically downward" and "neither Lurrie or Omura disclose or suggest an apparatus 
wherein the distal ends is, or even can be positioned vertically beneath the planar 
interface area." (page 10) This is not deemed to be persuasive. As stated in the 
rejection above, Lurie teaches the central extension curve (between elements 13 and 
20) and the distal segment 20 that extends vertically downward. Lurrie also teaches the 
distal end 22, 21 , 23, 25 and the distal end positioned vertically (at point 23) beneath 
the planar interface area. 

Regarding Applicant's argument with respect to claims 12 and 27-28 which have 
been rejected under 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lurie in view of Omura and 
further in view of Sheeran. 

Applicant's argument appears to be attacking individual reference while the 
rejection is based on the combination. One cannot show nonobviousness by attacking 
references individually where the rejections are based on combinations of references. 
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In the instant case, Omura teaches a flexible member coupled to the securement 
member. The combination of Lurie and Omura would have suggested the subject matter 
of independent claims 1 , 22 and 37. Nevertheless, assuming an argument that even if 
Lurie does not teach a securement member, but Omura teaches a securement member, 
the combined teachings of Lurie with Omura still render the claims obvious. In addition. 
Sheeran has applied for the teaching of providing a lengthening means to make the 
vertical extension adjustable. The combination of Lurie and Omura and Sheeran would 
have suggest the subject matter of claims 12, 27 and 28. Nevertheless, it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to make the vertical extension adjustable since it has been held that the provision of 
adjustability, where needed, involves only routine skill in the art. The rejection of these 
claims is therefore also maintained. 



Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS fronn the mailing date of this final action. . 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tan Le whose telephone number is (571) 272-6818. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. through Fri. from 9:00 AM-6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Glessner can be reached on (571) 272-6843. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 

Tan le ^ 
January 3. 2008. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1. 1 14 
A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicants submission filed on 6/22/07 
and 7/28/07 have been entered. 

Claims 1-2, 4-32, 35-41 are currently pending. Claims 3 and 33-34 have been 
canceled. Claims 5-9, 19-20. 29-32 and 35-36 were withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1-2, 4, 10-11, 13-1« and 22-25 and 37-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over GB Patent No. 2,253,998 to Lurie et al. in view of JP 
10-113275 to Omura. 

As to claims 1 , 22, 37 and 40, Lurie et al teaches hanger device for hanging 
handbags, purses or the like (Figs. 1-4) from a horizontal surface, comprising the 
limitations as follows: a rigid interface member defining a planar interface area (12); a 
rigid arm (14, Fig. 1) with a centrally extension disposed between proximal end and a 
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distal end (the central extension which has at least one bend in a direction different from 
the proximal end and in a direction different from proximal end), wherein the proximal 
end is coupled with the rigid interface member in a orientation substantially parallel to 
the planar interface area, and wherein the distal end extends downward from the central 
extension when the distal end is positioned vertically beneath the planar interface area. 
Note that the distal end in this case, the examiner considers as a hook segment (V- 
shaped) 23, 15 upon which a handbag, purse or the like can be supported or secured. 

The Lurie device differs from claim 1 of the present Invention in that it is not 
provided with a flexible member with a first end coupled to the distal end of the rigid 
arm, and a second end coupled to a purse engagement member. 

Omura teaches the concept of such, Omura teaches the hanger device with a 
flexible member (6) having a first end coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm (3) and a 
second end coupled to a purse engagement member (8). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the rat at the time the invention was made to provide a flexible 
member with a first end coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm and a second end 
coupled to a purse engagement member as in Omura on the hook of Lurie in order to 
allow a user to hang the type of the purse where there is no full top closure of the . 
interior of the purse and to provide a configuration which to be easily opened/closed 
and/or attached/detached (Omura, abstract). 

As to claim 2, Lurie as modified also teaches the distal end of the rigid arm being 
oriented vertically beneath the geometric center of said planar interface area. 
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As to claim 4, Lurie et al. as modified also teaches the rigid arm being swivelably 
coupled (5) with the rigid interface member 

Continuing to claims 10-1 1 and 38, Lurie et al as modified also teaches the rigid 
arm comprising a horizontal extension (13) (Fig. 2), which is parallel with the planar 
interface area; and the rigid arm having a vertical extension (20) that is substantially 
perpendicular to said horizontal extension. 

As to claim 1 3, Lurie et al as modified also teaches first end of the flexible 
member (6, Omura) being coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm by a swivel joint (7). 
Note that the examiner considers the ring 7 of Omura is a swivel joint since the ring 7 of 
Omura is capable of turning or pivoting allowing the flexible member and thus the 
handbag/purse to turn around in a horizontal plane. 

As to claim 14, Lurie et al as modified also teaches the second end of the flexible 
member being coupled to the purse engagement member by a swivel joint (Omura, 9). 
The examiner also considers the ring 9 of Omura is a swivel joint since the ring 9 of 
Omura is capable of turning or pivoting allowing the flexible member and thus the 
handbag/purse to turn around in a horizontal plane. 

As to claims 15-16, the purse engagement member (8) of Omura as modified is 
also a rigid loop, a single continuous loop (when the engagement member is closed). 

As to claims 17-18, wherein the rigid loop is a fomied from a movable loop 
member (8) movably engaged to a primary loop member (the remained loop) wherein, 
when the movable loop member is in a first position, the rigid loop is a closed loop, and 
when the movable loop member is in a second position, the rigid loop is an open loop; 
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and wherein the movable loop member is movably engaged to the primary loop member 
through a pivot (hinge member, no numeral) 

As to claim 23, which recites the flexible member as being at least one inch long, 
which also appears to read on Omura. Nevertheless, it would have been an obvious 
matter of design choice for one of ordinary skill in the art to dimension the flexible 
member to be at least one inch long producing no new and unexpected results. 

As to claims 24-25, Claims 24-25 recited limitations similar to those recited in 
claims 15-17. which also read on Lurie as modified. 

As to claim 39, Lurie et al as modified also teaches at least one bend (at 22 for 
example) within the rigid arm, which comprises a large progressive curve. 

As to claim 41 , Lurie et al as modified also teaches the horizontal extension of 
the rigid arm is swivelably coupled to the rigid interface member (12, 18) while rigidly 
fixed along a horizontal line relative to the rigid interface member. 

Claims 12 and 27-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Lurie et al. in view of Omura.and further in view of US Pub. No.2004/0 195484 to 
Sheeran. 

Lurie et al. in. view of Omura teaches substantially as claimed except that is not 
provided with a lengthening means for altering the length of the vertical extension 
wherein the lengthening means comprises a turnbuckle. 

Sheeran teaches such concept. Sheeran teaches a vertical extension of the rigid 
arm having a lengthening means for altering or adjusting a length of the vertical 
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extension (Fig. 6c, for example) wherein the lengthening means is in the alternative 
form of a turnbuckle. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide a lengthening means as in Sheeran on the vertical 
extension of Lurie et al as modified so as to provide the vertical arm, which can be 
rotated, adjusted or extended in length in order to allow the hanger to be positioned on 
a wider variety of surfaces having varying degrees of thickness. Nevertheless, it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
. made to make the vertical extension adjustable since it has been held that the provision 
of adjustability, where, needed, involves only routine skill in the art. In re Stevens, 101 
USPQ 284 (CCPA 1954). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 21 and 26 are objected to, but would be allowable if rewritten to include 
all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed 7/28/07 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Regarding Applicant's argument that neither Lurie nor Omura disclose or suggest 
"a rigid arm with a proximal end coupled with the rigid interface member in an 
orientation substantially parallel to the planar interface area, and wherein the distal end 
extends' downward from the central extension when the distal end is' positioned 
vertically beneath the planar interface area." The rigid arm of Lorie bends at an upward 
angle, and Omura does not disclose or suggest an embodiment wherein the rigid arm 
locates beneath the planar interface area. Therefore, even if Omura and Lurie could 
somehow be combined in a manner suggested by the Examiner", this is not found 
persuasive. As stated in the rejection, Lurie alone clearly teaches substantially all the 
limitations with the distal end extends downward from the central extension. The 
examiner considers the "V-shaped portion" (see attached figure) at the end of the rigid 
arm is the distal end, which considers positioned vertically said planar interface area, 
whereas the V-shaped distal end portion function as a hook or securement member. 
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Omura teaches a flexible member coupled to the securement member. The combination 
of Lurie and Omura would have suggested the subject matter of independent claims 1 , 
22 and 37. Nevertheless, assuming an argument that even if Lurie does not teach a 
securement member, but Omura teaches a securement member, the combined 
teachings of Lurie with Omura still render the claims obvious. Therefore, the rejection of 
these claims is still maintained. 

Regarding Applicant's argument with respect to claims 12 and 27-28 which have 
been rejected under 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lurie in view of Omura and 
further in view of Sheeran. Applicant's argument as indicated on page 12 of the 
Remarks appears to be not directed to what the rejection has been set forth. Sheeran 
has applied for the teaching of providing a lengthening means to make the vertical 
extension adjustable. It should be noted that there is no requirement for a secondary 
reference to meet every limitation of the claim before it can be utilized. It should also be 
noted one cannot show nonobviousness by attacking references individually where the 
rejections are based on combinations of references, in the instant case, the 
combination of Lurie and Omura and Sheeran would have suggest the subject matter of 
independent claims 12, 27 and 28. Nevertheless, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to make the vertical 
extension adjustable since it has been held that the provision of adjustability, where 
needed, involves only routine skill in the art. The rejection of these claims is therefore 
also maintained. 
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Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS made NON FINAL. Applicant is reminded pf the extension of 
time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier corhmunicatlons from the 
examiner should be directed to Tan Le whose telephone number is (571) 272-6818. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. through Fri. from 9:00 AM-6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Carl Friedman can be reached on (571) 272-6842. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infomnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Tan Le 

September 22, 2007. 
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(54) Hanger device 

(57) A hanger device for supporting handbags, purses, umbrellas and tho like from a table top or counter comprises a 
housing 12 to be supported upon a table top or counter. An elongated support shaft 13 is slidably disposed within the 
housing in parallel spaced relatbn to the table top or counter. The support shaft depends downwardly from the plane of the 
housing into a support arm 14, the support arm being deflected into a hook 15. The upper edge of the hook Is disposed 
beneath the housing at a position determined by the slidable relationship between the support shaft and the housing. 



FIG. 1. 
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- 1 - 
rnVMCER DEVICE 



The present invention generally relates to sup- 
porting devices and more particularly to devices for use in 
hanging handbags, umbrellas and the like from tables and counter 
tops. 

There has long been a problem experienced by 
persons who are carry handbags, umbrellas or other small parcels 
when dining, attending meetings or at other occasions where it is 
necessary to maintain possession of the item. The most apparent 
problem arises when men or women are dining in restaurants and 
are required by prudence to maintain purses or handbags in close 
proximity while dining. By necessity, the individual must 
usually place the handbag, purse or parcel on his or her lap, on 
a separate chair, on the table or on the floor. When the lack of 
space prevents convenient placement of the parcel, an individual 
is often forced to place the object on the floor thereby putting 
it in contact with dirt and subjecting it to theft. 

A number of devices are taught by the prior art 
which seek to solve the problem addressed by the present inven- 
tion. Examples of these devices are disclosed in United States 
Patent Nos. 4,194,714, 2,532,255 and 2,473,086. All of the 
devices taught by the prior art exhibit a similar problem which 
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is resolved by the present invention. The device taught in the 
«714 patent comprises a hanger for a purse having an elongated 
first arm, one end thereof to be placed on a table top, a second 
arm being hinged at an end of the first arm and being adapted to 
support the purse thereon. There is a fixed relationship between 
the arm which is supported by the table and the location which 
the purse, bag or parcel is supported. In the '255 patent, a 
substantially cylindrical housing is adapted for placement upon a 
table top or counter and includes a downwardly depending hook for 
support of the purse. Although the hook is provided with the 
ability to swing with respect to the housing, there is no eQ^ility 
to laterally displace the hook with respect to the supporting 
housing. The '086 patent comprises a structure which is substan- 
tially similar to that shown in the '255 patent. While providing 
the ability of the supporting hook to swing relative to a sup- 
porting plate, there is no cO^ility to laterally displace the hook 
with reference to the supporting hook. 

The devices taught by the prior art all exhibit an 
inherent problem which is resolved by the present invention. 
Irrespective of whether the supporting arm or hook can be 
swiveled or pivoted with respect to the supporting plate or 
housing, the inability to laterally displace the elements with 
reference to each other limits use of the devices to table tops 
or other surfaces having access beneath same. As an example, the 
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devices taught by the prior art cannot support a handbag or purse 
from a counter top which includes an adjacent, fixed vertical 
surface. 

The present invention resolves those problems 
inherent in the designs in the devices taught by the prior art. 
A supporting housing is adapted to be placed upon the horizontal 
surface of a taa>le top or coimter. A supporting shaft horizon- 
tally extends from the housing and is in a slidable relationship 
therewith. The supporting shaft depends downwardly into a 
supporting arm and hook which is used to hold the handbag, purse 
or the like. By altering the position of the supporting shaft 
relative to the housing, the point upon which the handbag or 
purse is supported can be laterally displaced relative to the 
supporting housing. By fully displacing the supporting arm 
relative to the housing, the present invention provides the 
ability to hang a handbag, purse or the like from a counter or 
table top even where there is no spacial access beneath the 
counter or table top. 

The present invention comprises a hanger device for 
hanging a handbag, purse or the like from a counter or table top. 
A cylindrical housing is adapted for secure placement upon the 
counter or table top. A supporting shaft is slidably disposed 
within the housing and extends therefrom in the plane of the 
housing. The supporting shaft is coupled within the housing to 
provide for a plurality of fixed positions. The supporting shaft 
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is slidably disposed within a positioning channel, the shaft 
including a predetermined number of selectable positions formed 
by tapered sections of reduced diameter along the supporting 
shaft* Resilient leaf springs are disposed on opposite sides of 
the supporting shaft within the housing* The springs are adapted 
to resiliently bear upon the shaft and secure supporting shaft at 
selected positions when in contact with the tapered sections. 
The portion of the supporting shaft extending from the housing 
depends downwardly into a suppoirting arm and hook from which a 
handbag, purse or the like can be hting. By slidably changing the 
position of the supporting shaft relative to the housing, the 
supporting hook can be laterally displaced relative to the 
housing. 

It is therefore an object of the present invention to 
provide an improved hanger device for supporting handbags, purses 
and the like from a counter or table top. 

It is another object of the present invention to 
provide a hanger device which can be used with counters or table 
tops having no special access beneath same. 

It is still another object of the present invention to 
provide a hanger device for purposes, handbags and the like which 
can be easily stored. 

It is still yet another object of the present invention 
to provide an improved hanger device which is simple and inexpen* 
sive to fabricate. 
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The novel features which are believed to be character* 
istic of the invention, both as to its organization and method of 
operation, together with further objectives and advantages 
thereof, will be better understood from the following description 
considered in connection with the accompanying drawing in which a 
presently preferred embodiment of the invention is illustrated by 
way of example* It is to be expressly iinderstood, however, that 
the drawing is for the purpose of illustration and description 
only, and is not intended as a definition of the limits of the 
invention. 

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the present invention 
hanger device being supported from a table top. 

FIGURE 2 is a side elevation view of the present 
invention hanger device showing the alternative lateral positions 
of the supporting arm relative to the housing. 

FIGURE 3 is a rear elevation view of the present 
invention shown in FIGURE 2. 

FIGURE 4 is a partial cross-sectional view of the 
housing and supporting shaft taken through line 4-4 of FIGURE 2 
illustrating a first position of the supporting shaft relative to 
the housing. 

FIGURE 5 is a partial cross-sectional view of the 
present invention taken through line 5-5 of FIGURE 2 showing the 
supporting shaft in its second, extended position relative to the 
housing. 
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FIGURE 6 is a perspective view of 1:he present invention 
hanger device being supported upon a surface having no spacial 
access there beneath. 

An xinderstamding of the present invention can be best 
gained by reference to FIGURE 1, the present invention hanger 
device being generally designated by the reference nxameral 10 • 
As shown in FIGURE 1, hanger device 10 is supporting a handbag 
11. Hanger device 10 generally comprises a housing 12 from which 
extends a supporting shaft 13 which depends downwardly into a 
support arm 14. Support arm 14 is deflected upwardly into a hook 
15 upon which handbag 11 is hung. As shown in FIGURE 1, housing 
12 rests upon table top 15 with hook 15 supporting handbag 11 
beneath table top 15. As will be explained, the present inven- 
tion hanger device 10 provides for use thereof with tables or 
counters which do not provide for spacial access beneath the top 
surface thereof (FIGURE 6) . 

The structure of the present invention can be best 
understood by reference to FIGURE 2 and FIGURE 3. The present 
invention hanger device 10 comprises a cylindrical housing 12 
having upper and lower planar surfaces. The interior coupling 
between support shaft 13 and housing 12, as shown in FIGURE 4 and 
FIGURE 5, is enclosed by cover 16 which is capable of having 
decorative indicia disposed thereon. The lower planar surface of 
housing 12 comprises a resilient pad 17 which can be fabricated 
from rubber or a polyurethane foam. Pad 17 is used to provide 
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traction and thereby maintain placement of housing 12 on table 
top 15. In addition, resilient pad 17 provides a protective 
layer to prevent defacing table top 15. 

As shown in FIGURE 2, support shaft 13 extends out- 
wardly from sleeve 19 in parallel spaced relation to the lower 
planar surface 18 of housing 12. Support shaft 13 depends 
downwardly forming support arm 14 which is in a planar relation- 
ship with support shaft 13 (FIGURE 3). Support arm 14 is com- 
prised of segments 20, 21 and hook 15. Segment 20 of support arm 
14 is perpendicular to support shaft 13. Support arm 14 is 
deflected at 22 separating segments 20 and 21 whereby segment 21 
of support arm 14 is oriented beneath housing 12. Segment 21 of 
support arm 14 depends upwardly at 23 forming hook 15 upon which 
a handbag, purse or the like can be supported (FIGURE 1) . 

In order to meet the objectives of the present inven- 
tion, support shaft 13 is coupled through sleeve 19 to housing 12 
in a manner which provides for lateral movement thereof in the 
direction designated by reference niimeral 25 (FIGURE 2) . As 
shown in FIGURE 2, the range of movement represented by reference 
numeral 25 allows hook 15 to be laterally displaced and thereby 
change the center of gravity of a supported object relative to 
housing 12. The means to slidably structure couple support shaft 
13 within housing 12 can be best understood by reference to 
FIGURE 4 and FIGURE 5. FIGURE 4 represents the orientation of 
support arm 14 as shown in solid lines in FIGURE 2. FIGURE 5 
represents the orientation of support arm 14 as shown in phantom 
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lines in FIGURE 2. As shown in FIGURES 4 and 5, a central 
channel 30 is disposed through sleeve 19 and extends diaiaetri- 
cally into the central core of housing 12. A perpendicular 
cross-bore 31 extends equally on either side of channel 30 and is 
adapted to receive biased leaf springs 32 and 33. Beyond cross- 
bore 31, channel 30 extends into expansion channel 34 which is 
adapted to accommodate the biasing ends of leaf springs 32 and 
33. Finally, channel 30 is extended through housing 12 into 
channel extension bore 35 to accommodate the terminus 36 of 
support shaft 13 when moved to the position indicated by refer- 
ence ntnneral 37. 

Support sha ft 13 is a cylindrical member, one end 
thereof depending downwardly to support arm 14, the opposite 
teirminus 36 limiting the extended movement of support shaft 13 
when moved in the direction indicated by reference numeral 40 
(FIGURE 5) . To meet objectives of the present invention, support 
shaft 13 can be moved in a range between two alternative posi- 
tions designated by reference numeral 25 (FIGURE 2). The posi- 
tional movement of support shaft 13 is defined by a pair of 
annular depressions 41 and 42 formed along support shaft 13 about 
the axis thereof. As stated, FIGURE 4 represents the position of 
support arm 14 as shown in solid line in FIGURE 2. In this, 
position, the distal ends of leaf springs 32 and 33 are biased 
placing the distal ends thereof in forced contact with annular 
depression 41. FIGURE 5 illustrates the altered position of 
support arm 14 represented in FIGURE 2 in phantom lines. In this 
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position, the biased force imposed by the distal ends of leaf 
springs 32 and 33 place them in forced contact within annular 
depression 42. As stated, an objective of the present invention 
is to provide a hanger device 10 which can be easily stored. 
Based on the cylindrical profile of support shaft 13, support arm 
14 can be rotated about the axis of support shaft 13 and relative 
to housing 12 as represented by the directional reference 43 
(FIGURE 3) . m this manner, when the present invention hanger 
device 10 is to be stored, support am 14 can be rotated until it 
lies in the same plane as housing 12 thereby producing a substan- 
tially flat and easily storable structure. 

Use of the present invention can be xinderstood by 
reference to FIGURES 1 and 6. As stated, FIGURE 1 illustrates 
the support of a handbag beneath a table top 15 having spacial 
access there beneath. In this position, support arm 14 is in the 
closed position (FIGURE 4) , hook 15 being substantially in 
alignment with housing 12. In FIGURE 6, hanger device 10 is 
supported upon a table top or counter 45 whic^ has no spacial 
access beneath same as a result of an integral, vertical wall 46. 
Under these conditions, support shaft 13 and support arm 14 are 
urged in the direction designated by reference numeral 40. This 
displaces hook 15 relative to housing 12 in a manner which 
permits handbag 11 to be supported on hook 15 irrespective of the 
lack of spacial access beneath table top or counter 45. 
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CLAIMS: 

1. A hanger device for hanging an object from a table 
top comprising: 

(a) a housing having a substantially planar lover 
surface adapted to rest upon the table top and a central bore 
disposed therethrough in parallel spaced relation to the lower 
surface thereof, the axis of said central bore bisecting the 
housing; 

(b) a support shaft having first and second ends 
slidably coupled within the central bore of said housing and 
being coaxial therewith and having a plurality of positional 
depressions disposed in the stxrface of said support shaft, one of 
said positional depressions being substantially adjacent the 
first end of said support shaft; 

(c) biasing means for engaging said positional 
depressions in the surface of said support shaft coupled within 
the central bore of said housing and in biased contact with said 
support shaft; and 

(d) a support arm depending downwardly from the 
second end of said support shaft and being deflected into a hook 
member, said support shaft, support arm and hook member being in 
a planar relationship with one another. 
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2. A hanger device as defined in Claim 1 wherein said 
housing is cylindrical, the central bore therethrough being 
aligned along the diameter of said housing. 

3. A hanger device as defined in Claim 1 wherein said 
support arms depend from said support shaft in a perpendicular 
relationship thereto* 

4. A hanger device as defined in Claim 1 wherein said 
support shaft has two positional depressions formed therein, each 
being disposed about the full circumference of said support 
shaft. 

5. A hanger device as defined in Claim 1 wherein said 
biasing means comprises two leaf springs having a distal end 
adjacent with and in forced contact with said support shaft, 

6. A hanger device as defined in Claim 1 further 
including a covering member disposed upon said housing enclosing 
said central bore and including means for receiving decorative 
indicia thereupon. 

7. A hanger device as defined in Claim 1 further 
including a rubber pad secxired to the planar lower surface of 
said housing. 
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8. A hanger device for hanging an object from a table 
top comprising: 

(a) a cylindrical housing having a substantially 
planar lower surface adapted to rest upon the table top and the 
central bore diametrically disposed therethrough in parallel 
spaced relation to the lower surface of said housing; 

(b) a support shaft having first and second ends 
slidably coupled within the central bore of said housing and 
being coaxial therewith and having a plurality of spaced, posi- 
tional depressions annularly disposed along the surface of said 
support shaft, one of said annulzu:, positional depressions being 
substantially adjacent the first end of said support shaft, said 
support shaft being rotatable through 360" of arc about its own 
axis; 

(c) biasing means for engaging said annular, 
positional depressions coupled within the central bore of said 
housing and in bias contacted with said support shaft; and 

(d) a support arm depending downwardly from the 
second end of said support shaft and being perpendicular thereto, 
said support arm being deflected into a hook member, said support 
shaft, support arm and hook member being in a planar relationship 
with one another. 

9. A hanger device as defined in Claim 8 wherein said 
support shaft has two annular, posit ioi^al depressions formed 
therein. 
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10. A hanger device as defined in Claim 8 wherein said 
biasing means comprises two leaf springs, each having a biased 
distal end adjacent with and in forced contact with said support 
shaft. 

11. A hanger device as defined in Claim 8 further 
including a covering member disposed upon said housing enclosing 
said central bore and including means for receiving decorative 
indicia thereupon. 

12. A hanger device substantially as hereinbefore described 
and with reference to the accompanying drawings. 
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1"^ Page Summary (Abstract) 

A hanger device is offered to hang the handbag and the like from the surface of a table or 
the counter. Support board 1 and suspension member 3 can fold between the open and 
closed positions while a load is detachably secured within structural loop 8, which is 
secured to flexible splicer 6. The load such as handbags is hung from the upper surface 
of the table or the counter with support board 1 and suspension tool 3 connected so as not 
to open more than the provided angle of the suspender device installed in the load by loop 
8 when using it It is possible to shift position easily by detaching this when one of the 
loops 8 installed m the load is improper. 

Reference Characters and corresponding Element names on First Page Drawing: 

L Support: backing 

2. Bearing rball, shaft 

3. Iron bar 

4. Stopper 

5. A pivot 

6. Connection tool, joining, link, connect, a junction ,conjxmction 
7* Connection link: ring, link, handle 

8. Ring loop, hoop, ring, circle, wheel 

9. Connection link 

10. arrow 

1 1 . Stopper pad-a device to prevent slipping, skidding 

(2) 

Because of number 2 this system does not open more than 90 degrees 

On the edge of number 3 there is a connection tool,6, which is flexible and connects with 

numbers. 

001 

This invention offered is a hanger system which makes it easy to hang handbags or 
umbrellas on table tops or counters. 

002 

People \^o have handbags or umbrellas when going to meetings or restaurants have to 
place the items on Idp or chair. This is an obstacle. There is also a problem with safety. 

003 

Other similar inventions are not portable. 
004 

This eliminates the others and is portable 



005 



Now to explain with the pictures. 



Number 1 and 3 can open but not more than 90 degrees. On the edge of number 3 there is 
a connection tool, 6, which connects with number 8. Number 8 is easy to open and 
close. When necessary you can use with handbags or umbrella. 

006 

When you cany it, number 1 and 3 are closed and number 8 connects to handbag or 
umbrella. When in use, number 1 and 3 are open until stopper number 4 touches the 
table top or counter. You hang number 1 on the top of the table and if number 8 is 
unsuitable you can move it 

007 

Number 1 support bar can be round or a polygon or an oval, any style. You just need 
enough stillness friction. Number 6 can be fabric or metal or a resin-treated chain. 
It is not necessary to have number 7 or number 9. You can connect number 6 and 
number 3 and number 8 directly. Number 8 can be different shapes if th^ are easy to 
open and close. It can be wire. If you decorate top of number 1 support bar with mitials 
or design. 

You can identify personal items or use as an accessory. You can decorate with company 
logo as a novelty or to advertise your company. If you put a stopper pad underneath the 
support bar it will be more stable. 

008 

If as in picture number 4, the table has open space, or in picture number S , has a vertical 
wall, you can use without problem. If anything touches the handbag or umbrella, because 
of flexible chain number 6 holding them, the support bar wiU receive less shock. 

Page (3) pictures 

1. elevation 

2. plane, level 

3. side view 

4. table with space 

5. vertical counter 

6. picture when you carry with a handbag 
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san and contentious quarreling syn sec ^^^^^ ^y^^^ -^fr'^^^. 
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'dL^^^Jlt''\di-*scnt\ i^rtMEifcu rf^ {r:^dis:^]t^r^^^ 
more at SENSE] (15c) 1 : to withhold assent 2 :,tp differ in opinion.: 

^dissentn (1585) : difference of opinion: as '.a : religious nonconformi- 
ty b • a justice's nonconcurrencc with; a decision of the majority — 

diKMenrireX (1651) : expressing dissent — dissentleiit n;<<; . i;'^ - ^v'.. 
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alish Nonconformists <a ^ church) X'^ mcrchante/. J '^.^^^r-^^ . 
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dii.^^iS"ment \di-'se.pViii3nt\ "i 'tt .^^^^ fr- .^"; 

t^divide; fr. dis- + saepire toTence in — more at septumI (ca. 
1727) : a dividing tissue : SEPTUM ; '-J^^-.-^Uj.^:;;? ^'i^'fi^* 
dis.seri \di-'s3rt\ W W: dissertiis, pp- of disserere, fx^is-r^ serere lo join. 
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d1s'^?:to!It^oi*\.d^^^^ i;a«i)y: writtM 

trel^ment of a^ubject; 5pcc(/:/:: one submitted .for adoctorate — dls- 
ser*ta-tion*a] V'tash-nal, -'ta-sHa-n'lX di^j '^it^'^i-^ .,7'> f^vt V 

diirscrveA(,)di(s)-'s3rv\vr(ca/1629):t^ ; 

dltscr:4e \(.)di(s).'s3r.^^^^ : ill service' : Harm; : an un- 

S^^;So^-S^^^^^ 

d'Sfs"!deiiw VdSl^^^^ n (ca. 165^ ^VjsVeOTr blSA^^^ 
dis-si-dent VdsntV adl '[L dissident-, ^^.'^^'^'^P'T^-.''^^^^^^^ 
aoart disagree, fr. dis- + sedere to sit — more at SIT] (1837) i disagree- 
?ng esp wiTh an established religious or political system, organization, 

rri?s-i^»r-l? -'sim-larA acfv — diS'Sim-Wars \-larz\ npl . • / i v • . . ■ 
dS!;k;..MateA(OdN'si-m^^ 

rt.«/m/to/e)) (1841) to undergo dissimilation: -r-. dis.sim.Ma.to.ry 

^;iS£rton'uOdi?^ (cif r^74) fjthe'changeor omis- 

sion of one of two identical or closely .related sounds -in a word^ ; . ^ 

dis^d:mil4.tnde \.di(s).s^'mi-l3:.tud, -.tyiid\ n ^^^^ 
milis unlike, fr. dis- + similis like — more at same] (15c) : lack of re- 

dTs3?m.uaate \(.)di-'sim^y:>-.lat\ -^t•ed; -»f t;i?g ^^}^^^^^ 
of dissimulate, fr. dis- + simulare Xo simulate] v/ Ofc) r io l^ide und^r a 
false appearance <smiled.to her urgency. rr-Alice V^«nday> '^j'J' 
: DISSEMBLE — dls.sim.u.la.tion \(,)di-.sim.y3Jla-sh3n\ .« — dis-sim- 
u.la»tor\(')di-'sim-y3-,la-t3r\ n -,. : . 'y ^ ^ 

dislsi.pate Vdi.s3-.pat\ v6 -pat-ed; -pat-ing L f ^'P^'"^-. PP ,f ^ ^f^^'J 
oflre ^Mpare, fr! W + jwp^n-e to throw].v/ C15c) • 1 a : to break up and 
driv; off {^s a crowd) b : to cause to spread thin o^-j^^ter anc^gr^u^u- 
ally vanish <one's sympathy^is eventual y dissipated —^fl^'^-^^'^l 
berg> c : to lose (as heat or electricity) irrecoverably 2 : Xo spend^or 
use up wastefully or foolishly <lifelong tcn<*«ncy^o.'r^ 
and pleasure —Edmund Morris> <his fortune xs dissipated in impm- 
dent political adventures -John Butt) - vf 1 ^'to break-up and pat- 
ter or vanish 2 : to be. extravagant or dissolute »n the Dursui^ of plea- 
sure; esp : to drink to excess syn see SCATTER — ^K-rf-pat-er n 
diS'si'pat.ed adj (^1744) : given to or marked by dissipation : dissolute 
— dis-si.pat-ed.ly — dis.sl.pat.ed.ness n r^v.; 
dis.sS.pa.tion \.di-s3-'pa-sh3n\« .(15c) , 1 : the action or P^^^s ^f dissi- 
pating : the stAte of being dissipated: : a : P^SPERSION. DlF^usio^^ b 
archaic : DISSOLUTION, DISINTEGRATION c : wasteful expenditure d 
: intemperate living; esp : excessive drinking . 2 : an act ot seir- 
indulgence; esp ; one that is not harmful : amusement . , , . 
dls.si.pa.tive Vdi-s9..pa-tiv\ ac^ (1684) : relating to dissipation esp. of 

dSo.cia.ble \(.)di-'s6-sh(e-)3-b3l. -st-^-\ aW (1833) : separable — 
dis.so.cia.bil.i.ty\(.)di-,s6-sh(c-)a-'bi-l3-tc,-scoAn ^ 

dis.so.cia] \(,)di(s)-'s6-sh3l\ (1762) : unsocial, selfish ^ 

dis.so^:l.ate \(.)di-'s6-shc-.at. -se.\ vb -at-ed; -at-lng i^J^^^^'^'^^'^l, 
of dissociare, f r. dis- + spciare to join, f r. socius compamon -j- mo^r? at 
social] V/ (1590) 1 : to separate from associa ion or ^^^^"f 
er 2": DISUNITE; speOf : to subject to chemical dissociation w l 
: to undergo dissociation 2 : to mutate fsp. revers,biy 

dis.so.ci.a.tion \(,)di-.s6-se-'a-sh3n, :she-\ n (16 1) 1 : the act or pro- 
cess of dissociating : the state of being dissociated: as a ; ^^e pr^csj. 
by which a chemical combination breaks up into simpler consutuents, 
esp : one that results from the action of energy (as heat) on a ga^ o^^f" ^ 
solvent on a dissolved substance b : the separation of ^ho^ segments 
of the personality (as in multiple personality) or of ^'screte mcmal pr^ 
ce>scs (as in the schizophrenias) from the ma»nstream of conscio^^^^^^ 
oi of behavior 2 : the property inherent in some bio^X^^A^nH 4u 
of certain bacteria) of differentiating into two or more distmct and re 
aiively permanent strains; also : such a strain — dis.so.cia.Ove \l,>ai 

[L dissolutilis, fr. dissol^ere to dissolve] 
(1534) : capable of being dissolved or disintegrated , 
dis.so.lule Vdi-sa-.liit. -bl\ ad) [L dissolutus, fr. pp. of ^^P'^^^ini^ 
en, dissolve] (I4c) : lacking restraint; esp '^^^^^f^^^^^^T^^ 
things (as drink or promiscuous sex) deemed vices <^5?*'r„ ,nt^f ^'^l 
ing aspects of human nature —Wallace Fowlic) — dis-so-lute-ly adv 
— diS'SO'lute-ness n 



dls.so.In.tion^\,di-s>-.'lu-sh3n\ n (14c) 1 : the act or process of 
ing- as Va : separation' into component parts "b (1) '• DECAY, p^^^ 
ORATION^ (2)i:/DEATHi ;c': stermination or destruction by braW 
down, disrupting, or di^rsing <the of the republic), d: tatfgj 
solving of an assembly or organization e - ' 
liite act or practice' ; - - ^^~r-^.,,. . 
^dis-sotve \'di-'zalv, -'zolv also -^zaw or '-'z6v\ vb^ [ME,' fr; b dissoh 
diS' + solvere xo loosen — more at solve] vf (14c). 1 a :<lo cause ^ 
perse or disappear : destroy;- b : to 'separate into cbmponens^ 
•blsiNTEORATE' - c : to bring to ah end: TERMINATE parlra^ 
d -. ANNUL- <^ an injunction)r:2 a : to cause to pass into solmfcpgg| 
fsugar in water)" b : melT; uquefy:/:c :>.to.cause.tp bc emoais^ 
moved d : to cause to fade-out in a; dissolve , . 3 archaic : Drx« 
l6osen;.'4:: to' dear up <^ a problem) ^;Vi cl a :;to, become 
ed or decomposed ^b : BREAK up,; DISPERSE • :c : to fade away iJUfg 
bccome;nuid :> MELT,/. b-:; to pass into, solution .v c jj^to be ove: 
emotionally <diiyoW into tears), d :. to resolve itself as if by cs 
lion <hatc rfuio^e<^ irito fear).,;.e : to change by a dissolve; <thr^ 

s to a Victorian parlor) — dis-solv.able V'z^-va-bal. -•z6l-\ a 

dis.sol«ventV'zal-v3nl,-'z61-\ n ora4f,^dlsrSoly;ern ^. . 
'dissolve n. < 1 916) : a gradual superimposing of one niotion-pic 

television shot upon aribther oh a screens . , c-'^' f . -Kr?^ • f * 

dis-'sb-nance Vdi-s»-n3n(t)s\ « (15c) -1 a tilack of agreement; 
consistency between the beliefs one holds or between one s acticr*^ 
one's beliefs compare COGNitrvE DISSONANCE I^b^: an insta 
such inconsistency 'ori disagreement 2' : a 'mingling -of ^discs 
sounds; esp. : a clashing or unresolved musical interval or chore 
dis.so^nant,Vnpnt\ a4^* [MF^or L; MFi fr. L dissonant^i.dissona^^i 
of rfiMoniir« to- be discordant, fr. rftr- *,sonare to .sqund r^- 
soLfND] (15c) 1 : marked .by dissonance DIscORDA>nr -^2 : 
GRUOUS-, 3 : harmonically unresolved ^ dis-so-nant-ly adv 
dis'suadc .\di-!swad\ vt: disisuadi€d;'dis.suadiing ' [MF pr L; Ng^ 
suader, ' fr. iL dismadere.^'fT. dis-r+ suddere to,urgey-^ more at sv^ 
(15c). i a -.to advise (a person) against something ^^b archaic : to s 
againit (an action).'- 2 'Mo turn from something by pcrsiiasion - 

dis.sua.sionAdi-'svfc'a-zhanX nHMF or L; MP, fr. L dissuasion-, di£ 

fr. dissuadere] (15c) : the action of dissuading^ 
dis.s 

sua.s 
dis.s 

BLE 





.distafi 



for holding the flax, tow, or wool ih'^spinhiitf .'.'fc 
: woman's work or domain' 2 : the female branch '- "^' 
or side of a family ' ; ^ i;::i^>^^"- 

Mistaff a^iKca.. 1633) : MATERNAL <the ^ side of!: 
the family)"— compare SPEAR; aZyo : FEMALE <'<^" -_'l| 
executives) • ' - '"■ - '; • • ' ' ' \' _ ; ' fv\ 
dis.tain \dis-*ian\ vt [ME disteynen, iT. MF destem- 
dre to take away the color of, fr: OF; fv- des- dis- + 
feinrfre to dye, fr. L tingere X6 wet, dye — more" at - 
TINGE] (14c) l'flrcA<i/c .: STAIN= arrAflic : DIS- - 

d?s°^al Vdis-t'lVfli*" [</wfant :+'-a/] (1808) 1 : situati'-- 
ed away from the point of attachment or origin or^' 
a central point esp. of the body — compare PROX- 
IMAL 2 : of, relating to,'or being the surface of a 
tooth that is next to the tooth behind it or that is ^ 
farthest from the middle of the front of the jaw — compare Nti: 
— dis.tal.ly \-i'l-c\ adv ' ' ; ' * 

distal convoluted tubule n (ca. 1901) : the convoluted portiosr 
vertebrate nephron that lies between the loop of Henle and xtxss 
secretory part pf-the liephron and that is concerned esp. with lic;^ 
centration of urine / . ' , . 

>dls-tance Vdis-t3h(t)s\ n (14c) 1 obs : DISCORD -2 a : separa 
time b • the degree or amount of separation between twp pwinu/ 
surfaces, or objects c (1) t an extent of area or an advance- 
route measured linearly (2) : an extent of space measured ot! 
lineariy <walhin walking ^) d : an extent of advance from £ | 
ning e : EXPANSE v f (1) : length of a race or contest <won at ^^.^ 
(2) * the full length (as of a prizefight or ball game) - (3) : a lois^j 
<r^ training) 3 : the quality or state of being distant: as - a : sp-^^ 
moteness b : pcrsonal and esp. emotional separation; also : Ri 
COLDNESS c : DIFFERENCE, DISPARITY 4 : a distant point or 
5 a : AESTHETIC DISTANCE b ; capacity to obscirve dispassionE 
go the distance aZso last the distance : to complete a course oi 
Mistance vt dls-tanced; dis.tanc.ing (1578) 1 : to place or k- 
distance 2 : to leave far behind : outstrip 
distance learning n (1972) i leaming that takes place via elcctr 
dia linking instructors and students who are not together in t:^ 

dis^Uuit \'dis-t3nt\ ad) IME, fr. MF, fr. L distant-, duitans, prp. oJ 
to stand apart, be distant, fr. dis- + stare to stand — more at C 
(14c) 1 a : separated in space : AWAY b : situated at a great et 
• FAR-OFF c : separated by a great distance from each other : ta^' 
d : far behind <finished a ~ third) 2 : separated in a relation^'?'- 
er than spatial <a ~ cousin) <the past) 3 : different in kind 
served or aloof in personal relationship : cold 5 a : going a h 
tancc voyages) b : concerned with remote things < — t 
dis*taiiMy a^fv — dis.taDt.nes$ n 

>dis*taste \(,)dis-'tast\ v/ (1592) 1 archaic : to feel aversion to 
ic ' OFFEND, DISPLEASE ^ vi, obs : to have an offensive taste 

^distaste n (1598) 1 a archaic : dislike of food or drink . - b : av 
oisiNCLiNAlioN <a for opera) 2 obs : annoyance, disco; 

dis.taste.ful \(,)dis-'tast-fDl\ adf (1607) 1 : objectionable bcci 
fcnsive to one's personal taste : disagreeable 2 : unpleiMia^ 
taste : LOATHSOME — dls.taste.ful.|y \-f»-le\ adv — dis-tasaj 



im&nk Vdish-tPl-.flok/'disA n [Pa<i rf«cA^(/?/iJk, 
--^a' thistle' +v?rtA:/firich] (1939) : a traditional ?t 
isotif in' the form of a stylized bird", 
^per \6\s-^Xtm'pM\,vt [M£ distempren, fri.L 
Ijeercadly, fr; L dis-^ tanperare to temper] (I4c) 
Hafe, 2 flrcAaic ::DERANpE;vlWSBTrLB.- .. 

fr n (ca.4555)^l .: bad humor oi-' temper • I 
J bodily state 'esp. of quadruped mammals: ; 
ivinn&du^ious disease esp>of dogs that is caused b> 
'^'^orbillivirus) and is marked by fever, leukope 
ic^ointestihal, aiidt neurological -symptoms b 

lpJ«fl(£53:XOPENIA. '3: : AILMENT, DISORDER <politic 
^ ^1 — dis»tem:per*ate Vp(a-Vrat\ aijr ■ , . - . 

lOBper n [ohs: distemper, y.iXp dilute, mix to proc 
56ri?i!fv>!F destemprer; fnU'dis- + temperare] (1632 
""•nate? i:^ which thc pigments are mixed with an em 
Itesras, or with white of egg as a vehicle and which 
y and muralsr '2 a :>the paint or the prepar 
per process "b : a painting done in distemp 
•based paints r '" -r' ■ 

vt (ca: 1873) : to paint, in or with dislempe 
^ '.a.ture \di-'stem-p(»r)r»-,chur,'-p»(r)-, -cl 
ii(,iijy|i*2l^)r\« (1531) :'a disordered condition 
Mnaa vCi-'steridVv* [ME,' Iv. AZ distendereYiv. dis- + 
istetuinr at THIN] vt (15c) .1.: EXTENDv, 2 : to'enla 
SWELL ^ vr: to become expanded syn\t 
»le \-'sten(t)-sa-b3l\ adi [distens- (fr. L distei 
-icic] (ca. 1828) : capable of being distended - 
i^wiiijiiss iivsa-'bi-la-teV^r'^'^^ _ , ' - / ' 
a«M»«»S€i or dis.teii.tioii \di-*sten(t)-shan\ n [L dis 
iere\ (15c) : the act'of distending or the stai( 
ftfc^aiiduly or abnormally' /^^^^ '- - ". 
' :^iMi)ti n [Is distichon, fr; Gk,,fr. rieut. o 
f r. di- +'stichos row,^ verse; akin to Gk sieicl 
i 1 553) a stro'phic^unit of two lines ' 
s \*dis'-li-k'ss\ dcOiiLE^distichus; fr.'Gk dt! 
— in two vertical rows <~ leaves) ■ . 
Wl«i|2*t3 dis.ta \di-;stil\ vi> dis.tiUed; dis.tUl.ing 
P^tiiiEssSfT . f r. LL • distillare, al te r . of L destillare, f i 
'§kWm^^la drop] y> (l4c)' 1 ': to let fall,' exude, or pi 
sSh'^ri ^*56SK mist 2 a^: to' subject to or transfomi by « 
>^%or as if by distillation c : to extract the esst 
r: 1 a : to fall or materialize in drops or in ; 
ijBJin!mc3r slowly or in sriiaH quantitie's at a time" 2 j 
iJUHSw b : to perform distillation ' ' 
(WfeJiaffiB \'dis-t3-ilat, ^lat; di-'sti-l3t\ « (ca^'1859) 1 
^Wi^iiniijsrcf from vapor duringVdistillatibn 2 : 'sometl 
'■,^tHi^iittiis:!nt4i as if by distilling" ' . ' '■ . ' ' 
f»5Biiaiai.«5«i Xjdis-t^Ma-'shinVn (14c) :1a : the proc 
swccessive evaporation and condensation 
Mmz afso : an Instance of distilling 2': someth 

ffi-'sti-l3rVn '(1577) : one that distills esp. al 
Gfer:^ Vdi-'sti-lb-re,' -'stil-re\' n, pi -er.ies (1759) : 
3intu:^^:i;j of alcoholic liquors)' is do'he'^ ' 

'nfi-'stii)(k)tV^M' [ME; fr. MF,,ff:.L distinct 
,T 4c ) 1 : distinguishable to the eye or niind 
iiiitiiii^l^ cultu'rargroup) .2 : presenting a clear 
B§ewiint:: neat '■i-ihaiid writing) 3 archaic : hotab. 
"upsii^iLiL <a — ' contribution to scholarship) ' b : n 
, iiSiig? sspprehended <a '-i^ possibility) — dis>tinc 
l^siiiBs: ssiv — dls.tinct.ness \-'stio(k)t-h3s, -'stiok 
1i^j';ii!ij33:>-CT, SEPARATE, DISCRETE mean not* bein 
afis^iikv ?u.-nc. distinct .indicat'cs: that something is 
t^nm£ or eye as being apart- of. different from ot! 

ti^'wiKm^ . SEPARATE.bften stresses lack of connectic 

l^jSisii^^ between two ihinss Xsepdrate rooms). D 
^ilfaStesET^ individuality and lack of connection <br 

rtie scrasi' stages). .' syn see in addition BVIDENT 
5fi8Wn»^4iia \di-'stir)(k)^shi9n\. li' (13ic) ' 1 a drchai, 
fesaf/i' : : the distinguishing of a difference <with 
gijf'isr/^-aiirrion); alsq^ : the difference distinguished 
'^-"ti^rjitei vi/ery 3 :' something that distinguishes < 
f^diiuia^KV or state of being distinguishable 5 a : tl 
fefi-^^;i politician of som 

Ift^ ^tr; rjr.ognition <took a law degree with <^^ 
'^^titeif5ca^.l!*,hment that sets one apart <the ~ of b 

^^li^iiic) ^ ' 

t \di-'stio(k)-tiv\ a4r' (15c) l a : serving 
ff.sj!i«if^^ riving style or distinction 2 : capable of i 
!U!$4SS|3C.* different in meaning as well as in sound f 
ranee , syn see characteristic — di; 

J <*de.s-,tan-'ga, (,)dis-; di-'stai3-,\ fl^^/ [F, fr. 
fv'jss^inguished esp. in manner or bearing 

^ iA \di-'stig-(g)wish\ vh (MF distinguer, fr. 1 
r o>' pricking, fr. dis- + -stinguere (akin to L 
iD[5D-^ at stick] vt (1561) 1 : to perceive a diffe; 
l^ssiiffisss- <;o alike they could not be '^ed} 2 a : to 
■gissTzx b : to separate into kinds, classes, or < 
n.jti!WiiflCii:;^cnce or distinction to i^ed themsclvt 
<)tKi^riirzE .RfZE 3 a : DISCERN i^ed a light in the 
iiiuc : ukc special notice of ^ w : to perceive a » 
tsakKiBil.i.ty V,stii)-(g)wi-sh3-'bi-l»-tc\ n — d 
^is^^-ihA-balX adj — dis.tin.guish*ably \-ble\ , 
' led adj (1714) 1 : marked by eminence, c 
: befitting an eminent person syn see Fa: 
(d Conduct Medal n (1862) : a British m 
j^iijcr distinguished conduct in the field 
saed Flying Cross n (1918) 1 : a British m 
:\.iT icts of gallantry when flying in opcratlor 
» t',S. military decoration awarded for hero 
'"^ment while participating in an aerial fligl 
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characterized by degeneration and inflammation of skeletal and cardi- 
ac raiiscle and lesions of the central nervous system. ? t v ; ? . . 

en-ceph-a>loii \in-'se-f»T,lan, -lan\ /i, p/ ria \-l9\^^',TiTrGk enkephalds] 
(1741) : the vertebrate brain tov:, « , ,ic i v • • , ■ . ; »' - 

eii*ceph*a.lop.a*tfay .\in-,se-f3-na-p^the\ n - (1866) : ' a- disease of the 
brain; esp : one involving alterations of brain structure H-'en-ceph*a- 
lo.path.lc\-l3-'pa-thik\'a^<?'7/ ',; ' ^i^. i^:,r'-/:.'^.: " - • . 

en>chaiii \in-*chfin\ vr [ME encheynen. ir. MF encHainer, fr. OH, fr. en- ,+ 
chaeine chain] (14c) :'t6 bind or hold with er as if with chains'— en- 
clialn*ment A-msntVn .\ - i ^'/i >i- ^ - .'v/.-. , , . r. .,t , . 

enchant \in-»chant; en-\ wf [ME, fr.'MF enchanteri(r, L inccntafe, fT:m- 
+ cantare to sing -r-: more at chaNTJ (14c) .1 : to influence by or as if 
by charms and incantation ; BBWiTCH f 2-: to attract and ihove'deeply 
: rouse to ecstatic admiration <the scene her to the point of tears 
— Elinor WyUe>"SyntSee ATTRACTV.=' -'^ xc- \J..i^--..,' 

en-chanter n (13c) : one that enchants; eg? rsoRCERER .: . < . - . ^ .v 

en-chanMng a«ir.(1606) : charming — en>chant*ing*ly \-'chan-tiq-le\ 
adv ■:-\<' '.i?.-;. ■ ■ ^ = 

en*chant-ment \in-'chant-m»nt, en-\ n (13c)., 1 a:: , the act or art of en- 
chanting b :.'the quality or state of being enchanted 2 : something 
that enchants . . sc-^t^ • . . .. r 

en*clkant>ress \in''chan-tr3s, en-\ n (14c) 1 a. woman who practices 
maaic : SORCERESS- 2 : a fascinating woman 1 

en»cliase .\in-'chas\ vt [ME, to emboss, fr. MFj enchasser'Xo enshrine, set, 
fr. en- +: cAosy^.rcliquary, fr. L capsa case. — more at^CASEldSc)- .1 
: ornament: as a : to cut or carve in reliefv b : inlaYvs 2 : SET 17b 

en*chi*la*da \,en-ch9-'lS-d3\ n [AmerSpV fr. fem. of enchilddo, pp. of en- 
chilar to season with chili, fr. Sp en- 'en- + chile chili) (1887) 1;: a 
rolled filled tortilla covered with chili sauce and usu. baked 2 

: SCHMBAR, BALL OF WAX <the whole , . . - ^ 

en>chi*rid>i*on Vn-ikT-'rirderari, -.ki-Vw, />/.Trid«ia \-de-3\ [LL, fr. Gk 
encheiridion, fr. en in + cheir haiid — more at IN^ CHIR-J (15c) : Hand- 
book, MANUAL ... . . '-r^-vf i. it£v7-,!f-.itf.t. - .f s -V--; 'i. • 

-en»chy>ma \'ei)-k>-ma\ n com6 j'br7nr-;'/ ren*cliy.'ma^ta \en-*ki-m3-t9i 
-'kI-m3-\ or -encfaymas [NL, fr./>are/ic/i>'ma]«:, cellular, tissue <coUen- 
chyma> .v^, . • . l ■ 

en>ci*pher \in-'si-far, cn-\ vt (1577)': to convert (a message) into cipher 
— en>ci*pher<er Vfar-arX n — en*cl*pher*ment<Vfdr-m9nt\ n - • . - 

en*cir-cle \in-'s3r-kal, cn-\ vt (ME enserclen] (I5c),.-cl:: to form a circle 
around : SURROUND 2 : to pass completely around. en-ctrrde- 
ment VmantX n H'" - * • 

en clair \a"-'kler\ adv or adt (F, in clear],(ca.;189^ : in plain language <a 
message sent en c/a2r> , - ; .• . ,., . v- 

en*clasp \in-'klasp, en-\ vt (1596) : to sei2e and hold : embrace . - >.V - 

en-claye Ven-,kIay;<-f'an-,klay.:T'aDT\ n: (Ft fr, MF, fr. enc/m'cr to en- 
close, fr. (assumed) VL inclaviire to lbck.up,.fr..L /n-.+ c/ctvk key — 
more at claviclbI (1868) : a distinct territorial, cultural, or social unit 
enclosed within or as if within foreign territory, <ethnic '^sy , \ > ./^ , 

en>clit>ic \en-'kli-tik\ n [ LL encHticus, . f r. :,Gk enJditikos. f r . - erOdinesthai 
to lean on, fr. en-: + klinein to lean — more at LEAN].(ca..l663) : a clitic 
that is associated with a preceding word — enclitic J,. 

en«closc .Vn-^kloz, en-V.v/ [ME, prob. fr, enc/as. enclosed, fr. MF, pp. of 
enclore to enclose, fr. (assumed).VL inc/a«^/CT-e, 'alter, of Lincludere — 
more at include] (14c) l a (l)"::to close in : surround <~ a porch 
with glas5> (2) : to fence off (common land) for individual use> b : to 
hold in : CONFINE v'2 : to include along with something else in a parcel 
or envelope <a check is cnc/o^erf herewith) ' ' : . .. ^ 

en«clo*sure \in-'kl6^zh»r, en-\n^(15c),fl :,the act or.action of enclosing 
: the quality or state of being enclosed 2 something that encloses '3 
: something enclosed <a letter with two f*-'j>fi, ur. < •-■ • 

en*c<xle \in-'k6d. ch-V vr (ca! 1919) 1 : to "convert (as a body of inforiha- 
tion) from one system of communication into another; esp : to convert 
(a message) iiito.code 2 :" to specify the genetic code for.— en*cod*er 

en*co*mi-ast \eh-'k6-me-,ast, . -nie-3st\ n . (Gk' enkom iastes, . , , f r. 
enk&miazein to praise, fr. ehkdmiori\ (1610) ; one that praises':. EULO- 
GIST — en*co*mi*as*tic \-,kd-me-'as-tik\ a^' , - . /.;«* 't'.v. 

eii*co*mi«um \en-'kd-me-9m\ n, pi -nii*anis or Tmia,Vme-3\ (L, fr. Gk 
enkomion, fr. en in + komos revel, .celebration] (1589) : glowing and 
warmly enthusiastic praise; also:, an expression of this . ^ . . 

Syn ENCOMIUM, EULOGY, PAN EGYMC,- TRIBUTE, ^CITATION mean a 

formal expression of praise/;ENC6MiUM'.,implies. enthusiasm ^^^a^^ 
warmth in praising a person or a'thinig! Et/LOCY applies to a prepared 
speech or writing extolling the virtues and'services of a person, pane- 
gyric suggests an elaborate often poetic compliment. TRIBUTE im- 
plies deeply felt praise conveyed cither, through words or through a 
significant act. citation applies to the' formal praise accompanying 
the mention of a person in a military dispatch or in awarding ah, hon- 
orary degree. 

en*com<pass Vin-'ksm-pas, en- also -'kam-X vir [ME] (14c) 1 W : to form 
a circle about : ENCLOSE b obs : to go completely around 2a: EN;- 
VELOP b : INCLUDE <a plan that ^^-e^ a number of aims>;, 3 : BRING 
ABOUT, ACCOMPLISH <^ a task> — en*com>pass-inent .\-p3-sm9nt\ n 

*en*core Vfin-ikdr. -ikdrX n [F, still, again] (1712) : a' demand for repeti- 
tion or reappearance made by an audience; also : a reappearance or ad- 
ditional performance in response to such a demand 

^encore vt en«cored; en*cor*iiig (1748) : to request an encore of or by 

'en*coiin-ter Nin-'kai^n-tsr, en-\ en*coim>tered; en<coiin*ter*ing 
\-*kai[in-t(3-)riQ\ [ME encountren, fr. MF encontrer, fr. ML incontrare, 
fr. LL incontra toward, fr. L in- + contra against — more at COUNTER] 
vt (14c) 1 a : to meet as an adversary or enemy b : to engage in con- 
flict with 2 : to come upon face-to-face 3 : to come upon esp. unex- 
pectedly t^vixXo meet esp. by chance 

'encounter n (14c) 1 a : a meeting esp. between hostile factions or per- 
sons b : a sudden often violent clash : combat 2 a : a chance meet- 
ing b : a direct often momentary meeting 3 : a coming into the vicin- 
ity of a celestial body <the Martian '-^ of a spacecraft) 

encounter group n (1967) : a usu. unstructured group that seeks to de- 
velop the capacity of the individual to express feelings and to form 
emotional ties by unrestrained confrontetion of individuals 

en*conr*age \in-*kar-ij, -'ka-rij, en-\ vr.-aged; -ageing (ME encoragen, 
fr. MF encoragier. fr, OF, fr. en- + corage courage] (15c) 1 : to inspire 
with courage, spirit, or hope : hearten 2 : to spur on : stimulate 
3 : to give help or patronage to : FOSTER — en*cour*ag*er n 



t.Syn ENCOURAGE; INSPIRIT, hearten, EMBOLDEN ' mean lO'i 

courage ' or strength , of purpose, encourage suggests the zk 
-t^one*s confidence esp. by. an external ■ agency. <the teacher's 
'^ coio'aged the studcn ti: to greater cfforts>.'iNSpiRiT, somewhsil 
implies instilling life, energy, courage, or vigor into somethn: 
Otis. inflPiri'ed, the people to resist). HEARTEN implies the f 
dispiritedncss.or despondency by an infusion of fresh coun 
.7 <a' hospital) patient Aeortene^:/ by ^good new5>. embolden L 

g'ving of courage sufficient to overcome tinaidity or.rclucu- 
yldened by her first success, she tried ari.cven mbre'difficua;; 
en<oar*age>ment Vij-mdnt. -rij-\ n (1568) I : the act of eiwt_ 
:.the state^of being encouraged •'.{2 :. something that encoura^ i 
en^omr-ag*ing .\-i-jio, -ri-jioVo^f (1593) giving hope or pro 
SPDUTING — en^onr.ag.|ig.|y \-jin-leV/wfr ,./r..r.i':?' 
en-crim*son \ih-*krim-Z3n\ vi (1597) : to makV ordye crimsoc 
en«croach Ain-'kroch, eh-A v/ {tAE'jericrochen x.o get.'seize, fr. 

\chiefi fr.'OF.- fr. 'en- •¥,:ctoc; croche^ hook \ — : ;mbre at CRO ^ 

1534) :l :'to enter by jgsradual steps or.by stealth into the p 
rights of another^ 2 : to advance. beyond the usual or proper S 
- igradually . rvzn^ sea>^:i syn - see VTRESpassc ^ ien*croacn*er 
: croach-ment ArTcroch-mantV n ' :/ - ' »: {> v^: i ; ^ 

en^mst^Xinr'krdSt, iQ-V vb [prob: fr. L irtcrustare, fr. in-'+ crucrsa 
(1641) : to cover, line, or overlay with or as if with a crust 
• form-a crust . .. • • ■. :v' v^.'. . J.. % v^VX^ -.. r" 

en*cnis*tB*tlon \(,)in-,kras-'ta-sh3n;",enA var o/ incrustation 
en*crypt \inr'kript, en-\ vt (en- + crypt- (as in cryptogram)] C 
. : . ENCIPHER- /2 : ENCODE 1 T-^ en*ciyp.ti<Hi \T*krip-sb3n\ n 
eii*cnm«ber.\in-'k3m-b3r\ vr,-<um*bered; -cinn-ber>ing \-b(*-:^ 
. encombrerii it. cnconji>reFv vfr/ OF. fr. 'en-., +i(assumed) 0F;| 
dam. weir) (14c) 1 :. weigh DOWN; BURDEN > 2 :~td impede odina 
the7unctipn or activity of :■ hinder >r3.': to burden with a \ — 
(as a mortgage) X'Tx^ an e<5tate> ' -lv v , •.<..,> 
en-cmnifcmce.\in-'k3m-bran(t)s^ l;::something thtai^ . 

.hers :. impediment ,2 : a claim (as a mortgajse) against pro^yr^^jij 
eii*cuin*branc*er \rbr3n(t)-s3r\ n (1858) : one. thaf holds au/^ 

.brance-:, ; ...V-^U-; >;::V A* - 

-en^Aan(t)-se, :»n(tK n s^jS^x [ME -encie.rfr..rL"-ei»«Mi — . 
-ENCE) : quality or state <despondency> . ' -ii 

*en«cyc>Ii-cal Xih-'si-kli-kal, cn-\ ddj^JL eTtcyciicus, tr. Gk enJt- 
cular, general, fr. en in + kyklds circle r-- .more- at iNt-vWHES 
: addressed to all the individuals 'of a group :~general 

'encyclical n (1837) : 'an.cncyclicalietter;\speci^;:ta papal \c 
bishops of the church as a whole or to those in onfe c6untr>- 

eiQ>cv*cIo-i>e*dia,aZso.en«cy^loipa^i^^ VinT,si-kl9-^-^e-3\ s f, 
cyclopaedia course of general educationiifr.-Gk:enA9;/:/zb5 + psi 
ucation, child rearing, fr. paid-; pais child more at few) 01 
work that contains information oh all branches of khowledcrra: 
comprehensively a particular branch of. knowledge usu. in*2 
ranged alphabetically. often by subjects*;.-?-/'. - • v, 

en»cy<lo-pie-dic oito en^.clo.i*ae?dk \-^fp€-dik\^^^^^ 
ing to, or. suggestive of an encyclopedia- or its methods of tz 
covering a subject : comprehensive <an ^ mind> <an ^ < 
of armor> — enK:y^lo.pe^K»l>lVAKli-k(»-)ie\ a^. ; 

en>cy-clo>peHlism \-!pe-,di-Z9mVn (1833) i.the quaIity:or siair « 
encyclopedic • '"^ /ti -^r^- : >.,',%•.:„ , < f ^ 

eii.cy*clo*pe*dist Vpe-dist\ n ( 165 1) . . one' who co'tnpiles oi w 
an encyclojpedia.r, 2 often cap : one of .the wiitersof'a French « 
pedia (1751-80) who were ideiitified with the Enlightenment i 
catcd deism and scientific rationalism ;.- ; • ^ 

en*cyst \in-'sist, en-\ vr (184S) ; to enclose in a cyst^ vi : to icam 
come enclosed in a cyst'^ en-eyst*ment \-'sis(t)-m3nt\ n 

*end Vend\ n (ME endB^tx. OE; akin to OHG enri end, L ante 
anti against] (bef. 120) 1 a : the part.of an area that Ucs at lic^fi* 
ary b (1) : a point that marks the extent of something (2 ) : 
where something ceases to exist <world without *^> -.c : ih«-^:i 
or last part lengthwise :.TIP d : the terminal unit of somethii^iM 
that is marked off by units e : a player stationed at the extro:^! 
line (as in football) '2a: cessation of a course of action, pursmil^^ 
tivity b : DEATH, destruction c (l) : the ultunate state 
SULT, ISSUE;. 3 t soihething ! incomplete, fragmeiitary, or 
: REMNANT 4 a' : an outcome worked toward ': purpose <thr - 
ciry is to be poctry:;^R; P. Warrcn> - 'b :; the object by virtue virJi 
the sake of which an event takes place . 5 a : a share in an un: " 
<kept your up> r b : a particular operation or aspect of an x 
ing or organization <the sales ^ of the business> 6 : someihs 
extreme : ULTIMATE — used- with tAe -7 : a period of action crsMt 
any of various sports events (as archery or lawn bowling) 
TENTION — end-ed Ven-d3d\ a4i — in the end ' : after ^ 
mately — no end : exceedingly ^ on end : without a sio? 
<it rained for days on emi> > . - ' 

'end vt (bef. I2c) 1 a : to bring to an end b : destroy 2 : iojs 
the end of w 1 a :-to come to ah end . b : to reach a sp^c:i 
mate rank or situation ■— usu. used with up ir^ed up as a < 
:DIE syn see close ^ 

*end adj (13c) : final; in,TiMATE results> markeis> < 

UCt> ^ • K . f f ^ 

*end vt (prob. alter, of E dial, in (to harvest)] (1607) ditd Er^ m 
(grain or hay) into a bam or stack 

end- or endo- comb form [F, fr, Gk, fr. endon within; akin loOa^ 

OL indu, Hitt flndan within — more at in) . 1 : within : insjd; 

eleton) — compare ect-, exo- 2 : taking in <emiothermic> 
en*dam«age \in-'da-mij\ vt (ME) (14c) : to cause loss or dama?::-^ 
end*amoe*ba \,en-d»-'m6-b3\ n [NL. genus name) (ca. 1879) : a 

genus (Endamoeba) comprising amoebas parasitic in the ivr^ 

insects — compare entamoeba 

en-dan>ger Xin-'dan-jarX -dan-gered; -dan<ger*ing \-*dan>-z3 
j»-\ vt (1509) : to bring into danger or peril W : to create a iia 
situation <driving to '^y — en>dan-ger*nient \-'d4n-jar-mat£ . 

en-dan*gered ad; (1964) : being or relating to an endangerr:!^j 
<an bird> <put on the — list> 

endangered species n (1964) : a species threatened with 
broadly : anyone or anything whose continued existence is L 

en*darch Vcn-,dark\ a^f (ca. 1900) : formed or taking place : 
cells outward xylem> 



tw:t^!926) : a football play in whic 
Mtfc:^:ar of scrimmage to take a hand 
BJiBMcti ;hc opposite flank 

ny \ien-,dfir-t»-'rck-t»-mc\ r, 
4,T^ ETj artery (fr. end- + arteria ar 
Bi4^tesa3^'al of the inner layer of ah ai 
rcc occluded (as by ihtimal pla<) 
fC.sbrSnX n (1927) : TELENCEPJ 
3. 1891) : end plate 
)^m^izr^ rt (1580) 1 obs : to make hig 
^bs-^ ri&cause to become beloved or ai 

"^"^ aaainfe-'dir-mahtX h (1610) -1 : 'a wi 
i^jit&caon 2 : the act or process ol 
'!SL-*de-v9r\ vb. en«deav*ored; e 
I CO exert oneself, fr. en; + dever 
: ft^aflstiisr : to strive to achieve or. rea 
.-af la obligation) by exertion' of 
* ork with set puri>ose'> syn si 
Z5c) 1 : serious determined efl 
mi^' ' rsTERPRiSE <fields'of 
rjSsafr/ Brit var c^j^ENDEAVOR ■ '■ 
£ies!^^-mik, iii^ d^W endimique, 
'S^jssSiyriia action of aweUihg^fi'. a 
, populace 'tt more at dema< 
^m:ims^'?'t \o a particular people or cc 

^ tin. a. particular field,'area, or ei 

jjttti:iii)ni3|> <ihe self-indulgence''^. in th 
W^m ;nr^;tr to a locality or region ir^ 
io)?K»3 — en<dem*i^*lyA-*de-mi-k 
. a?''tEir-sj-ie, -da^'mi-A n — en*d^-m) 
wtiiif t jSj : an endemic' organism. , 
^a-,dor-'ga-nik\ (entf- + G 
|il|i!|i«a|irS;:: SNDOTHERMic 1 <an '-^'biocl 
lkr;ft5^4iE=-*dek-,sen; i,sln\ n (1947) : an 

li»f "^tr>i3am\ n (1884) : the stage of 
it'Wii' Hrrr>: also : the final stages of s 
i^^^BiV£isci"t n (bef. 12c) : spmethiiig that 
tiifiiiipsiw! b : one or more' letters br's 
a'?Sfe!ins'fe:uon ' .*' 

W^Ai^^ZXTZ / ' ' . 

g;i^^\|iii-ni;,SF,. 4n-'dev\ h [ME;, fr. MF, fr. 
til «i!iBCi^iii5) ( 1 4c) 4 : iari arihual 'or 
_ ^-.fssufhia) widely cultivated as a sal: 
^ *v.itiltair-i«"^ ?loping cfown of chicory w 
' 'ii:$?n?ras taJads by growing in darkness 
il!i!/*i^ui^;iert n (1888);: ENDPAPER '„:/ 
?»^^'aairfS--i«\ adj (bef . . 1 2c) ' ^ 1 "i being . 
i^^«i'.'x*srch> 2 : extremely nu'meroi] 
iBiiwt^^^iiiiicc^^ — Edmund Burke> 3 : j 
, |||r^!fflflBii34M.s.|y adv end*less*ness n 
^^mk-ilWS') : a line marking'ari end or b 
'**'fe.^::;r,3 Sot at either end of a football 1 
JlHi'VCte ,?>^5i line _b : a line at either en 
" Wit :xrpendicular^to the sidelines 
j^i^SsaiiastCacHjX adv (ME en^^^ibni^' alter, c 
pifpiJiMDiEbs?. prep. — more at along) 

^ ? : a man at each end of thie lir 
i'.w.ims: -icaages in comic repartee' wit 
«»<f^if'^cit''.r-.rn6st\ adf O^f. 12c) : situate 
frntcCr-^iK n (1926) : a note placed 
ml^ «c-i-dd-,bi-'a-tik, -bcA'aflt?" (IS 
ti«il3s.;cs52kiOf (issues .of a host <~ fungi) 
vra-do-'kar-de-alX ad; (ca;'184 
^tiiV^nfl -zf: relating to the endocardium 
' " » V.kar-'dl-t3s\ n [NLl (ca. 183 
^Kufa. iissar; and its valves . ' 

I V-'kar-dc-am\ n, pi -dia \-de-: 
, -Bi!#*'|ES- 1^64) : a thin serous membran« 

....... 

-d?-,karp\ n (F endocarpe] (18 

_ ir.iifcsf.'c^ of the pericarp of a fruit (as 
W0^i[sms!^:' ■a hffn it consists of two or m- 
' ' "i^ijiiiiiatsrcsr^i;: texture or consistency ' 
wt^M^-sffi-io-ikastX n (1949) : ENDOCRa 

' Vn-da-*kan-dr»l\ Jfli^r (18 
I te.. acrmcd by, or being ossificat 
^^aiiRissr jrom centers arising in cartil: 
» -ar7.>>iiion of lime salts in the .ca 
ttiBifc. C^Ea^ved by secondary absorpt 
ijanecg by true bony tissue 

t east \,cn-d3-,kra-ne-al-\ n (19 
:r:tnial cavity showing the appr 
trr-j^ -JzbC brain 

""^•rsi-i^kran, -,krin, -,kren\ ad; (1 
iiTTste'iVi to separate — more 
.Sliij.;iiC3L i511) 1 : secreting interna 
^^Ifite-TwassrsTi secretions that are distribu 
il«%aftp' >s a ay of the bloodstream <an 
sj., relating to, affecting, or resen 
^ ;umors> 
i?i»ntX-22) 1 : HORMONE 2 : ENDO 
(1914) : a gland (as the thy 
r>;an2 5::;ic<crine secretion — called als 
B«4c \,en-d»-,kri-n'l-'a-jik, -,kri- 
adj (ca. 1934) : involving or 
ons or to endocrinology 
\,en-d»-kri-*na-la-jc, -,kri-\ 
iiiiiiiiKr ^J-i the endocrine glands — en« 
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CHAPTER 3 Applicaitiohs pfihe^Deri^ 



A\^.begin: this sectipii by lofAmg-^ the jMp 

aritf jts^tang6^^ 

We^ then make" bur observations -more 

findmg^^extre^ - ^^1^^^:.: 

lirif'Fi^ure^.l, the liriei jsiarig^ntto'the: ihf| 
p6iritT(a^ /(a)).VNote that /'has;a,positive slope: It as Uf 

mbves from left to righti The griaphi^must exhibit this same^ m^^ 
neai-jc ^= In tefms of the foncti we see that-isVxincreas^ tlirous|f 
fl/ the values of i^yCx) also increSse7^Smcefthe lii% 
at^P: is '^the^dmvatiy^ /'(a)\oiE^the;%i =civ^we;c^^ ^ 

/'(a) > Q\ ihen f is'i^ ■ ; ; : -i'! , 

Exanlining the situation at the i)Oint Q = (fr/^^^^^^ f$ 
we seeHhat thb tang^ /*, whiclvhas a-negative^slopie^jfer//^ 
as It iiiQves froni^ieft^^ right. The gratj^ifi of X near'^ 
throUgfe^^fcj^'^^ conclude: If f'(b)^^ 6, then/f js-detf-easm^ g 

These conclusions are clearly valid only near' the point of tarig^ 
The similarity between the behavior of the tangent line / and the behavicif 
of the function / holds only when the line and the curve are close to ea 
other, and the tangent line is guaranteed to be close to the curve'bnly neai 
• the point of tangency. The line and the curve can drift far apart as we mo^^ 
away from the point of tangency. The tangent line / at point P in FigUi^ 
3.1 continues to rise forever, but this;behavior is not true for the graph ^ 
f. Indeed, we have seen that / is decreasing at Q. 

At the point R(c, /(c)) on the graph of /, in Figure 3.1, the tangeii|| 
line /' is horizontal: It is neither rising nor falling. The graph in Figui^ 
3.1 shows the behavior of the function hear this point: The function 
is decreasing as it approaches x = c and is increasing afterward. We 
say that the function / has a local minimum value at x = c — that is, ne^^ 
X =.c, all the values of / (x) are greater than /(c). 

Our reasoning here has been geometric and informal. To make ose^ 
conclusions more precise, let us now consider a graph that represents va4^i 
ations in some physical quantity such as temperature, resistance in an ele^ 



Figure 3. / 
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This invention rdates to improvements in f old- 
ing sui^orts for handbags and the like. 

Ijadies ordinarily carry handbags of diff^nt 
sizes and when they go to a restaurant for meals» 

5 or sit down at a card table, the handbag must 
either be laid upon the table, or held in the lap, 
both ways of which are inconvenient. Since 
women usually carry money and other valuables 
in' their handbags, it is necessary to keep them in 

10 view at all times, to prevent unauthorized persons 
from obtaining access to them. 

It is the object of this invention to produce a^ 
hook or support of such construction that it can 
be readily carried in the handbag and which shall 

IS be so designed that It can be used for supporting 
the handbag from the edge of a table and. which 
makes it possible for a woman to keep her hand- 
bag within sight and easy reach when seated at a 
table. 

20 The improved support or hook that forms the 
subject of Uiis invention will now be described in 
detail and for this purpose reference will be had 
to the accompanying drawing on which it has 
been illustrated in its preferred form and inr which 

25 Figure 1 is a fragmentary perspective view of a 
card table showing a handbag supported from the 
edge thereof by the improved hook; 

Hgure 2 is a section through, the edge of the 
table, taken on line 2—2, Figure 1, and shows ttie 

30 hook in place thereon, the handbag being indicat- 
ed by dotted lines: 

Figure 3 is a section taken on line 8— 3^ Figure 
2, but shows only a portion of the hook; ^d 
Rgiu*e 4 is an edge elevation of the hook shqw- 

35 ing the same in folded position and ready to be 
inserted into the handbag. 

In the drawing, reference numeral 5 designates 
the top of a table, which in Figure 1 has been 
shown as an ordinary card table provided with 

40 foldable legs 6. The hook T is formed from a wire 
or rod of any suitable material such as steel or 
brass, and whose surface may have any desirable 
flnui> such as nickel, silver or gold plating. Hie 
hook is so bent that it resembles, in a general 

43 way, the letter S, the upper loop 8 being quite 
large in comparison with the lower loop 9, all as 
shown in Figure 2. The end 10 of loop 8 is direct- 
ed downwardly and has its center in a plane x-^ 
which passes through the center 1 1 of the loop 9. 

50 End 10 is flattened and its sides lie in spaced 
planes perpendicular to the plane of the hook. 
End 10 is provided with an opening for the recep- 
ticm of the pivot pin 12. A plate 18. which may 
be either circular or oblong, is provided on its 

55 upper surface with two lugs or ears 14 that are 
spaced to receive the end 10,- and provided with . 
openings for the reception of the idvot pin 12. 

Plate 18 can be turned about pivot 18 from the 
position shown in Figures.2 and 3 to the position 

00 shown In ngure 4; la the latter posltton the bottk 



can be said to be folded and can be easily put : 
into the handbag or a pocket 

When the hook is to be employed for supporting 
a handbag or any other object, the plate 18 is 
turned from the position shown in Figure 4 to 6 
that shown in Figures 2 and 3^ and the hook is put 
into position over the edge of the table in the 
manner shown in Figures 1 and 2. The flat sur- 
face of the plate engages the table top and pre- 
vents it from becoming scratched or marred. The 10 
under surface of tiie plate may have a covering 1 5 
of rubber or felt if desired. 

After the hook has been put into position, the 
handbag, designated by numeral 16, may be hung 
by its handle IT from the loop 9. It will be seen 15 
from the drawing that the hook can swing about 
the axis of the pivot 12, but not in the opposite 
direction. The handbag can be supported in 
either closed or open position, and when it is open, 
the owner has ready access to It at all times, whic^ 20 
is a great convenience. 

After the hook has been used, it is removed 
and the plate 18 turned into the position shown 
in Figure 4« in which position It takes up very little 
space. . 2S 

Although the hook, is prlmiqily Intended to 
suCTwrt handbags, it is evident that it can be an-, 
ployed for . supporting any other articles such as 
clothing. 

In the claims the words ''upper" and "top" are 80 
emi^oyed to designate the end of the hook hav- 
ing the enlarged loop and the "bottom" or "lower" 
the end having the fflnall loop 9. 

Having described the invention, what is claimed 
as new is: 35 

1. A support comprising in conlbination. a hook- 
portion of substantially 8-shape, the upper loop 
being larger than the lower and adapted to ex- 
tend over the. edge of a table top. the lower lobp 
serving as a hook to support an object* the ^ 
end of the uwer loop terminating \ln a portion 
whose axis extended intersects the lower loop, and 
a plate attached to the end of the xipper loop by 
a idvot that is perpendicular to the axis and lies ^ 
in the plane of the hpcdc-portlon. said plate serv-. 
ing to contact with a supporting surface. 

Z A support comprising in combination a hook- . 
portion of substantially 8*shw. the end of the 
upper loop being directed downwardly so that its 50 
center line intersects the lower loop, the end of 
the upper loop having a plate attached thereto by 
a x^vot pin that lies in the lAane.of the hook-por- 
tion and is perpendicular to the center line of the . 
end of the loop, the plate being rotatable about 55 
the pivot from a plane perpendicular to the center 
line and into a plane parallel with titie plane of 
■ the hodk-portion. 

AIARGC&r VOH SCHRdSESBR. 80 
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swivel 4® [swlv-uftl] Rronuncia.tipn.KeYvS.howJ 
Brpnunciatlon noun, verb, -eied, -el-ing or {espedatiy British ) - 
elled, -el ling. 

-noun 

1. a fastening device that allows the thing fastened to turn 
around freely upon it, esp. to turn in a full circle. 

2. such a device consisting of two parts, each of which turns 
around Independently, as a compound link of a chain, one 
part of which turns freely tn the other by means of a headed 
pin or the like. 

3. a pivoted support allowing a gun to turn around in a 
horizontal plane. 

4. a swivel gun. 

5. a device attached to a loom and used as a shuttle to weave 
extra threads In the production of small figures, esp. dots. 

-verb (used with object) 

6. to turn or pivot on or as If on a swivel: He swiveled his chair 
around. 

7. to fasten by a swivel; fiimlsh with a swivel. 
-verb (used without object) 

8. to turn on or If as on a swivel. 



[Origin: 1275-1325; ME (n.), equlv. to swiv- (weak s. of OE 
swifan to revolve; c. ON svlfa to turn) + -et Instrumental suffix] 

—Related forms 
swivet'like, adjective 

Dfctionary.com Unabridged (v l.i) 

Based on the Random House Unabridged Ofctlonarv, Random House, Inc. 2006. 
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Produce rigging hardware sponior«d unks 

Shackle, Clip. Turnbucke, Hook Quick link. Wire cable, PLug etc. 
www.H-qu3lity.com 

Metal Stools 

High quality metal stools at factory direct prices, 
www .Seating Depot.com 

Swivel 

Swivel at a great deal! Swivel on eBay Motors. 
www.eBayMotors.com 



Arnerican^Heritage^Dictlonary: - Gte This. Source - Share Jhis 

swiv>el (swTv'al) fLronuncjationJOey 

n. 

1. A link, pivot, or other fastening so designed that it permits 
the free turning of attached parts. 

2. A pivoted support that allows an attached object, such as a 
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3. A gun that turns on a pivot. 



V. swiveled or swivelled, swiv*el*ing or swIveMIng, 
swivels 

V. tr. 

1. To turn or rotate on or as If on a swivel. 

2. To secure, fit, or support with a swivel. 



V. intr. 
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To turn on or as If on a swivel. 



[Middle English swyvel.] 



(OP.wnjo^d, Now or Puy..lhe.Book) 

The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English language. Fourth EdiUon 
Copyright <£' 2006 by Houghton Mifflin Company. 
Published by Houghton Mifflin Company. Atl rights reserved. 

CITE THIS SOURCE | PRINT 



swivel (n.) 

1307, from frequentative form of stem of O.E. verb swifan "to 
move In a course, sweep" (a class I strong verb), from P.Gmc. 
^swipanan (cf. O.Fris. swiva "to be uncertain," O.N. svifa "to 
rove, ramble, drift"), from PIE base *swel- "swing, bend, move 
in a sweeping manner." M.E. swive was the principal slang for "to 
have sexual intercourse with," a sense that developed c.1300. 
This probably explains why, though the root is verbal, the verb 
swivel is not attested in Mod.Eng. until 1794. 



Online Etymology Dictionary, © 2001 Douglas Harper 
CTTE THIS SOURCE | PRINT 



WordNet ' Qte rhis..So.ur<:e - Shar^,.Thfs 
swivel 

noun 

1. a coupling (as in a chain) that has one end that turns on a 
headed pin 

verb 

1. turn on a pivot [syn: pivot] 



WordNet® 3.0, ^ 2006 by Princeton Unhrersity. 
CITE THIS SOURCE j PRINT 



Websterlsfleyi^^ - QteJhis,Source - 

SharjeShis 

Swivel 

Swlv"el\, n. [AS. sw[=i]f3n to move quickly, to remove; aicin to 
Icel. sveifia to whirl, shake, sv[=i]fa to ramble, to turn. See 
Swoop^ and cf. Swift a reel, Svyjft, a.] 

1. (Mech.) A piece, as a ring or hook, attached to another piece by 
a pin, in such a manner as to permit rotation about the pin as an 
axis. 

2. (Mil.) A small piece of ordnance, turning on a point or swivel; — 
called also swivel. gun. —Wilhelm. 

SwJveLbndge, a kind of drawbridge that turns round on a vertical 
axis; a swing bridge. 

Swiy.el.hook, a hook connected with the iron strap of a pulley block 
by a swivel Joint, for readily taking the turns out of a tackle. 

Swivel joint, a joint, the two pieces composing which turn round, 
with respect to each other, on a longitudinal pin or axis, as in a 
chain, to prevent twisting. 



Webster's Revised Unabridged Dictionary, t> 1996. 1998 MICRA, Inc. 
CITE THIS SOURCE | PRINT 



\^ebsterJs,R€ytsedMiy3bndged.Qiictipn - Qtejyiis^Spurce • 
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Webster's Revised unabridged Dictionary, 9 1996, 1998 MICRA, Inc. 
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Share This: m®^Ji^a\&U^^ 



Produce rigging hardware sponsorea unks 

Shackle, Clip, Turnbucke, Hook Quick link. Wire cable, PLug etc. 
www.H-quality.com 

Metal Stools 

High quality metal stools at factory direct prices. 
www.SeatingDepot.com 

Swivel 

Swivel at a great deal! Swivel on eBay Motors. 

www.eBayMotors.com 

Robot System Products AB 

Industrial robot peripherals Tool Changer, Swivel, Gripper 
www . robotsy stemproducts . com/ 

Swivels, Snaps & Clevises 

Shop Cabeia's for swivels, snaps & clevises. 100% satisfaction, 
www, Cabelas.com 



swivel 



About • Privacy Policy • Terms of Use • Link to Us • Report Ad • Contact Us 
Copyright ® 2008, C^tlonary.oom, LLC. All rights reserved. 
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Re Application of: 



Shelly Lenna Bau^ly 
Ai^licatioD Smal No. 1 0/763,426 
Filed: January 23, 2004 
For Purse Hanger 



Examiner: Le, Tan 

Group Art Uiut 3632 

Declaration 

Ronald R. Shea 
2S40 Country Hills Rd. 
Apt 192 
Bzea,CA 92821 



Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria. VA 223 13-1450 

DECLARATION OF LENNA BAUERLY 
UNDER37 6 CFR L116(e) and 1,68 

I, Shelly Lenna Bauerly, am the named inventor and owner of U.S. Patent Application 
No. 10/763.426 by Bauerly, entitled "Purse Han^." filed on January 23, 2004. 

The developir^nt of a working model of die claimed invention consisted of numerous 
experiments, including many designs that &iled to achieve the design initiatives. 

The design of the rigid arm and diain combination, as described in die patent application, 
that would remain stable vi^n si^jpo^^^ig a purse &om a table top, was only achieved 
afttf that experimentation and £ulure by actual models. 

Additional experimCTtation with various designs was undertaken to develop a means of 
reducing the likelihood that a purse and hanger would be knocked ofTa table by a slight 
bump or bnish of a passer-by. Various rubber and cork surfiaces were not sufficient to 
prevent the purse hanger fiom sliding off of a table ^en brushed by a passer by. 
Atten^its to suspend a pursie sufficiently far under a table to minimize bnisfaiiig resulted 
in impractical designs. Eventually, the swivel joint described in Ae invention was 
conpeived to allow the purse to rotate finely when bumped, thereby releasing rotati(Hial 
energy without the purse hanger pivoting offa table top due to that rotational caergy. 
When experiments wane conducted with this design, it greatly enhanced the stability^ of 
the purse hanger when a purse haiiging therefixun was bumped or Imished by a passer-by, 

I certify under penalty of peijury that I have actual knowledge of all claims and assertions 
set forth in die foregoing statement, and that foregoing stalemem is true and accur^ I 
am aware that willful felse statements and flie like are punishabte by fine or 
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imprisonment or both under 18 U.S.C. § 1001 and may jeopaidize tfie validity of the 
qyplication, or any patent issuing thereon. 

Signed by my hand this 10*^ day of May, 2008 
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PURSE HANGER 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Field of the Invention 

The present invention is directed to the field of mechanical devices. More 
particularly, the present invention is directed to a purse hanger for hanging purses and 
handbags from tabletops and surfaces. 

Description of the Prior Art 



At coffeehouses, restaurants, bars, or indoor and outdoor cafes, people crowd at tables 
with limited space. In addition to space for food and drink, table tops are often called upon to 

15 support ash trays, chess boards, books, newspapers, etc. Those who carry purses and 
handbags often crowd their handbags into the center of the table. Purses and handbags on a; 
tabletop reduce the space on the tabletop, and are an annoyance when reaching for food, 
drink, or other items. Some handbag users choose to sit with their handbags on their 
respective laps, creating a less than leisurely atmosphere. Others elect to place their handbag' 

20 'oii the floor or sidewalk next to thek chair, under their chair, or beneath the table. Multiple 
inconveniences abound from these options, however. Floors and sidewalks are often 
unsanitary, and wholly unsuitable for contact with anything other than the bottom of one's 
shoe. Additionally, purses and handbags which are placed next to or under a chair are 
completely out of the line of sight of the owner, and can be stolen without the knowledge of 

25 the owner until it is time to leave. Even when not stolen, the vigilance required to continually 
check on a purse or handbag beneath a chair again detracts from the leisure and pleasure of a 
cafii or restaurant experience. 



Purse hangers for hanging a purse from a table often align the weight of a purse in an 
30 unstable position, causing the purse holder to slide off the table. Bolting or fastening a purse 
hanger to a table top prevents a purse hanger from sliding off the table, but are only usefiil 
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when a purse owner sits at the table fitted with the fixed-in-place purse hanger. Prior art 
: purse hangers that are carried in a purse are easily lost within the purse, and difficult to find 
among other various items stored within a purse. 

There remams therefore a need for a purse holder that can easily be located without 
becoming lost in the purse of a user. There is also a need for a purse holder that will not 
readily slide off a tabletop. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

According to an embodiment of the invention, a purse hanger for hanging a purse from 
a flat surface comprises a rigid interface member defining a substantially planar interface area 
that is co-planar with the flat surface. A rigid arm has a proximal end coupled with the rigid 
interface member aiid a distal end oriented vertically beneath the planar interface area. The 
proximal end can be swivelably coupled to the rigid interface member, or fixedly coupled, 
according to alternative embodiments. A flexible member has a first end coupled to the distal 
end of the rigid arm, and a second end coupled to a purse engagement member for engaging a 
strap of a purse. 

According to one embodiment, the rigid arm is detachably coupled with the rigid 
interface member. 

The rigid interface member can have a storage cavity, vsiiich can contain various 
personal items including, but not limited to one or more shades of lip gloss, foundation, make 
up, vitamins, drugs, a timepiece, a cellular telephone, a camera and combinations thereof. 
The storage cavity can be divided into multiple storage spaces by modular inserts. 

A cover for covering the storage cavity has a securement means for securing the cover 
to the rigid interface member. The securement means may include, but is not limited to snaps, 
clasps, hooks, hinges, magnets, threaded members, and combinations thereof. 
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The rigid ami can include a horizontal extension parallel with the planar interface 
area, and a vertical extension that is about perpendicular to the horizontal extension. 
The vertical extension can include a lengthening means for altering a length of the vertical 
extension. The flexible member will preferably have at least one swivel joint, which can 
5 include a top swivel member coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm, a bottom swivel 
member coupled to the purse engagement member, or a swivel link. 

The purse engagement member is advantageously formed from a rigid loop having a 
movable loop member movably engaged to a primary loop member. When the movable loop 

10 member is in a first position, the purse engagement loop is a closed loop, and when the 

movable loop member is in a second position, the purse engagement member is an open loop. 
The movable loop member can be movably engaged to the primary loop member through a 
pivot means or through a slide means, such as a tubular member into which the movable loop 
member can retract. A spring member urges the movable loop member toward the first 

15 position. 

A method for storing a purse hanger comprises the steps of securing the purse 
engagement member to a purse handle, opening the purse, flexing the flexible member, and, 
placing the rigid interface member within the purse, wherein the purse engagement member 
20 remains secured to the purse strap. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is an isometric view of a purse supported from a table by the purse holder of 
25 the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged isometric view of an embodiment of the purse holder of FIG. 1 
with a hinged movable loop member. 

30 FIG. 3 is an isometric view of the purse holder of FIG. 1 partially stored within a purse 

while the purse engagement loop remains engaged to a purse handle. 
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FIG. 4 is an isometric view of the purse holder of FIG. 1 partially stored within a purse 
while the purse engagement loop remams engaged to a purse handle. 

FIG. 5 is a top plan embodiment of the purse holder of FIG. 1 having a timepiece 
within the rigid interface member and a slide opening purse engagement member. 

FIG. 6 is an isometric view of the flexible member of the purse holder of FIG. 1 
comprising a swivel ball chain swivelably secured to an upper flexible member coupling. 

FIG. 7 is an isometric view of a vertical extension portion of a rigid arm of the purse 
holder of FIG. 1 with a tumbuckle for adjusting the vertical length of the rigid arm. 

FIG. 8 is a cross sectional view of the tumbuckle of FIG. 7 showing the interior thread 
engagement with the vertical extension. 

FIG. 9 is an isometric view of an embodiment of the rigid interface member of FIG. 1. 
having a neck comprising a detachable ball and assembly. 

FIG. 10 is an isolated view of the rigid mterface member of FIG. 1 swiveling about the 
rigid arm. 

FIG. 1 1 is a cross sectional top plan view of a threaded neck embodiment of the purse 
holder of FIG. 1 engaged with a threaded rigid arm. 

FIG. 12 is a rear elevational view of the purse holder of FIG. 1 showing a swivel 
engagement of the rigid interface member with the rigid arm. 

FIG. 13 is a front elevational view of an embodiment of the purse holder of FIG. 1 
showing a hinged cover coupled to the top end of the rigid interface member and padding 
coupled to a bottom surface of the rigid interface member. 
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FIG. 14. is an isometric view of an embodiment of the purse holder of FIG. 13 with a 
mirror formed in the cover and lip gloss in the rigid interface embodiment. 

5 FIG. 15 is a top plan view an embodiment of the purse holder of FIG. 1 with an 

enlarged knob and choke flange securing the rigid interface member to the rigid arm. 

FIG. 16 an isometric view of the purse holder of FIG. 1 with a threaded cover and 
modular insert members fitting inside the rigid interface member, and a flexible member 
10 comprising gold braid surrounding a high tensile strength core. 

FIG. 16a is a cross sectional view of the flexible member of FIG. 16. 

FIG. 17 is an embodiment of the flexible member of FIG. 1 comprised of pearls strung 
1 5 around a high tensile strength core. 

FIG. 18 is an alternative embodiment of a purse hanger having a rigid interface 
member comprising a frame with multiple legs. 

20 FIG. 1 9 is the purse hanger of FIG. 1 having a rigid arm with a progressive curve. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

Overview 

25 Referring primarily to FIGS. 1 and 2, a purse hanger 20 for hanging a purse 80 from a 

horizontal surface such as a tabletop 21 has a rigid interface member 22. As used herein, the 
term purse includes any handbag device having at least one handle 81 for carrying by hand, or 
for looping over a shoulder, and a compartment area for carrying personal items and chattels. 

30 A rigid arm 45 extends horizontally outward from the rigid interface member. The 

rigid arm 45 has a proximal end 46 and a distal end 55. The proximal end is coupled to the 
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neck 38 of the rigid interface member 22. Preferably, the neck is pivotably coupled to the 
rigid arm, thereby allowing the distal end to pivot to a lowest gravitational position. 
Embodiments are envisioned, however, wherein the rigid arm 45 is secured to the neck 38 in a 
non-pivoting relationship. 

5 

The rigid interface member 22 has a planar interface area 23. In the embodiment of 
FIG. 2, the planar interface area is about co-extensive with the bottom surface of the rigid 
interface member. In the embodiment of FIG. 13, the planar interface area 23 is defmed by 
the bottom surface of a pad 28 m contact with the tabletop 21. In the embodiment of FIG. 1 8, 
10 the planar interface area 23 is a substantially triangular area with the comers of the triangle 
established by the position of the three legs 87. As discussed in greater detail herein, a purse 
will hang in a stable orientation from a purse hanger 20 if the distal end 55 of the rigid arm 45 
is positioned vertically beneath the planar interface area 23. 

15 A flexible member 60 is secured to the distal end 55 through an upper flexible member 

coupling 61, and to a purse engagement member shown as a rigid loop 70 through a lower 
flexible member coupling 62. One or more straps 81 of a purse 80 are placed within the rigid 
loop. The rigid interface member 22 is placed on a table top, and the purse hangs from the 
table top, suspended by the purse holder. Certain prior art purse holders have suspended i 

20 purse strap from the tip of a metal rod, potentially damaging or even poking a hole in ah 
expensive purse strap. Because the strap rests in a rigid loop, the present invention does not 
inflict damage to purse straps. 

A common inconvenience of prior art purse holders has been that, when stored within 
25 the purse, subsequent use requires searching for the purse holder amidst a purse full of 
personal items, or abandoning the search and storing the handbag or purse below the table or 
in a traditional manner. An advantage of the present invention is the flexible member 60. 
Referring primarily to FIGS. 3 and 4, when the purse hanger is not in use, the flexible 
member 60 of the present invention allows most of the purse hanger 20 to be stored inside the 
30 purse 80 while the purse engagement member 70 remains secured to a purse strap 81. 
Because the purse hanger can be easily located in the purse due to its connection to the purse 
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Strap 81, the purse holder is easily located no matter how many personal items are stored in a 
purse. 

The Interface Member 

Referring primarily to FIGS. 5 and 9-16, the rigid interface member 22 has a flat 
bottom surface 24 defining the planar interface 23 for resting parallel to a tabletop 21. The 
planar interface area 23 can be coextensive with the bottom surface 24 of the rigid interface 
member, as shown in FIG. 2, or can be defined by padding 28 attached to the bottom surface, 
as shown in FIG. 1 3 and discussed further below. 

An alternative embodiment shown in FIG. 18 includes a multi-leg embodiment 25 of a 
rigid interface member comprising a frame 26 with three legs 87 extending therefrom. The 
distal ends of the legs individually interface with a tabletop 21, and thereby define a 
geometric plane which includes the planar interface 23. 



As best seen in FIGS. 12, 13 and 18, a layer of padding 28 established an optimal 
frictional contact with a table top 21, and avoids scratching table surfaces. The padding can 
be formed from a variety of materials, including but not limited to felt, cork, rubber, or other 
materials. Those skilled in the art will recognize that in embodiments utilizing layer of 
20 padding, the planar interface 23 is technically established by the padding, not the rigid 
interface member 22 or ihe distal ends of the legs 87. 

According to one embodiment, the rigid interface member 22 releasably couples to a 
cover 29 by a securement means, shown in FIGS. 5, and 14 as a clasp and hinge assembly. 

25 An upper clasp 32 on the cover engages a lower clasp 33 on the rigid interface member to 
secure the cover in place. When the clasp release 34 is pressed by a user, the clasp assembly 
releases the cover from the rigid interface member. According to the embodiment shown in 
FIGS. 9, 10, and 13, an optional hinge 31 prevents the cover from detaching completely from 
the rigid interface member 22. A hinge can also be used independent of a clasp means. The 

30 hinge assembly 3 1 can advantageously be used with other mechanical closing devices, such as 
a two-position rocker-and-spring assembly, wherein, when the cover is below a center 
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position, the cover is urged shut by the spring, and when lifted above the rocker point, the 
cover is urged open by the spring. 

FIG. 16 shows an alternative embodiment wherein the cover 29 releasably engages the 
5 rigid interface member in a threadabie engagement. Mutually engageable upper threads 34 
and lower threads 35 are respectively formed around the edges of the cover 29 and the rigid 
interface member 22. 

As seen in FIGS. 14 and 16, a storage cavity 30 within the rigid interface member 22 
10 can be used to store personal items, such as lip gloss 41 or other forms of make-up 82, 
prescription medications 83, a condom, or other small personal items. Consumable personal 
items such as lip gloss will preferably be stored in a pre-formed container that can be removed 
and replaced withm the storage cavity 30. FIG. 16 shows an altemative embodiment 
including modular inserts 43 which can be used to segregate storage of separate items, such as 
1 5 different shades of lip gloss or make-up, different prescription medications, etc. 

FIG. 5 illustrates an embodiment comprising a timepiece 44 disposed within the 
storage cavity 30, and a watch stem 27 extending out of the side of the rigid interface member 
22. Altemative electrical and mechanical devices such as battery operated timepieces, 

20 cameras, or cellular telephones stored within the cavity 30 are envisioned within the scope of 
the claimed invention. Those skilled in the art will understand that insertion ports for 
batteries, digital memory, cell-phone ear plugs, and other electro-mechanical accessories can 
be positioned in a variety of places, such as in the bottom surface 24, the side of the rigid 
interface member 22, or in the storage cavity 30 as accessed after opening the cover 29. 

25 Watches and other electronic and mechanical devices are preferably removable for battery 
replacement, servicing, or exchanging with other insertabie devices and members. 

The upper surface of the rigid interface member, seen m FIG. 1, 9 and 19 will 
preferably be a decorative member. Expensive embodiments can include onyx, lapis lazuli, or 
30 other precious or semi-precious stones, as well as porcelain, ceramic, gold, platinum and 
silver etchings, and other jeweled and decorative surfaces. The decorative surfaces can 
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include various artistic displays, emblems of college and professional sports teams, casinos, 
restaurants, inaugurations, sports championships and other commemorative events. 

A neck 38 extending horizontally from the rigid interface mernber 22 is discussed in 
greater detail in conjunction with the rigid arm 45. The neck can be integrally formed with 
the rigid interfece member, or securely attached thereto. The axis of the neck is preferably 
parallel to the planar interface area 23. 

The Rigid Arm 

The neck 38 couples a rigid arm 45 to the rigid interface member 22. 

Referring primarily to FIGS. 2, 5-12 and 14-16, the rigid arm 45 is formed from a 
rigid material or combination of materials that are strong enough to maintain a preformed 
shape while supporting the weight of a purse. Materials can include, but not limited to metal, 
graphite, composite and kevlar compositions or combinations. The rigid arm preferably 
includes a horizontal extension 50 and a vertical extension 5L Embodiments are envisioned 
wherein the rigid arm is single piece construction, such as a contiguous wire rod. Alternative 
embodiments discussed in greater detail below envision a rigid arm having multiple separate 
members joined by a linking piece, such as a tumbuckle. 

The proximal end 46 of the rigid arm is located at the tip of the horizontal extension 
50, and couples with the neck 38 of the rigid interface member 22. When the rigid arm is 
coupled with the neck 38, the horizontal extension of the rigid arm is parallel to the planar 

interface area 23. 

The distal end 55 of the rigid arm couples with the flexible member 60 through an 
upper flexible member coupling 61. 

As discussed above, the engagement between the proximal end 46 of the rigid arm 45 
and the neck 38 is preferably a swivelable engagement. FIG. 5 shows a basic swivel 
engagement that permanently couples the horizontal extension 50 to the neck 38. 
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FIG. 9 shows a swivel engagement including an inner neck portion 38a extending 
from the rigid interface member 22 and an outer neck portion 38b coupled with the horizontal 
extension 50. A release means shown as a ball-detent engagement allows the rigid interface 
member 22 to be detached from the rigid arm 45. A depressible ball 58 in the inner neck 
engages a detent opening 59 in the outer neck portion 38b to form a ball-detent engagement. 
The rigid interface member 22 can be released from the rigid arm 45 by depressing the ball 58 
and withdrawing the inner neck 38a from the outer neck 38b. 

FIG. 1 1 shows an alternative swivel embodiment with a release means comprising a 
threaded engagement between the horizontal extension 50 of the rigid arm 45 and the neck 38. 
The horizontal extension 50 includes a threaded portion 48 engaged with a threaded interior 
42 of the neck 38. The threaded embodiment allows the horizontal extension 50 of the rigid 
arm 45 to swivel within the neck 38. Although threaded engagements can allow a rigid 
interface member 22 to be detached from the rigid arm 45, alternative embodiments are 
envisioned wherein a stop, such as a thread interruption, prevents the complete unscrewing 
and detachment of the rigid arm from the rigid interface member. 

FIG. 15 is an alternative swivelable embodiment having an enlargement shown as a 
rounded boss 47 formed on the proximal end of the rigid arm, and secured within the neck by 
a constriction shown as a choke flange 37 within the neck 38. 

The specific embodiments of swivelable and releasable engagements of the rigid arm 
45 and the rigid interface member 22, as described above, however, are exemplary, and are 
not intended to limit other swivel engagements that are fiilly intended within the scope of the 
claims, including detachable and non-detachable swivel engagements. Additionally, non- 
swivelable embodiments are envisioned wherein the rigid arm 45 is engaged to the neck 38 in 
a non-swiveling relationship. 

As shown in FIGS. 1, 2, 5, 12, 14 and 16, rigid arm embodiments 45 can include a 
vertical extension 51 perpendicular to the horizontal extension 50. A lengthening means on 
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the vertical extension 51, shown, as a tumbuckle 49, allows adjustment of the vertical distance 
between the planar interface area 23 and the distal end 55 of the rigid arm 45, A vertical 
lengthening means allows the purse hanger 20 to be adjusted according to the thickness of the 
table, bar, or other horizontal surface from which a purse may be hung. By positioning the 
lengthening means on a vertical extension 51, the act of lengthening or shortening the vertical, 
extension will not move the distal end 55 out of the center axis. 

FIGS. 7 and 8 show an enlarged view of a lengthening means in the form of a threaded 
tumbuckle 49 coupling an upper member 56 and a lower member 57 of the vertical extension. 
According to one embodiment, the tumbuckle can be completely unscrewed from at least one 
of the upper and lower members 56, 57, thereby allowing the user to combine a different 
flexible member 60 with the purse hanger assembly. An alternative embodiment, however, 
envisions stops such as enlarged unthreaded portions on the upper and lower members 56, 57 
that prevent detachment of the upper and lower members from the tumbuckle. 

FIG. 19 illustrates alternative embodiment with a rigid arm 45 defined by a large 
progressive curve. The shape of the rigid arms in the figures are exemplary, and other 
alternative shapes are envisioned. The rigid arm can be formed from multiple members, such 
as two rods and a tumbuckle as shown in FIG. 16, or from single piece construction as shown 
in FIG. 19. 

The Stable Region 

As best seen in FIGS. 12, 13 and 18, the stable region 69 is the region vertically 
beneath the planar interface area 23. When a purse 80 is suspended by a purse hanger 20 
supported by a flat surface 21, and the distal end 55 of the rigid arm 45 is within the stable 
region, the sum of the moments acting on the rigid interface member will be zero, allowing a 
purse hanger to remain in a stable orientation. In swivel embodiments, the rigid arm will be 
urged by gravity to pivot until the distal end 55 passes into the stable region. In non- 
swiveling embodiments, the distal end will be fixedly disposed within the stable region. 
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As noted above, the planar interface area 23 depends on the shape and arrangement of 
the member or members in physical contact with the tabletop. In the embodiment of FIG. 2, 
the planar interface area is about co-extensive with the bottom surface of the rigid interface 
member. In the embodiment of FIG. 13, the planar interface area 23 is defined by the bottom 
surface of a felt, rubber or cork pad 28 in contact with the tabletop 21. In the multi-leg 
embodiment 25 of FIG. 18, the planar interface area 23 is a substantially triangular area with 
the comers of the triangle established by the position of the three legs 87. 

As best seen in FIG. 12, the stable region 69 vertically beneath the planar interface 
area 23 is largest when the planar interface area is horizontal. When the rigid interface 
member is swiveled to a non-horizontal orientation, the stable region 69 collapses in size. 

The weight of a purse will naturally cause some flexure of a rigid arm, and can alter 
the horizontal position of the distal end 55. If bending or flexure were to move the distal end 
out of the stable region 69 during use, the purse hanger would become unstable. FIGS. 1, 2 
and 19 show a purse hanger 20 designed, when a purse of a predetermined weight is 
supported by the purse hanger, the distal end 55 is aligned along the center axis 68 that 
intersects the geometric center 67 of the planar interface area 23 at right angles. According to 
this design, minor flexure of the rigid arm or minor manufacturing variations will not move 
the distal end 55 outside of the stable region 69 or otherwise degrade the stability or 
usefulness of the purse hanger. In swiveling embodiments, the arc defined by the distal end 
55 will pass through the center axis 68. In non-swiveling embodiments, the distal end 55 of 
the rigid arm should be fixedly disposed in vertical alignment beneath the planar interface 
area 23 when the planar interface area is horizontal. 

The Flexible Member 

As best shown in FIGS. 1-5 and 16, a flexible member 60 has a first end with an upper 
flexible member coupling 61 for coupling with the distal end 55 of rigid arm 45, and a second 
end with a lower flexible member coupling 62 for coupling with the purse engagement loop 
70. The flexible member can be formed from any material or combination of materials that is 
sufficiently flexible to allow the purse hanger 20 to be stored in a purse 80 without detaching 
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the purse engagement loop 70 from the purse strap, and strong enough to reliably hold a purse 
in a suspended position. The opening in the purse can be substantially closed with the flexible 
member protruding through a small opening. Because part of the flexible member will remain 
outside the purse, the user can easily pull the remamder of the purse hanger out of the purse 
5 for use. According to a preferred embodiment, the flexible member will be between one inch 
and four inches in length. The appended claims, however, comprehend embodiments having 
a flexible member less than one inch or greater dian four inches. 

When a purse 80 hangs from a purse hanger as in FIG. 1, an impact against the purse 
10 80, such as might be imparted from a knee or chair, can impart a torque to the purse which 
can be transmitted to the interface member 22, dislodging it from the tabletop 21. Such 
torque, however, can be dissipated by allowing the purse to spin when impacted by a knee or 
chair. The flexible member 60, therefore, should include at least one swivel member. FIG. 5 
shows a purse hanger with a swivel engagement in the upper flex coupling 61, and a flexible 
15 member 60 in the form of a swivel ball chain. FIG. 2 shows a purse hanger with swivel 
engagements for the upper flex coupling 61 and the lower flexible coupling 62, as well as a 
swivel ball chain for the flexible member. FIG. 6 is an enlarged view of a swivel ball chain 
that can detachably connect to the upper flexible member coupling 61 . 

20 FIG. 16 and cross sectional view 16A show a non swiveling flexible member 60 

comprising a flexible high strength tensile core 65 surrounded by decorative external layering, 
shown as gold braid 64. High strength tensile members can include, but are not limited to 
steel or other wire rope, nylon, spun glass, carbon kevlar, as well as composites that are not 
yet developed. External decorative layering can include, but is not limited to, gold, silver or 

25 platinum chain or braid, as well as other jewelry. FIG. 17 shows pearls 66 strung on a high 
tensile strength core 65. Because a high tensile strength core such as steel rope will impart 
torque when twisted, and will not release the torque through swiveling, embodiments 
comprising a non-swiveling flexible member such as FIGS. 16 and 17 comprise non- 
swivelable flexible members 60 connected with swivelable upper flexible member coupling 

30 61 and lower flexible member coupling 62. 
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The Purse Engagement Loop 

FIGS. 1-4 show a purse engagement loop 70 for holding the handle, or handles 81 of a 
purse 80. Referring to FIGS. 2 and 5, a purse engagement loop 70 is a rigid member having a 
primary loop member 71 and a movable loop member in the form of a hinged member 72 that 
is hingably secured to the primary loop member. The hinged member 72 can move between 
first and second positions relative to the primary loop member. A spring member urges the 
movable loop to the first position. When the movable loop member is moved firom the first 
position to the second position relative to the primary loop member, the loop 70 is an open 
loop, and one or both purse straps 81, can be inserted through the opening and placed into the 
loop. When the hinged member 72 is restored to the first position, the loop 70 becomes a 
closed loop, securely holding the purse strap(s) inside the loop. . 

According to the embodiment of FIG. 2, the movable loop member 72 is attached to 
the primary loop member 71 by a hmge74, and moves between the first and second positions 
in a svnvel motion, A spring 73 exerts a force between the primary loop member and the 
hinged member 72 to urge the hinged member to swivel to the closed position. 

The embodiment of FIG. 5 shows a primary loop member having a tubular 
construction 76, and a movable loop member in the form of a slidable member 75 that can 
sUdably retract into the tubular construction. A helical spring 78 is positioned within the 
tubular construction to urge the slidable member 75 into a closed position. A finger tab 77 on 
the slidable member provides a means for a user to retract the slidable member. 

An alternative embodiment for purse engagement loop 70, seen in FIG. 1, comprises a 
continuous loop without any movable member. During fabrication of a purse, a purse handle 
81, or multiple handles, as in FIG. 1 are inserted through the continuous rigid loop 70. The 
purse handle is then fixed to the purse 80 in a manner known in purse construction. The purse 
hanger 20 is thereby permanently or semi-permanently affixed to the purse handle. 

The present invention is directed to a purse hanger for hanging a purse fix)m a 
table or other horizontal surfaces. The purse hanger has a flexible member allovsdng the rigid 

14 



Patent Application 
Bauerlv 00100 

interface member of the purse hanger to be stored in the purse without detaching the purse 
engagement member 70 from a purse strap. Many features that would be readily understood 
to one skilled in the art have not been discussed so as to not needlessly obscure important 
features of the claimed invention. At the same time, many specific details included herein are 
descriptive of particular embodiments, but are not essential to every embodiment 
comprehended by the appended claims. Accordingly, these details should not be construed to 
limit the scope of the claims appended hereto. It will be apparent to those skilled in the art 
that many modifications, alternatives and equivalent embodiments are possible without 
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention set forth in the appended claims. 
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CLAIMS 

I Claim: 

1 1 . A purse hanger for hanging a purse from a flat surface comprising: 

2 a) a rigid interface member defining a planar interface area; 

3 b) a rigid arm with a proximal end coupled with the rigid interface member and a 

4 distal end; 

5 c) a flexible member with a first end coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm, 

6 and a second end coupled to a purse engagement member. 

1 2. The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein the planar interface area is 

2 substantially co-planar with said flat surface, and wherein said distal end of said rigid 

3 arm is oriented vertically beneath said planar interface area. 
4 

5 3. The purse hanger according to claim 1 further comprising a purse with a purse strap 

6 engaged with said purse engagement member. 

1 4. The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein the rigid arm is swivelably coupled 

2 with the rigid interface member. 

1 5. The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein the rigid arm is detachably coupled 

2 with the rigid interface member. 

1 6. The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein the rigid interface member has a 

2 storage cavity. 

1 7. The purse hanger according to claim 6 further comprising storage members stored in 

2 said storage cavity, said storage members being selected from among a group 

3 consisting of lip gloss, foundation, make up, vitamins, drugs, a condom, modular 

4 inserts, a timepiece, a cellular telephone, a camera and combinations thereof 
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1 8. The purse hanger according to claim 6 further comprising a cover for covering said 

2 storage cavity, and securement means for securing said cover to said rigid interface 

3 member. 

1 9. The purse hanger according to claim 8 wherein said securement means is selected 

2 from among a group consisting of snaps, clasps, hooks, hinges, magnets, threaded 

3 members, and combinations thereof 

1 1 0. The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein said rigid arm comprises a horizontal 

2 extension parallel with said planar interface area. 

1 11. The purse hanger according to claim 1 0 wherein the rigid arm comprises a vertical 

2 extension that is about perpendicular to said horizontal extension. 

1 12. The purse hanger according to claim 1 1 wherein the vertical extension has a 

2 lengthening means for altering a length of the vertical extension. 

1 13. The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein the first end of the flexible member is - 

2 coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm by a swivel joint. 

1 14. The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein the second end of the flexible member 

2 is coupled to the purse engagement member by a swivel joint. 

1 15. The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein the purse engagement member is a 

2 rigid loop. 

1 16. The purse hanger according to claim 15 wherein the rigid loop is a single continuous 

2 loop. 

1 17. The purse hanger according to claim 1 5 wherein the rigid loop is a formed from a 

2 movable loop member movably engaged to a primary loop member, wherein, when 
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1 the movable loop member is in a first position, the rigid loop is a closed loop, and 

2 when the movable loop member is in a second position, the rigid loop is an open loop. 

1 18. The purse hanger according to claim 1 7 wherein the movable loop member is movably 

2 engaged to the primai^ loop member through a pivot means. 

1 1 9. The purse hanger according to claim 1 7 wherein the movable loop member is slidably 

2 engaged to the primary loop member through a slide means. 

1 20. The purse hanger according to claim 19 wherein said slide means includes a tubular 

2 member into which the movable loop member can retract. 

1 21. The purse hanger according to claim 1 7 further comprising a spring member for 

2 urging said movable loop member toward said first position. 

1 22. A purse hanger for hanging a purse from a horizontal surface comprising: 

2 a) a rigid interface member with a planar interface area resting on said horizontal 

3 surface; 

4 b) a rigid arm with a proximal end coupled to said interface member and a distal 

5 end disposed vertically beneath said planar interface area; 

6 c) . a flexible member with first and second ends, said first end of said flexible 

7 member secured to said distal end of said rigid arm; 

8 d) a purse engagement member coupled with said second end of said flexible 

9 member. 

I 23. The purse hanger of claim 22 wherein the flexible member is at least one inch long. 

1 24. The purse hanger of claim 22 wherein said purse engagement member is a rigid loop. 

1 25. The purse hanger of claim 24 wherein the rigid loop comprises a primary loop 

2 member coupled to a movable loop member, said movable loop member being 
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movable between first and second positionis, wherein, in said first position, said rigid 
loop is a closed loop, and in said second position, said rigid loop is an open loop. 

The purse hanger of claim 25 further comprising a spring member engaged with said 
primary loop member and with said movable loop member to urge said movable loop 
member to said first position. 

The purse hanger according to claim 22 wherein said rigid arm has a lengthening 
means. 

The purse hanger according to claim 27 wherein said lengthening means comprises a 
turabuckle. 

The purse hanger according to claim 22 fiirther comprising a storage cavity vsdthin said 
rigid interface member. 

The purse hanger according to claim 29 fiirther comprising a cover for covering said 
storage cavity, and a cover engagement means for engaging said cover to said rigid 
interface member. 

The purse hanger of claim 30 wherein the cover engagement means is selected &om 
among a group consisting of hinges, clasps, threaded members, chains, clips, and 
combinations thereof 

The purse hanger according to claim 29 fiirther comprising storage members stored 
within said storage cavity, said storage members selected form among a group 
consisting of lip gloss, foundation, modular dividers, vitamins, prescription 
medication, a condom, a cell phone, a time piece, a camera, and combinations thereof. 

A method.for storing a purse hanger having a rigid arm with a proximal end extending 
firom a rigid interface member and a distal end secured to a first end of a flexible 
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member, a second end of said flexible member having a purse engagement member 
secured to a strap of a purse, the method comprising the steps: 

a) opening the purse; 

b) flexing said flexible member; and, 

c) placing said rigid interface member within said purse, wherein said purse engagement 
member remains secured to said purse strap. 

34. The method of claim 33 further comprising the step of substantially closing said purse, 
wherein said flexible member protrudes through a small opening in said purse. 
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A purse hanger for hanging a purse from a flat surface has a rigid interface member 
defining a substantially planar interface area that is co-planar with the flat surface during use. 
A rigid arm has a proximal end swivelably coupled with the rigid interface member and a 
distal end, which, in use, is oriented by gravity to a position vertically beneath the planar 
interface area. A flexible member has a first end coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm, 
and a second end coupled to a purse engagement member such as a rigid loop securing the 
purse strap. The flexible member allows the rigid interface member to be stored in the purse 
while the purse engagement member remains secured to the purse strap. The rigid interface 
member can have a storage cavity for storing personal items. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Applicant's reply filed 10/1 1/07 is acknowledged. Claims 1-2. 4-32. 35-39 and 41 
are currently pending. Claims 3, 33-34 and 40 had been canceled. Claims 5-9, 19-20, 
29-32 and 35-36 had been withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action, can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1-2, 4, 10-11, 13-18 and 22-25. 37-39 and 41 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over GB Patent No. 2,253,998 to Lurie et al. in 
view of JP 10-1 13275 to Omura. 

As to claims 1 and 22, Lurie et al teaches hanger device for hanging handbags, 
purses or the like (Figs. 1-4) from a horizontal surface, comprising a rigid interface 
member defining a planar interface area (12); a rigid arm with a proximal segment 
terminating at proximal end 19, a distal segment 20, 21, 22, 23, 15) terminating at distal 
end 21, 22, 23, 15, a centrally extension ( a bend or curve between 13 and 20) disposed 
between proximal segment and a distal segment, wherein the proximal end is coupled 
with the rigid interface member, the proximal end being in a orientation substantially 
parallel to the planar interface area and curving Into the central extension, and wherein 
the central extension curves into the distal segment which extends vertically downward 
(20) from the central extension when the distal end is positioned vertically beneath the 
planar interface area. Note that the distal end in this case, the examiner considers as 



Application/Control Number: Page 3 

10/763,426 

Art Unit: 3632 

segment (21, 22. 23. 15 upon which a handbag, purse or the like can be supported or 

secured). 

The Lurie device differs from claim 1 of the present invention in that it is not 
provided with a flexible member with a first end coupled to the distal end (at the v- 
shaped)*of the rigid arm, and a second end coupled to a purse engagement member. 

Omura teaches the concept of such. Omura teaches the hanger device with a 
flexible member (6) having a first end coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm (3) and a 
second end coupled to a purse engagement member (8). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the rat at the time the invention was made to provide a flexible 
member with a first end coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm and a second end 
coupled to a purse engagement member as in Omura on the hook of Lurie in order to 
allow a user to hang the type of the purse where there is no full top closure of the 
interior of the purse and to provide a configuration which to be easily opened/closed 
and/or attached/detached (Omura, abstract). 

As to claim 2, Lurie as modified also teaches the distal end of the rigid ami being 
oriented vertically beneath the geometric center of said planar interface area. 

As to claim 4. Lurie et al. as modified also teaches the rigid arm being swivelably 
coupled (5) with the rigid interface member. 

Continuing to claims 10-1 1 and 38, Lurie et al as modified also teaches the rigid 
arm comprising a horizontal extension (13) (Fig. 2), which is parallel with the planar 
interface area; and the rigid arm having a vertical extension (20) that is substantially 
perpendicular to said horizontal extension. 
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As to claim 1 3, Lurie et al as modified also teaches first end of the flexible 
member (6. Omura) being coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm by a swivel joint (7). 
Note that the examiner considers the ring 7 of Omura is a swivel joint since the ring 7 of 
Omura is capable of turning or pivoting allowing the flexible member and thus the 
handbag/purse to turn around in a horizontal plane. 

As to claim 14, Lurie et al as modified also teaches the second end of the flexible 
member being coupled to the purse engagement member by a swivel joint (Omura. 9). 
The examiner also considers the ring 9 of Omura is a swivel joint since the ring 9 of 
Omura is capable of turning or pivoting allowing the flexible member and thus the 
handbag/purse to turn around in a horizontal plane. 

As to claims 15-16, the purse engagement member (8) of Omura as modified is 
also a rigid loop, a single continuous loop (when the engagement member is closed). 

As to claims 17-18, wherein the rigid loop is a formed from a movable loop 
member (8) movably engaged to a primary loop member (the remained loop) wherein, 
when the movable loop member is in a first position, the rigid loop is a closed loop, and 
when the movable loop member is in a second position, the rigid loop is an open loop; 
and wherein the movable loop member is movably engaged to the primary loop member 
through a pivot (hinge member, no numeral) 

As to claim 23, which recites the flexible member as being at least one inch long, 
which also appears to read on Omura. Nevertheless, it would have been an obvious 
matter of design choice for one of ordinary skill in the art to dimension the flexible 
member to be at least one inch long producing no new and unexpected results. 
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As to claims 24-25, Claims 24-25 recited limitations similar to those recited in 
claims 15-17, which also read on Lurie as modified, 

AS to claims 37-38, claims 37-38 recited limitations similar to claims 1 and 22, 
except that the central extension in this case is element 20. 

As to claim 39, Lurie et al as modified also teaches at least one bend (at 22 for 
example) within the rigid arm, which comprises a large progressive curve. 

As to claim 41 , Lurie et al as nriodified also teaches the horizontal extension of 
the rigid arm is swivelably coupled to the rigid interface member (12. 18) while rigidly 
fixed along a horizontal line relative to the rigid interface member. 

Claims 12 and 27-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Lurie et al. in view of Omura.and further in view of US Pub. No.2004/01 95484 to 
Sheeran. 

Lurie et al. in view of Omura teaches substantially as claimed except that is not 
provided with a lengthening means for altering the length of the vertical extension 
wherein the lengthening means comprises a turnbuckle. 

Sheeran teaches such concept. Sheeran teaches a vertical extension of the rigid 
arm having a lengthening means for altering or adjusting a length of the vertical 
extension (Fig. 6c, for example) wherein the lengthening means is in the alternative 
form of a turnbuckle. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide a lengthening means as in Sheeran on the vertical 
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extension of Lurie et al as modified so as to provide the vertical arm, which can be 
rotated, adjusted or extended in length in order to allow the hanger to be positioned on 
a wider variety of surfaces having varying degrees of thickness. Nevertheless, it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to make the vertical extension adjustable since it has been held that the provision 
of adjustability, where needed, involves only routine skill in the art. In re Stevens, 101 
USPQ 284 (CCPA 1954). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 21 and 26 are objected to, but would be allowable if rewritten to include 
all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 10/1 1/07 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

The crux of the arguments are: "neither Lurie nor Omura disclose or suggest 
"the central extension curves downward to form the distal segment that extends 
vertically downward" and "neither Lurrie or Omura disclose or suggest an apparatus 
wherein the distal ends is, or even can be positioned vertically beneath the planar 
interface area " (page 10) This is not deemed to be persuasive. As stated in the 
rejection above, Lurie teaches the central extension curve (between elements 13 and 
20) and the distal segment 20 that extends vertically downward. Lurrie also teaches the 
distal end 22, 21 , 23, 25 and the distal end positioned vertically (at point 23) beneath 
the planar interface area. 

Regarding Applicants argument with respect to claims 12 and 27-28 which have 
been rejected under 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lurie in view of Omura and 
further in view of Sheeran. 

Applicant's argument appears to be attacking individual reference while the 
rejection is based on the combination. One cannot show nonobviousness by attacking 
references individually where the rejections are based on combinations of references. 
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In the instant case. Omura teaclies a flexible member coupled to the securement 
member. The combination of Lurie and Omura would have suggested the subject matter 
of independent claims 1 , 22 and 37. Nevertheless, assuming an argument that even if 
Lurie does not teach a securement member, but Omura teaches a securement member, 
the combined teachings of Lurie with Omura still render the claims obvious. In addition, 
Sheeran has applied for the teaching of providing a lengthening means to make the 
vertical extension adjustable. The combination of Lurie and Omura and Sheeran would 
have suggest the subject matter of claims 12, 27 and 28. Nevertheless, it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to make the vertical extension adjustable since it has been held that the provision of 
adjustability, where needed, involves only routine skill in the art. The rejection of these 
claims is therefore also maintained. 



Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. . 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tan Le whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-681 8. 
The examiner can nonnally be reached on Mon. through Fri. from 9:00 AM-6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Glessner can be reached on (571) 272-6843. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1. 1 14 
A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application Is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 6/22/07 
and 7/28/07 have been entered. 

Claims 1-2. 4-32, 35-41 are currently pending. Claims 3 and 33-34 have been 
canceled. Claims 5-9, 19-20, 29-32 and 35-36 were withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1-2, 4, 10-11, 13-18 and 22-25 and 37-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over GB Patent No. 2,253,998 to Lurie et al. in view of JP 
10-1 13275 to Omura. 

As to claims 1, 22, 37 and 40, Lurie et al teaches hanger device for hanging 
handbags, purses or the like (Figs. 1-4) from a horizontal surface, comprising the 
limitations as follows: a rigid interface member defining a planar interface area (12); a 
rigid arm (14, Fig. 1) with a centrally extension disposed between proximal end and a 
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distal end (the central extension which has at least one bend in a direction different from 
the proximal end and in a direction different from proximal end), wherein the proximal 
end is coupled with the rigid interface member in a orientation substantially parallel to 
the planar interface area, and wherein the distal end extends downward from the central 
extension when the distal end is positioned vertically beneath the planar interface area. 
Note that the distal end in this case, the examiner considers as a hook segment (V- 
shaped) 23, 15 upon which a handbag, purse or the like can be supported or secured. 

The Lurie device differs from claim 1 of the present invention in that it is not 
provided with a flexible member with a first end coupled to the distal end of the rigid 
arm, and a second end coupled to a purse engagement member. 

Omura teaches the concept of such, Omura teaches the hanger device with a 
flexible member (6) having a first end coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm (3) and a 
second end coupled to a purse engagement member (8). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the rat at the time the invention was made to provide a flexible 
member with a first end coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm and a second end 
coupled to a purse engagement member as in Omura on the hook of Lurie in order to 
allow a user to hang the type of the purse where there is no full top closure of the . 
interior of the purse and to provide a configuration which to be easily opened/closed 
and/or attached/detached (Omura, abstract). 

As to claim 2. Lurie as modified also teaches the distal end of the rigid arm being 
oriented vertically beneath the geometric center of said planar interface area. 
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As to claim 4, Lurie et al. as modified also teaches the rigid arm being swivelably 
coupled (5) with the rigid interface member. 

Continuing to claims 10-11 and 38, Lurie et al as modified also teaches the rigid 
arm comprising a horizontal extension (13) (Fig. 2), which is parallel with the planar 
interface area; and the rigid arm having a vertical extension (20) that is substantially 
perpendicular to said horizontal extension. 

As to claim 13, Lurie et al as modified also teaches first end of the flexible 
member (6, Omura) being coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm by a swivel joint (7). 
Note that the examiner considers the ring 7 of Omura is a swivel joint since the ring 7 of 
Omura is capable of turning or pivoting allowing the flexible member and thus the 
handbag/purse to turn around in a horizontal plane. 

As to claim 14, Lurie et al as modified also teaches the second end of the flexible 
member being coupled to the purse engagement member by a swivel joint (Omura, 9). 
The examiner also considers the ring 9 of Omura is a swivel joint since the ring 9 of 
Omura is capable of turning or pivoting allowing the flexible member and thus the 
handbag/purse to turn around in a horizontal plane. 

As to claims 15-16. the purse engagement member (8) of Omura as modified is 
also a rigid loop, a single continuous loop (when the engagement member is closed). 

As to claims 17-18, wherein the rigid loop is a formed from a movable loop 
member (8) movably engaged to a primary loop member (the remained loop) wherein, 
when the movable loop member is in a first position, the rigid loop is a closed loop, and 
when the movable loop member is In a second position, the rigid loop is an open loop; 
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and wherein the movable loop member is movably engaged to the primary loop member 
through a pivot (hinge member, no numeral) 

As to claim 23, which recites the flexible member as being at least one inch long, 
which also appears to read on Omura. Nevertheless, it would have been an obvious 
matter of design choice for one of ordinary skill in the art to dimension the flexible 
member to be at least one inch long producing no new and unexpected results. 

As to claims 24-25, Claims 24-25 recited limitations similar to those recited in 
claims 15-17, which also read on Lurie as modified. 

As to claim 39, Lurie et al as modified also teaches at least one bend (at 22 for 
example) within the rigid arm, which comprises a large progressive curve. 

As to claim 41 , Lurie et al as modified also teaches the horizontal extension of ' 
the rigid arm is swivelably coupled to the rigid interface member (12, 18) while rigidly 
fixed along a horizontal line relative to the rigid interface member. 

Claims 12 and 27-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Lurie et al. in view of Omura.and further in view of US Pub. No.2004/0 195484 to 
Sheeran. 

Lurie et al. in. view of Omura teaches substantially as claimed except that is not 
provided with a lengthening means for altering the length of the vertical extension 
wherein the lengthening means comprises a tumbuckle. 

Sheeran teaches such concept. Sheeran teaches a vertical extension of the rigid 
arm having a lengthening means for altering or adjusting a length of the vertical 
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extension (Fig. 6c, for example) wherein the lengthening means is in the alternative 
form of a turnbuckle. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide a lengthening means as in Sheeran on the vertical 
extension of Lurie et al as modified so as to provkle the vertical arm, which can be 
rotated, adjusted or extended in length in order to allow the hanger to be positioned on 
a wider variety of surfaces having varying degrees of thickness. Nevertheless, it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
. made to make the vertical extension adjustable since it has been held that the provision 
of adjustability, where needed, involves only routine skill in the art. In re Stevens, 101 
USPQ 284 (CCPA 1954). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 21 and 26 are objected to, but would be allowable if rewritten to include 
all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed 7/28/07 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Regarding Applicant's argument that neither Lurie nor Omura disclose or suggest 
"a rigid arm with a proximal end coupled with the rigid interface member in an 
orientation substantially parallel to the planar interface area, and wherein the distal end 
extends' downward from the central extension when the distal end is* positioned 
vertically beneath the planar interface area." 'The rigid arm of Lorie bends at an upward 
angle, and Omura does not disclose or suggest an embodiment wherein the rigid arm 
locates beneath the planar interface area. Therefore, even if Omura and Lurie could 
somehow be combined in a manner suggested by the Examiner*', this is not found 
persuasive. As stated in the rejection, Lurie alone clearly teaches substantially all the 
limitations with the distal end extends downward from the central extension. The 
examiner considers the "V-shaped portion" (see attached figure) at the end of the rigid 
arm is the distal end, which considers positioned vertically said planar interface area, 
whereas the V-shaped distal end portion function as a hook or securement member 
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Omura teaches a flexible member coupled to the securement member. The combination 
of Lurie and Omura would have suggested the subject matter of independent claims 1, 
22 and 37. Nevertheless, assuming an argument that even if Lurie does not teach a 
securement member, but Omura teaches a securement member, the combined 
teachings of Lurie with Omura still render the claims obvious. Therefore, the rejection of 
these claims is still maintained. 

Regarding Applicant's argument with respect to claims 12 and 27-28 which have 
been rejected under 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lurie in view of Omura and 
further in view of Sheeran, Applicant's argument as indicated on page 12 of the 
Remarks appears to be not directed to what the rejection has been set forth. Sheeran 
has applied for the teaching of providing a lengthening means to make the vertical 
extension adjustable. It should be noted that there is no requirement for a secondary 
reference to meet every limitation of the claim before it can be utilized. It should also be 
noted one cannot show nonobvlousness by attacking references individually where the 
rejections are based on combinations of references. In the instant case, the 
combination of Lurie and Omura and Sheeran would have suggest the subject matter of 
independent claims 12, 27 and 28. Nevertheless, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to make the vertical 
extension adjustable since it has been held that the provision of adjustability, where 
needed, involves only routine skill in the art. The rejection of these claims is therefore 
also maintained. 



Application/Control Number: 10/763.426 Page 10 

Art Unit: 3632 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS made NON FINAL. Applicant Is reminded of the extension of 
time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier conrimunications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tan Le whose telephone number is (571) 272-6818. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. through Fri. from 9:00 AM-8:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Carl Friedman can be reached on (571) 272-6842. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toil-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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(54) Hanger device 

(57) A hanger davbe for supporting handbags, purses, umbrellas and the like from a table top or counter comprises a 
housing 12 to be supported upon a table top or counter. An elongated support shaft 13 Is slidably disposed within the 
housing In parallel ^aced relation to the table top or counter. The support shaft depends downwardly from the plane of the 
housing Into a support arm 1 4, the support arm being deflected Into a hook 1 5. The upper edge of the hook Is disposed 
beneath the housing at a position determined by the sizable relatbnship between the support shaft and the housing. 



FIG. 1. 
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- 1 - 
mmGER DEVICE 



The present invention generally relates to sup- 
porting devices and more particularly to devices for use in 
hanging handbags, umbrellas and the like from tables and counter 
tops. 

<^ 

There has long been a problem experienced by 
persons who are carry handbags, umbrellas or other small parcels 
when dining, attending meetings or at other occasions where it is 
necessary to maintain possession of the item. The most apparent 
problem arises when men or women are dining in restaurants and 
are required by prudence to maintain purses or handbags in close 
proximity while dining. By necessity, the individual must 
usually place the handbag, purse or parcel on his or her lap, on 
a separate chair, on the table or on the floor. When the lack of 
space prevents convenient placement of the parcel, an individual 
is often forced to place the object on the floor thereby putting 
it in contact with dirt and subjecting it to theft. 

A number of devices are taught by the prior art 
which seek to solve the problem addressed by the present inven- 
tion. Examples of these devices are disclosed in United States 
Patent Nos. 4,194,714, 2,532,255 and 2,473,086. All of the 
devices taught by the prior art exhibit a similar problem which 
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is resolved by the present invention. The device taught in the 
»714 patent comprises a hanger for a purse having an elongated 
first arm, one end thereof to be placed on a table top, a second 
arm being hinged at an end of the first arm and being adapted to 
support the purse thereon. There is a fixed relationship between 
the arm which is supported by the table and the location which 
the purse, bag or parcel is supported. In the '255 patent, a 
substantially cylindrical housing is adapted for placement upon a 
table top or counter and includes a downwardly depending hook for 
support of the purse. Although the hook is provided with the 
ability to swing with respect to the housing, there is no ability 
to laterally displace the hook with respect to the supporting 
housing. The '086 patent comprises a structure which is substan* 
tially similar to that shown in the '255 patent. While providing 
the ability of the supporting hook to swing relative to a sup- 
porting plate, there is no ability to laterally displace the hook 
with reference to the supporting hook. 

The devices taught by the prior art all exhibit an 
inherent problem which is resolved by the present invention. 
Irrespective of whether the supporting arm or hook can be 
swiveled or pivoted with respect to the supporting plate or 
housing, the inability to laterally displace the elements with 
reference to each other limits use of the devices to tsQ>le tops 
or other surfaces having access beneath same. As an example, the 
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devices taught by the prior art cannot support a handbag or purse 
from a counter top which includes an adjacent, fixed vertical 
surface. 

The present invention resolves those problems 
inherent in the designs in the devices taught by the prior art. 
A supporting housing is adapted to be placed upon the horizontal 
surface of a table top or counter. A supporting shaft horizon- 
tally extends from the housing and is in a slidable relationship 
therewith. The supporting shaft depends downwardly into a 
supporting arm and hook which is used to hold the handbag, purse 
or the like. By altering the position of the supporting shaft 
relative to the housing, the point upon which the handbag or 
purse is supported can be laterally displaced relative to the 
supporting housing. By fully displacing the supporting arm 
relative to the housing, the present invention provides the 
ability to hang a handbag, purse or the like from a counter or 
tsible top even where there is no spacial access beneath the 
counter or table top. 

The present invention comprises a hanger device for 
hanging a handbag, purse or the like from a counter or table top. 
A cylindrical housing is adapted for secure placement upon the 
counter or table top. A supporting shaft is slidably disposed 
within the housing and extends therefrom in the plane of the 
housing. The supporting shaft is coupled within the housing to 
provide for a plurality of fixed positions. The supporting shaft 
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is slidably disposed within a positioning channel, the shaft 
including a predetennined number of selectable positions formed 
by tapered sections of reduced diameter along the supporting 
shaft. Resilient leaf springs are disposed on opposite sides of 
the supporting shaft within the housing* The springs are adapted 
to resiliently bear upon the shaft and secure supporting shaft at 
selected positions when in contact with the tapered sections. 
The portion of the supporting shaft extending from the housing 
depends downwardly into a suppozrting arm and hook from which a 
handbag, purse or the like can be hung. By slidably changing the 
position of the supporting shaft relative to the housing, the 
supporting hook can be laterally displaced relative to the 
housing. 

It is therefore an object of the present invention to 
provide an improved hanger device for supporting handbags, purses 
and the like from a counter or table top. 

It is another object of the present invention to 
provide a hanger device which can be used with counters or table 
tops having no special access beneath same. 

It is still another object of the present invention to 
provide a hetnger device for purposes, handbags and the like which 
can be easily stored. 

It is still yet another object of the present invention 
to provide an improved hanger device which is simple and inexpen- 
sive to fabricate. 
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The novel features which are believed to be character* 
istic of the invention, both as to its organization and method of 
operation, together with further objectives and advantages 
thereof, will be better understood from the following description 
considered in connection with the accompanying drawing in which a 
presently preferred embodiment of the invention is illustrated by 
way of example. It is to be expressly iinderstood, however, that 
the drawing is for the purpose of illustration and description 
only, and is not intended as a definition of the limits of the 
invention. 

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the present invention 
hanger device being supported from a table top. 

FIGURE 2 is a side elevation view of the present 
invention hanger device showing the alternative lateral positions 
of the supporting arm relative to the housing. 

FIGURE 3 is a rear elevation view of the present 
invention shown in FIGURE 2. 

FIGURE 4 is a partial cross-sectional view of the 
housing and supporting shaft taken through line 4-4 of FIGURE 2 
illustrating a first position of the supporting shaft relative to 
the housing. 

FIGURE 5 is a partial cross-sectional view of the 
present invention taken through line 5-5 of FIGURE 2 showing the 
supporting shaft in its second, extended position relative to the 
housing. 
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FIGURE 6 is a perspective view of the present invention 
hanger device being supported upon a surface having no spacial 
access there beneath. 

lixi understanding of the present invention can be best 
gained by reference to FIGURE 1, the present invention hanger 
device being generally designated by the reference numeral 10. 
As shown in FIGURE 1, hanger device 10 is supporting a handbag 
11. Hanger device 10 generally comprises a housing 12 from which 
extends a supporting shaft 13 which depends downwardly into a 
support arm 14* Support arm 14 is deflected upwardly into a hook 
15 upon which handbag 11 is hung. As shown in FIGURE 1, housing 
12 rests upon table top 15 with hook 15 supporting handbag 11 
beneath table top 15. As will be explained, the present inven- 
tion hanger device 10 provides for use thereof with tables or 
counters which do not provide for spacial access beneath the top 
surface thereof (FIGURE 6) . 

The structure of the present invention can be best 
understood by reference to FIGURE 2 and FIGURE 3. The present 
invention hanger device 10 comprises a cylindrical housing 12 
having upper and lower planar surfaces. The interior coupling 
between support shaft 13 and housing 12, as shown in FIGURE 4 and 
FIGURE 5, is enclosed by cover 16 which is capable of having 
decorative indicia disposed thereon. The lower planar s\irface of 
housing 12 comprises a resilient pad 17 which can be fabricated 
from rubber or a polyurethane foam. Pad 17 is used to provide 
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traction and thereby maintain placement of housing 12 on table 
top 15. In addition, resilient pad 17 provides a protective 
layer to prevent defacing table top 15. 

As shown in FIGURE 2, support shaft 13 extends out* 
wardly from sleeve 19 in parallel spaced relation to the lower 
planar surface 18 of housing 12. Support shaft 13 depends 
downwardly forming support arm 14 which is in a planar relation- 
ship with support shaft 13 (FIGURE 3). Support arm 14 is com- 
prised of segments 20, 21 and hook 15. Segment 20 of support arm 
14 is perpendicular to support shaft 13. Support arm 14 is 
deflected at 22 separating segments 20 and 21 whereby segment 21 
of support arm 14 is oriented beneath housing 12. Segment 21 of 
support arm 14 depends upwardly at 23 forming hook 15 upon which 
a handbag, purse or the like can be supported (FIGURE 1) . 

In order to meet the objectives of the present inven- 
tion, support shaft 13 is coupled through sleeve 19 to housing 12 
in a manner which provides for lateral movement thereof in the 
direction designated by reference numeral 25 (FIGURE 2) . As 
shown in FIGURE 2, the range of movement represented by reference 
numeral 25 allows hook 15 to be laterally displaced and thereby . 
change the center of gravity of a supported object relative to 
housing 12. The means to slidably structure couple support shaft 
13 within housing 12 can be best understood by reference to 
FIGURE 4 and FIGURE 5. FIGURE 4 represents the orientation of 
support arm 14 as shown in solid lines in FIGURE 2. FIGURE 5 
represents the orientation of support arm 14 as shown in phantom 
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lines in FIGURE 2. As shown in FIGURES 4 and 5, a central 
channel 30 is disposed through sleeve 19 and esetends diametri- 
cally into the central core of housing 12. A perpendicular 
cross-bore 31 extends equally on either side of channel 30 and is 
adapted to receive biased leaf springs 32 and 33. Beyond cross- 
bore 31, channel 30 extends into expansion channel 34 which is 
adapted to accommodate the biasing ends of leaf springs 32 and 
33. Finally, channel 30 is extended through housing 12 into 
channel extension bore 35 to accommodate the terminus 36 of 
support shaft 13 when moved to the position indicated by refer- 
ence numeral 37. 

Support sha ft 13 is a cylindrical member, one end 
thereof depending downwardly to support arm 14, the opposite 
terminus 36 limiting the extended movement of support shaft 13 
when moved in the direction indicated by reference numeral 40 
(FIGURE 5) . To meet objectives of the present invention, support 
shaft 13 can be moved in a range between two alternative posi- 
tions designated by reference numeral 25 (FIGURE 2) . The posi- 
tional movement of support shaft 13 is defined by a pair of 
annular depressions 41 and 42 formed along support shaft 13 about 
the axis thereof. As stated, FIGURE 4 represents the position of 
support arm 14 as shown in solid line in FIGURE 2. In this 
position, the distal ends of leaf springs 32 and 33 are biased 
placing the distal ends thereof in forced contact with annular 
depression 41. FIGURE 5 illustrates the altered position of 
support arm 14 represented in FIGURE 2 in phantom lines. In this 
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position, the biased force imposed by the distal ends of leaf 
springs 32 and 33 place them in forced contact within annular 
depression 42. As stated, an objective of the present invention 
is to provide a hanger device 10 which can be easily stored. 
Based on the cylindrical profile of support shaft 13, support arm 
14 can be rotated about the axis of support shaft 13 and relative 
to housing 12 as represented by the directional reference 43 
(FIGURE 3). In this manner, when the present invention hanger 
device 10 is to be stored, support arm 14 can be rotated until it 
lies in the same plane as housing 12 thereby producing a substan- 
tially flat and easily storable structure. 

Use of the present invention can be understood by 
reference to FIGURES 1 and 6. As stated, FIGURE 1 illustrates 
the support of a handbag beneath a table top 15 having spacial 
access there beneath. In this position, support arm 14 is in the 
closed position (FIGURE 4) , hook 15 being substantially in 
alignment with housing 12. In FIGURE 6, hanger device 10 is 
supported upon a table top or counter 45 which has no spacial 
access beneath same as a result of an integral, vertical wall 46. 
under these conditions, support shaft 13 and support arm 14 are 
urged in the direction designated by reference numeral 40. This 
displaces hook 15 relative to housing 12 in a manner which 
permits handbag 11 to be supported on hook 15 irrespective of the 
lack of spacial access beneath table top or counter 45. 
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CLAIMS: 

1« A hanger device for hanging an object from a table 
top coaprising: 

(a) a housing having a substantially planar lover 
surface adapted to rest upon the table top and a central bore 
disposed therethrough in parallel spaced relation to the lower 
surface thereof ^ the axis of said central bore bisecting the 
housing; 

(b) a support shaft having first and second ends 
slidably coupled within the central bore of said housing and 
being coaxial therewith and having a plurality of positional 
depressions disposed in the surface of said support shaft, one of 
said positional depressions being substantially adjacent the 
first end of said support shaft; 

(c) biasing means for engaging said positional 
depressions in the surface of said support shaft coupled within 
the central bore of said housing and in biased contact with said 
support shaft; and 

(d) a support arm depending downwardly from the 
second end of said support shaft and being deflected into a hook 
member, said support shaft, support arm and hook member being in 

a planar relationship with one another. • 
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2. A hanger device as defined in Claim 1 wherein said 
housing is cylindrical, the central bore therethrough being 
aligned along the diameter of said housing. 

3. A hanger device as defined in Claim 1 wherein said 
support arms depend from said support shaft in a perpendicular 
relationship thereto. 

4 . A hanger device as defined in Claim 1 wherein said 
support shaft has two positional depressions formed therein, each 
being disposed about the full circumference of said support 
shaft. 

5. A hanger device as defined in Claim 1 wherein said 
biasing means comprises two leaf springs having a distal end 
adjacent with and in forced contact with said support shaft. 

6. A hanger device as defined in Claim 1 further 
including a covering member disposed upon said housing enclosing 
said central bore and including means for receiving decorative 
indicia thereupon. 

7. A hanger device as defined in Claim 1 further 
including a rubber pad secured to the planar lower surface of 
said housing. 
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8. A hanger device for hanging an object from a table 
top comprising: 

(a) a cylindrical housing having a substantially 
plansa: lower surface adapted to rest upon the table top and the 
central bore diametrically disposed therethrough in parallel 
spaced relation to the lower surface of said housing; 

(b) a support shaft having first and second ends 
slidably coupled within the central bore of said housing and 
being coaxial therewith and having a plurality of spaced, posi- 
tional depressions annularly disposed along the surface of said 
support shaft, one of said annular, positional depressions being 
substantially adjacent the first end of said support shaft, said 
support shaft being rotatable through 360" of arc about its own 
axis ; 

(c) biasing means for engaging said annular, 
positional depressions coupled within the central bore of said 
housing and in bias contacted with said support shaft; and 

(d) a support arm depending downwardly from the 
second end of said support shaft and being perpendicular thereto, 
said support arm being deflected into a hook member, said support 
shaft, support arm and hook member being in a planar relationship 
with one another. 

9. A hanger device as defined in Claim 8 wherein said 
support shaft has two annular, positional depressions formed 
therein. 
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10. A hanger device as defined in Claim 8 wherein said 
biasing means comprises two leaf springs, each having a biased 
distal end adjacent with and in forced contact with said support 
shaft. 

11. A hanger device as defined in Claim 8 further 
including a covering member disposed upon said housing enclosing 
said central bore and including means for receiving decorative 
indicia thereupon. 

12. A hanger device substantially as hereinbefore described 
and with reference to the accompanying drawings. 
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1^^ Page Summaiy (Abstract) 

A hanger device is offered to hang the handbag and the like fix)m the surface of a table or 
the counter. Support board 1 and suspension member 3 can fold between the open and 
closed positions while a load is detachably secured within structural loop 8, \;s4iich is 
secured to flexible splicer 6. The load such as handbags is hung from the upper siirface 
of the table or the counter with support board 1 and suspension tool 3 connected so as not 
to open more than the provided angle of the suspender device installed in the load by loop 
8 when using it It is possible to shift position easily by detaching this when one of the 
loops 8 installed in the load is improper. 

Reference Characters and corresponding Element names on First Page Drawing: 

1. Support: backing 

2. Bearing :ball, shaft 

3. Iron bar 

4. Stopper 

5. A pivot 

6. Connection tool, joining, link, connect, a junction ,conjunction 

7. Connection link: ring, link, handle 

8. Ring loop, hoop, ring, circle, wheel 

9. Connection link 

10. arrow 

1 1 . Stopper pad-a device to prevent slipping, skidding 

(2) 

Because of number 2 this system does not open more than 90 degrees 

On the edge of number 3 there is a connection tool,6, vAnch is flexible and connects with 

numbers. 

001 

This invention offered is a hanger system which makes it easy to hang handbags or 
umbrellas on table tops or counters. 

002 

People who have handbags or umbrellas when going to meetings or restaurants have to 
place the items on lap or chair. This is an obstacle. There is also a problem with safety. 

003 

Other similar inventions are not portable. 
004 

This eliminates the others and is portable 



OOS 



Now to explain with the pictures. 

Number 1 and 3 can open but not more than 90 degrees. On the edge of number 3 there is 
a connection tool, 6, which connects with number 8- Number 8 is very easy to open and 
close. When necessary you can use with handbags or umbrella. 

006 

When you carry it, number 1 and 3 are closed and number 8 connects to handbag or 
umbrella. When in use, number 1 and 3 are open until stopper nimiber 4 touches the 
table top or counter. You hang number 1 on the top of the table and if number 8 is 
unsuitable you can move it 

007 

Number 1 support bar can be round or a polygon or an oval, any style. You just need 
enough stillness friction. Number 6 can be fabric or metal or a resin-treated chain. 
It is not necessary to have number 7 or number 9. You can connect number 6 and 
number 3 and number 8 directly. Number 8 can be different shapes if they are easy to 
open and close. It can be wire. If you decorate top of number 1 support bar with initials 
or design. 

You can identify personal items or use as an accessory. You can decorate with company 
logo as a novelty or to advertise your company. If you put a stopper pad undemeath the 
support bar it will be more stable. 

008 

If as in picture number 4, the table has open space, or in picture number S , has a vertical 
wall, you can use without problem. If anything touches the handbag or umbrella, because 
of flexible chain number 6 holding them, the support bar will receive less shock. 

Page (3) pictures 

1. elevation 

2. plane, level 

3. side view 

4. table with space 

5. vertical counter 

6. picture when you cany with a handbag 
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solving of an assembly or organization* e : LIQUEFACTION : 2 : a< 
lute act'or practice / - ' " / i.";;^' r '- t-"'j. x„ 

»dis.sblve \di-'zalv; -'z61v also -'zav or -*z6v\ vb [ME; fr. hdissotvp' 
dis- + solvere to loosen :— niore at SOLVE) vt (14c) 1 a : to cause i 
perse or disappear i/DESTROY^^b : to separate into componen 
♦ DISINTEGRATE c : to bring' to ah end :.terminate <^ parlii_ 
d : ANNUL- an injunction): < 2 a to cause to pass into solutwej 
. sugar in • water) b : MELT,' UQUEFY. ' c to cause to be emocEWfi 
moved d : to cause to fade out in a dissolve, 3 arcAo/c : DCT 
LOOSEN ' 4 : to clear tip a problem) v; 1 a : tohecomc d^sa^ 
ed or decomposed -b : BREAK up. DISPERSE : to fade away 
become fluid MELT.i b : to pass, into solutipn , c ijlto be ovgg^ 
emotionally (.dissolved into tears) d to resolve itself as if hycst^ 
tion <hate dissolved into fc&T\ e : to change by a dissolve <iht i 
^s to a Victorian parlor) — dis-solv-able Vz^-va-bal, -'zAlA a 
dis.soi.vent \-*zal-vant, -'261-\ " or a^j -r^, dis-solvrer n 
'dissolve n (1916) : a gradual superimposing of one motion-pic 
television shot upon another on a scirecn /"* L V .< 
dis*sb.nance Vdi-s^n3n(t)s\ w (15c) /I a : lack- of agreement; 
consistency between the beliefs one holds or betwccnj)ne s actioja^a 
one's beliefs — compare cOGNmvE dissonance . ^ b : an imia 
such inconsistency or disagreement »-2^ : . a;. mingling of^diics. 
sounds- esp.: a clashing or unresolved' musical interval or chora 
dis.so.nant VnsntX fl4> [MF or L; MF; fr. L dissonant-, dissona^ 
of dissonare to. he discordant, fr. disr, + jonare to sound .— 
SOUND] (15c) 1 : markedvby dissohance^^r discordant .r2 : 
GRUOUS - 3 : harmonically unresolved ^ dis.soViiMt.ly adv 
dis.suade \di-'swad\ i/ dlsisuad.€d;'dis.suad.|iig^[MF or L; 
suader, fr. L dissuddere, fr. dis-:^ suadere to urge more at sat 
(15c) '1 a : to advise (a person) against something archaic : lo a 
against (an action) 2 : to turn frorh something by pcrsu^ion ^ 
siiad*eT 1 ' i — 'J' '^ 'i'.- ' ■ 

dis.sua.sion Adi-'swa-zhanV n (MF or L; MF, fr, L dissuasion-, dis 
fr. dissuadere] (1 5c) : the action of dissuading : ' > > 
dis.sua.sive \di-?swi-siv, .-ziy\ fl4^*(1609) Mending to dissuade 
sua.sive.1y adv — dls.sma»siveiness n ' X' •• • • >y '- • . „ ^ 
dis.syMa.ble Vdi-,si-l3-b'»l, (,)di(s>'sis 'd^,si;. (i)di-;siA var o/di5^J 

BLE ' ■ ' ' ^- ■ ' ^ ^ ■ 

dis.symime.try \(;)di(s)-'si-m»^'tre\ n'Cl 845V: the abse^ or ixsm 
of symmetry — dls.symimetiHc \(,)di(s)^s>;*me;tnk\ adj 

»dis.taff Vdis-,taf\ n, pi distaffs V.tafs- -.tav^ [ME, ' 
distc^f, fr. OE distsef, fr. dis- (akin to^MLG dise^, 
bunch of nax) + 5/^/ staff] (bcf. 12c) 1 a'l a staff 
for holding the flax/ tow, or wool in spinning 
: woman's work or domain" 2 : the female branch- 
or side of a family " > ' " J. '?\-'\r:'' 

Mistaff adj (ca. 1633) : MATERNAL <the side of 
the family) — compare spear; also : FEMALE ^'^^ 
executives) ■ - - . ■ 

dis.tain \dis-'tan\ vt [ME disteynen^ fr. MF destein-^ 
dre to take away the color of, ff. OF, fr. des- dis- + 
teindre to dye, fr. L tingere to wet, dye more at 
TINGE] (14c) 1 archaic i STAIN ^ 2 archaic : DIS- • 

HONOR '• ' •' ' •"' ■ • . ' ' ■ 

dis.tal Vdis-t»l\ aci; [distant f -al] (1808) I : situat-'- 
cd away from the point of attachment or origin or 
a central point esp. of the body — compare PROX- j, 
IMAL 2 : of, relating to;^or being the surface of a aistan .m ^ 
tooth that is next to the tooth behind it or that is 



lootn mat is ncxi lo mc vuuiii wcumv. IV 

farthest from the middle of the front of the jaw — compare Mt. 
— dis-tal.ly adv ' \ • -V ' 

distal convoluted tubule n (ca. 1901) : the convoluted portioc v. 
vertebrate nephron that' lies between the loop of Henle and inej|^ 
secretory part of the riephron and that is concerned esp. with ltk^ 
centration of urine . < . ' " ' ^ 

»dis.tance Vdis-tah(t)s\ 7i (14c) 1 obs i discord 2 a i- separss^k 
time b ; the degree or amount of separation between two pomayiil 
surfaces, or objects c (1) : an extent of area" or an advance swt 
route measured lineariy (2) : an extent of space measured oth^fl 
linearly <within walking -^) d : an extent of advance from £ 
ning e : EXPANSE- f (1) : length of a race or cont^t <won ai ^ 
(2) : the full length (as of a prizeHght or ball game) - (3) : a loar" 
<~ training) 3 : the quality or state of being distant: as * a : sps 
moteness b : pcrsonal and esp. emotional separation; also : Rn^ 
coldness c : DIFFERENCE. DISPARITY 4 : a distant point 07 1 
5 a • AESTHETIC DISTANCE b : capacity to observe dispassionsi 
eo the distance also last the distance : to complete a course on 
'distance vt dis.tanced; dis.tancing (1578) 1 t to place or kj=r 
distance 2 : to leave far behind : outstrip 
distance learning n (1972) : learning that takes place via elcctro__ 
dia linking instructors and students who are not together in e J 

dis^tajit Vdis.tant\ ac(j [ME, fr. MF, fr. L distant-, diitans, prp. on 
to stand apart, be distant, fr. dis- + stare to stand — more ai 5 
(14c) 1 a : separated in space : away b : situated at a great c 
• FAR-OFF c : separated by a great distance from each other : la 
d : far behind <finished a third) 2 : scp^aied in a relations.-! 
er than spatial <a ~ cousin) <the ^ past) 3 : different m kmc 
served or aloof in personal relationship : cold 5 a : going a ks- 
tance voyages) b : concerned with remote things <~ ihc& 
dis*tant*ly adv — dis*tant.ness n 

*dis*taste \(,)dis-»tast\ W (1592) 1 archaic : to feel aversion to 
ic : OFFEND, DISPLEASE vi, obs : to have an offensive taste _ , 
'distaste n (1598) 1 a archaic : dislike of food or drink . b : an i3a 

DISINCLINATION <a for opcra) 2 obs : ANNOYANCE, DISCO 

dis.taste.ful \(,)dis-*tast-f3l\ aeU (1607) 1 : objectionable bec^i™ 
fensivc to one's personal taste : DISAGREEABLE 2 : unpleasaKj 
ta.ste : LOATHSOME — dls-taste-ful-ly V-f»-le\ adv — dis.tasflj 
nessn 



I Vdish-t*l-*,fiok, MisA n fPaG dischdelfink. 
f thistle +fmk finch) (1939) : a traditional P« 
t .-soiif in the form of a stylized bird : 
a^r \dis-"tcm-p3r\ vr [ME distempren, fr..L 
Tcadly; fr l^ dis- +'temperare to temper] (14c) 
- 2 orcAfllCi: DBRANGEr UNSETTLB . ' 

r n (cal 1555) 1 : bad humor or temper 1 
aJ bodily statc^ esp. of quadruped mammsJs: ; 
feiiaaaagious disease 'esp. of dogs that is caused b^ 
-^Vorbillivirus) and is inarked by fever, leukope 
rointestinal, and heurologica] symptoms- b 

pbsiC^UKOPENlA . 3': ailment, DISORDER <politiC 

^«r>;;.>— dis.tem:peir«ate Vp(»-)rdt\ . - - ' ; 
^er n [ohs: distanper,y,,. to dilute, mix to proc 
MF destempreri fn h'dis' + temperare\ (1632 
imt C3 which^the pigments are mixed'with an em- 
■ , or with white of egg as a vehicle and which 
and murals* 2 a Mhe paint or the prepar 
^i.iHa£=:per process . b : a painting done in distemp 
Kjtcx&T-based paints 

r V/ (ca. 1873) : to paint in or with distempe 
. f.a.fure \di-'stem-p(>-)ra-,chur, -pa(r)-, -cl 
||s»y,;«i!«' »if a)r\ n (1531) : a disordered condition 

T vCi-'stehd\ v* [ME,' fr. L distenderel fr. dis- + 
ipi^^int at thin] vt (15c) 1 : EXTEND : 2 : to enla 
: : SWELL --W W : to become expanded syn st 
W>le \-'sten(t>s3-b3l\ adf [distens- (fr. L distei 
ii'if^-icie] (ca. 1828) : capable of being distended - 
pv;nit{ii»i;o-.s3-'bi-l3-teVn 

1 or dis.ten.tion \di-'sten(t)-sh3n\ n [L dis 
rre] (15c) : the act of distending or the statt 
B)fl, -::z;duly or abnormally 

ei/^s.(,)tik\ 7? [L distichon, fr Gk, ff.'heut. o 
^iivflwrx {r. di- + stich6s row,' verse; akin to G\i steicl. 
ptarl 1 1 553) : a strophic unit of two lines 

i yd\S'ti-k^s\ dd; [JA. distichus, fr. C3k dii 
EC in two vertical rows <~ leaves)-' " : 
dfflilaeo dis.tU \di-'stil\ vft dis.tiUed; dis.tiU.ing 
jg^i^ate^. fr. LL distillare, alter: of L destillare, fi 
drop) v^( 14c) 1 : to let fall, exude, or pi 
»r^D^«» mist. 2 a^: to subject to or transform by * 
rSirff or as if by distillation c : to extract the ess< 
^fmSK ri Ib : to fall or materialize in drops or in ; 
^"CHtn^aar <ilowly or in small quantities at a time 2 i 
a : to perforih'distiUatioh ' 
\'dis-t37,lat, ^l3t; di-'sti-l3t\ h (ca. 1859) 1 
• from vapor during distillation 2 r'sometl 
•iittfeacsid as if by distilling ,. • " 
^wb-ooo \|di5-td^'la-'sh9h\ n (i4c) la: the proc 
-^Mtjf successive evaporation ahd condensation 
^utuTz:! also t ah' instance of distilling '2 : soiheth 
u^z ■• . • 

ai-'sti-lor\ n (1577) : one that distills elsp. al 
T Xdi-'sti-b^re. -'stil-reN n, pi ^r-ies (1759) : 
s of alcoholic liquors) is done 
r i5.-'stio(k)t\ [ME, fr. MF.^frVL distinct 
14c) 1 : distinguishable tb the eye brmind 
cultural group) : , 2 : 'presenting a clear 
9fW»Ri: 3 neat '^.handwriting) 3 archaic : hotab. 
" aacs <a ^ contribution to scholarship) b ; n 
:i^rehcndcd <a possibility) — diS'tinc 
"^i eJv — dis*tinct.ness \-'stiij(k)t-hds, -'stigk 
tZZSCT, SEPARATE, DISCRETE mean not bein 
t.?anie. DISTINCT indicates that, something is 
IniJjfljnaigr or eye as being apart or different from ot! 
JtttttfnniEisf . SEPARATE, of ten stresses lack of cdnhectic 
[^^ti.iniiK2:5 between two things .(^separate rooms), d 
" individuality aiid lack of connection <br 
bxs^e stages). ' 53711 see in addition evident 
\di-'stio(k)-sh3n\ n (13c) 1 a. archai. 
, 4 2 : the distinguishing of a difference <with 
Mv*cP'-=2bTion); also .: the difference distinguished 
"fl* ..iflsc w/Vr) 3 : something that distinguishes < 
l^miiitui^ or state of being distinguishable 5 a : t> 
^gg: :fb^nguished or worthy <a politician of som 
^.';8?-?r:ognllion ^took a law degree yvith '^) <w 
^iissnrv'ii.'ihment that sets one apart <the''^ of b 
ii»»itedD:) . , "•- . 

a'4atr* \di.'stioOc)-tiv\ dt^ (15c) la: serving 
iaisijj. riving style or distinction 2 : capable of r 
.2tar3ca. t different in meaning as well as in sound f 
ptesii snerance syn see CHARACTERISTIC — di; 
KT-tive.ness n 

vJes-,tao-'ga, (,)dis-; di-'stai)-,\ adj [F, fr. 
• iscoiguished esp. in manner or bearing 
"^ipaaaia \di-'stio-(g)wish\ vb [MF distinguer, fr. 1 
ai-ast by pricking, fr. dis- + -stinguere (akin to L 
-1 11 STICK] vt (1561) 1 : to perceive a diffe; 

alike they could not be ^ed} 2 a : to 
z b : to separate into kinds, classes, or c 
L2:i;ncc or distinction to (.^ed themselv 
i siZE 3 a : DISCERN <,^ed a light in the 
;-'BCC : ukc special notice of ^ vi : to perceive a » 
imkKii>i|.i.ty \-,stiu-(g)wi-shd-*bi-l3-te\ n — d 
*!i8>*^>>h;>-bal\ acU — dis.tin.guish-ably \-ble\ 1 
^ ' led adj (1714) 1 : marked by eminence, < 
: befitting an eminent p>erson sy« see fa: 
kI Conduct Medal n (1862) : a British m 
1. 5cc distinguished conduct in the field 
BQ«d Flying Cross n (1918) 1 : a British m 
. Ljx ids of gallantry when flying in opcratiot 
'f 5 5.\S. military decoration awarded for hero 
'^<tment while participating in an aerial fligt 
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characterized by degeneration and inflammation. of skelietal and.cardi- 
ac muscle and lesions ,of the central nervous system i^.*^ / f . 

en>cepb>a<lon \in-*serf»-,lan, -lari\ n, p/ -la \-l»\ (NL^fr. Gk mkephaJds] 
( 1 74 1 ) : the vertebrate : brain :r,^,:^^ ; . m v .-vt^v i^^ i- ;\ • i^-. I h v. ; 

en-ceph-a-lop-a.thy:\in-,sc-f»-'lfi-p»-ihe\ >t-(1866) .: a disease of ''the 
brain; csp : one involving alterations of brain structure ~'en»cepb«a- 
lo-patb«ic Vl3-*pa-thik\ a<i?'.7 ''t^fi ^ n :;| ^■^.^^ii^^y:u^(,/i^;u^'U:i^/.f.i : . : ■ . 

en-chain \in-'chSn\ vr [MEencheynen;'{r..lt/S^. encHainer, frfOF, fr: en- ,+ 
chaeine chain] (14c) n to bind er hold with'or as if^with'chainsf^-. en- 
cliain*ment \-m3nt\7i..*,:''t*r^ -f/i;;i?.^V.'^--':;f»j.j f^^lz'^/r ri^^t .-/.1?:'5H«l»if .;f:;tL 

enchant \in-»chant ; en A V>;[ME;: f r.- MP enchanter- f r. L incantare, r f r.- in - 
+ cantare to sing ~ more at chant) (14c); 1 : to influence by 'or as if 
by charms and incantation^: BEWITCH '^2:: tb attract.and move'decply 
: rouse to ecstatic admiration <the scene '•*»^«/ hef to the point of. tears 
T-EUndr Wylie>>::sy/i;sce attractV^. .^t* pro-.; ' 

en*cliant^r n il 3c) ; : one that eiichants; ejp : sorcere R^/. . t . ^ v , i 

en-chanMng a^' (1606) : charming ^ en>clianMng-ly V*chan-tii)>le\ 
adv. . , :.v!-^^<<i >i\t. Z^j-w^^^r, H 

en*chant>inent \in-'chant-mant, en-\ n (13c), l a,: ithe act oir art of en- 
chanting, ib :;thc quality or stale of being enchanted/. 2 :: something 
that enchants- ^r^^i.-v'^^Vo.:, ^.v . - . . • .- . -ji^^. I -^.^.^ i'^a.-.j? 

en«cbant-ress \in-'chan-tras, cn-,\ n (14c) 1 : .a woman vwho practices 
magic : SORCERESS 2 : a fascinating woman '<s^ / ,1. i ^.n ' 

en*cha$e Xin-.'chasX vf [ME; to emboss, fr. MF.enchassefXo enshrine, set, 
fr. e/j- +:'c/iasse.. reliquary, fr. L co/jjo case, -r: more at caseJ (15c); ^ 
: ORNAMENT: as a : to cut or carve in relief,. <b : iNLAYf,-2 : set 17b 

en>chi>la*da \,en-ch^'la-d3\ n lAmerSpVfr. fern, of enchilado, pp. of en- 
chilar. to season with chili, fr. Sp en- *en- + chile iChili] (1887) 1?: a 
rolled filled tortilla, covered with chili sauce and. usu:, baked i-2 

: SCHMEAR, BALL OF WAX <the whole r- ■ V'» 

en*chi'rid*iK>n \,en-,ki-'riTdc.;3n, ;r,kir?\ n, -rid-ia A-de-aX [LL, nfr. ;Gk 
encheiridion, fr. en in + cheir hand — more at iNaCHlR-l ( 15c) : hand- 
book, MANUAL . . .... . ^i^.-rc-.? u.-,.K:^M\jti^xvij- ii^r/%-^js;--n -u- 

-en»chy«ma \'ei)-k»-m3\ n comZr /omi;rp/. -en-chy-ma'«ta'VnT^ 
-'ki-m3-\ or -enchymas CNL^ fr. i^are/icAymaJ : , cellular, tissue <colie7i- 
chymay ... ^.r-'y^-^rV'^j;^-- -^i^aS^H j:r=ri 

en-ci*pher \in-'si-far, cn-\ vt (1577) : to convert (a'message) intO: cipher 
— en'CJ»pher^r \-far-ar\ n — en*ci>pher*mentA7f3r-m3nt\ /lyi^:- y;-.-? 

en-cir*cle Xin-'sar-kal, en-\ vt IME en5erc/«n).(15c)^?l;:^to. form:a circle 
around : surround 2 : to pass completely aroundirT:.cn*cirfcle- 
ment \-m3nt\ n >.^..:.-& . ;i;,%'r./.»f 

en clalr \a"-'kler\ adv oradi [F, in clear]; (ca. 1897) : in plain language <a 
message sent en c/a/r> . .,1,^. ' .. . . ; ..-',/..>.:,,. .'J::>j,.>8 

eu'clasp \in-'klasp, cn-\ vr(1596) :.to seize and hold-: embrace .^-i - 

en*€laye \'en-,klay; T?an-,klay,.,t'aD-Vnj [F, fr,- MF, fr,':enc/m'CT-£tOien- 
close, fr. (assumed) VL mc/avafe to lock-up, fr.-.L i>iv,+'C/£rvty,key,, — 
more at CLAVICLE] (1868) : a distinct territorial,' cultural, or social unit 
enclosed within or.:as if within> foreign territory. <ethnic rr^X; 

en*clit*ic Aen-'kli-tik\ n {LL ertc/fri^«*,. f r, ,Gk enkiitikbs, f r.- enklinesthai 
to lean on, fr. en- + Wine/n to. leari^-^^ more at lean] (ca.; 1663) : a^^^ 
that is associate4 \yith a preceding word — e^^ -o V. W>j «. 

ett'CloseAin^'kloz, en-\ y; [ME, prob\ fr, enc/o^^enclosed, fr.vMF, pp. of 
enclore to enclose, fr.-(assumed)yL inc/aw^ere.'alter. of L inc/w<^^ — 
more at lNCLUI>El.(14c);.l;a.(l) :,to close in : surround. <-^,a porch 
with'glass)» (2) : to fence, off (common Jand):for individual. use j/ b :/to 
hold in : CONFINB/* 2 : to include along with something else in^a parcel 
or envelope <a check is enc/ojpe</ herewith> ' ...... ., = . tfiTsf^a fV 

en-clo-sure Xin-'klp-zhar, en-\ n^(15c);; l : ,the act or action of; enclosing 
: the quality or state of being enclosed -t2 : something that encloses 3 
: something cricldsed .<a letter withiwp>^^> j^n-i^.^^^ t. \ i, - r^^ . v 

en*code \in-'k6d, eh:\ yt (caM 9 19) . 1 : to convert (as a body of irif orina- 
tion) froni onie system of communicationdnto anbther; cgt> : to convert 
(a message) iiitb code 2 : to specify the genetic code for,— ^ 

en*co*mi>ast . .\en-'k6-me-,'ast, -nie-astV nJ* (Glc'^^-en^ fr. 
enkdmiazein to prisiise ' fr. ehkomion] (1610) :'orie that praises ^EULO- 
GIST — en«co*nii«as-nc V,k6-me-'as-tik\ a4f. , , ■ ^ . - - ' % . 

en*co«mi*uni \en-'k6-me-3m\ n, pi -nii*iuiis or -mia \-me-3\*[L, 'fr, Gk 
ehkomion, fr, en in i^komos revel, celebration] (1589) : glowing' and 
warmly enthusiastic praise; alsb^ sin expression of this , , :, >/ ; V..' , 

Syn ENCOMIUM, EUUX>Y/PANEpYkiC,nTIUBij^^^ 

formal expression of praise/!ENc6NauM .,inaplies;>iithusiasm 
warmth in praising a person or a thing! eulooy. applies tO;a prepared 
speech or writing extolling the virtues arid'services of a'pefsbn. pane- 
gyric suggests an elaborate often poetic compliment TiUBUre im- 
plies deeply felt praise conveyed either through words of through a 
significant act. citation applies to the formal praise accompanying 
the mention of a person in a military dispatch or in awarding an hon- 
orary degree. ' ' . . / 
en*coni*pass Xin-'kam-pss, en- also -'kamA vt [ME] (!4c) a : to form 
a circle about : enclose b obs : to go coinpletely around' 2. a : en- 
velop b : include <a plan that a number of 'aims>r 3 : bring 
about, accomplish a task> — en-com*piiss*iiieiit A-pa-sihshtX n 
*en*core X'Sn-,kdr, -.korX n [F, still, again] (1712) : a demand for repeti- 
tion or reappearance made by an audience; also : a reappearance or' ad- 
ditional performance in response to such a demand ' ' 
'encore vt en*cored; eii*cor*ing (1748) : to request 'an encore of or by . 
*en>coun>ter Xin-'kai^n-tsr. en-X vb en<oim*tered; >n*cpuii*ter*ing 
X-'kaun-t(9-)rioX [ME encountren, fr. MF encontrer, fr. ML incontrare, 
fr. LL incontra toward, fr. L i>i- contra against — more at COUNTER] 
vt (14c) I a : to meet as an adversary or enemy b : to engage in con- 
flict with 2 : to come upon face-to-face 3 : to come upon esp. unex- 
pectedly ^ vi t to meet esp. by chance 

'encounter n (14c) 1 a : a meeting esp. between hostile factions or per- 
sons b : a sudden often violent clash : combat 2 a : a chance meet- 
ing b : a direct often momentary meeting 3 : a coming into the vicin- 
ity of a celestial body <the Martian of a spacecraft) 

enconnter group n (1967) : a usu. unstructured group that seeks to de- 
velop the capacity of the individual to express feelings and to form 
emotional ties by unrestrained confrontation of individuals 

eii*conr*age Xin-'ksr-ij, -'ka-rij, en-X vt -aged; -ag<ing [ME encoragen, 
fr. MF encoragier, fr. OF, fr. en- + corage courage) (15c) 1 : to inspire 
with courage, spirit, or hope : HEARTEN 2 : to spur on : stimulate 
3 : to give help or patronage to : FOSTER — en*coar-ag-er n 



. syn encourage; INSPIRIT,' HEARTEN,'^ EMBOLDBN'^mean loi 

^ courage or strength, of .purpose; encourage suggests the rs 
- one's conTidence esp. i by an: external -agency :< the teacher's prt_ 
-encouraged the studcnts^to greater. cfforts>. inspirit, somewhisi^litt^ 
.implies instilling life; energy,- courage, or vigor into'someihirs^iii 
. ?>6ts ■ inspirited, .}ht' people , to "resist). ; HEARTEN implies the SSaa 
iVdispiritedness .or despondency .by a^^ fresh cour2;^«i 

vtr<a hospital patient AeoTtenelrf byjgood news); B in ' 

ST. giving of courage sufficient to , overcome timidity or reluci^ 
t'oo/<iCTe<i by her ru^t success,'^she tried an.even mbrc'difficu^j:: 
en^coar^agei'ment X-u-mant, -ni-X n (1568) 1 : the act of eocos 
r the state rbf being ^ncburaged:;r2 : soniethihg-thatiencoura^s | 
enHcoar*ag*i]ig ,X-i-jio; .-ri-jioX W ( 1593) : givSiglhope jor pro ' 
SPnuTiNG — en*coiir<ag>tng'ly \-ji^)-rlf X v;.^v■i_ : 
cn»crlm«son Xin-'krim-zanX vt ( 1 597) : to; make' or dye crimsoc 
en-<a^acb:Xin-'kr6ch;i ehtX- W, [ME:en'croe/ien to gct^'seize, fr. .SS^h 
^chier, fr.'.OF,'^ U.^en- +xeroc,:crvche hobk^ .tt^* more' at CRocasS 
/?l 534) /. 1 : Jto entcr by gradual steps orby. stealth into the poss 
rights of another^ ; 2 : to advance beyond the usual orjprqper i 
vgraduaUy:!?Ving;'«a>i4^ J3m 

::;crpach>nient X-'krochTinantX n x'?:;^^'- -".t'^a;:???.^: a-^* i 
en<rust;Xin-*kr3st,''io-X [prob. frVL irurustarei frYin-y+ crusirx^^ 
(1641) : to cover, line, or overlay with or as if. with a crust 
.form 3' crust ...I i :J;:;^*'li-<.r^.7^^ . -'O:^. ■ J.v-'ix/t^v, 
eh^rus-tartion X(i)in-,lcr3S-'ta-sh3n,'ienTVvar o/ incrustation ., 
en>crypt Xinr'kript, en-X-vr [en- + aypt- (as in cryptogram)] C^^ 

. :;ENCIPHER; " ' . . 

en^mh*ber^ 

r^.encombrenf , , 

dam.'weir] (r4c) l-:;wElOH Dbwii;,BURb&;;,2' impede c 
the fiinctibh pr/actiyity of ; z^fflNDER. I'S : to burden -with a k_ 
(as a mortgage) Xdr' an estate) f ta j-^v c j v ■ j . ' . f ■ . . *; / rmi 
en»ciim»brancc XinVkVm-^ 1; :; something ihar;^ 

-bers :,D^PEDIMENT i;2 :ra claim (as a mortgage) against propcr^pl 
en<iim.branc*er ATbr3n(t):S3rX n (1858) : one that^holds ssii* 
brancc if- . -> , : if/^'r-ccv^j^K": ^.tiir.' -''i 

-en^y \3n(t)-se,;;.=;n(t)-X n ^i<55x:?[ME. rencic.vfr.-'L'.-enrifl — ; 
-ENCE) : quality or state <desporidency>. - J . 

»en.cyc.li^ Xin-'si-kli-kal. en-\ flitr [LL encyciicus;'fr.^Gk enh 

cular, general, fr. en, in. -i- kyklos circle more at rIN,vWHEEE!ili|^ 
addressed to all the individuals 'of a group : general mj 
?encycUcal n ;(1837)::^ari encyclical-letter; jperi^^:ra*p^^ lenxM 
bishops of the church as a whole br^ to; those in biie • c6untr>' 

enK:y*cIo-pch^;aZfo;eh-cy^lo^ime<Hdia'^^^ e ' 

cyc/bpoeaia course. of> general education^ fn^Gk-enA^fsjU/bj 4 ;un 
ucation;' child rearing, fr. paid-; pais child vr^^' more -at few] C3iS 
work-that contains information onfall branches of .knowlcdcf f« ' 
comprehensively a particular branch of .khowledgie usu. in 'arsi 
ranged alphabetically often by subject54'*e^?•.^^:S^; .'M 
en»cy-cIo.pe^c ai:so en<y<lo.pae^ X-!p«-dikX iwt' (1824) -.^tW 
ing to,t or suggestive of an. encyclopedia- or its.methods of &sai 
covering a subject : comprehensivb <an rv.mind>.<an ~ caii 
of annor>;— -.enfCy*clb>peHU*4^*ly X-di-k(a-)leX<^ - • % 

en.cy-cIo*pe*dism \-*pc-,diTzam\ n (1833) ::;the quality or staii «5i 
encyclopedic- • ■ ''ii/^v s x 'M"^'- \ iir.rr -v :it^4 r^k^ 'm 

en-cy-clo«pe*dist X-'pc-^istX'n (1651) 1 1 : one. who coinpilcs oi -^dflt 
;an encyclopedia 42 by}«n;caj7 :?6ne brthe*vniten'6fia>Frenc^«nB 
pedia (1751-80)'who were identified with the Enlightenment raniik' 
cated deism and scientificrationalism ;• h 'S • *• i ?.v*, '*-^' 

en*cyst Xin-'sist, ch-VvW:(1845)^; to enclose in' a cystr^ w : to loCTrmi 
come enclosed in.a>cyst'r~ en*cy5t*nient.\^'sis(t)-m'3htX n 

»end X'endX n [ME end^f^ fr. OE; akin to.OHG enn end, L ante be 

-anti against] (bef; 12c)^"l a : the partlof an area that lies at iixi^jv»» 
ary b (1) i a point that marks :the extent of something (2) : diw^ 
where something ceases to exist <woHd without ^>s>>, -,c : ibr^aL- 
or.last part.lengthwise :mP d :,the.termihal unit of'Someth±3i;;»!j«|i 
that is marked off by units era player stationed at the extn=saiajn?L 
line (as in football)! 2 a : cessation of a course of action, purisailil^ 
tivity b : DEATH, DESTRUCTION , c (1) : the ultimate state imwfji 
sin.T.- ISSUE 3 : something;incomplete,'(fragmehtary, or tKisMial 
^REMNANT ^4 a : an outcome worked toward : purpose <tbc 
etry is to be poetry.'>^R. P. Warren>.irb the object- by. virtue ^iiift 
the sake of which ah event takes place .5 a : a share in an um " 
<kept your ^ up> ; . b : aparticular operation or aspect of an i 
ing or organization <the sales ^ of the business) 6 : somcibE3i|!i«i!8 
extreme : ultimate r^:used with./A'e; -7 :.a period of action WttT 
any of various sports events (as archery or lawn bowling) rvrnm 
TENTION — end*ed \*en^KiadX — in tbe end 1: after .^nziM 
MATELY — no end : exceedingly ^ on end : without a stc^rfttcaS 
<it rained for days on erufy , - . /u ■ • f - . 

'end vt (bef . 12c) 1 a : to bring to an end b : destroy 2 : ic*a 
the end of vf 1 a : to come to an end . b : to reach a spec^SaBJaiM 
mate rank or situation — usu. used with up <j^ed up as a c 
: DIE syn see CLOSE . ir . 

'end adj (13c) : final; ultimate <^ results) <~ markets) 
uct) • - ^ , . , ' 

*end vt (prob. alter, of E dial, in (to harvest)] (1607) dial Ers- ^ 
(grain or hay) into a bam or stack a 

end- orendo- comb form [F, fr. Gk, fr. eruion within; akin todtt?^ 
OL indu, Hiu an^on within — more at in]>: 1 : within : inside 
eleton) — compare ECT-, EXO- . 2 : taking in <enrfothermic) iJij 

en-dam*age Xin-'da-muX vt [ME] (14c) : to cause loss or dam^r— ^ 

end>amoe>ba X|Cn-d»-'m6-b3X n [NL, genus name] (ca. 1879) : 

genus (Endamoeba) comprising amoebas parasitic in the irsi^ajaaS 
insects — compare entamoeba 

en>dan>ger Xin-'dfin-j»rX vb -dan>gered; -dan<ger«ing \-'dani-riii:i^ 
ja-X vt (1509) : to bring into danger or peril ^ v/ : to create a ■■ '^^ "in t' ■■ '^'' -^ 
situation <driving to ^) — en-dan*ger«nient X-'dan-jar-m^c^t 

eU'daU'gered a4r (1964) : being or relating to an endanger rsf^/ii 
<an ^ bird) <put on the list) ^ J'^ 

endangered species n (1964) : a species threatened with < ' ^ 
broadly : anyone or anything whose continued existence is i. 

en*darch \'cn-,darkX at(; (ca. 1900) : formed or taking place i 
cells outward xylem) 



uejf!926) : a' football play tn.whic 
h^^Bse of scrimmage to take a hand 
3i dbe opposite flank . i 
«>my \ien-,dSr-t»-'rek-t»-mc\ r. 
:t^sf artery (fr. end- + arteria ar 
ni^SKEXsn-al of the iim'eir layer of ah ai 
'iiffitncnoc occluded (as by intimal'plaq 
i?«tat:>,brfinX'n (1927)::.TELENCEP1 

ist!?i:fcx 1S91) : END PLATE -' - . 

Tt (1580) ' X obs i to make hig 
Hgr.^ i^ cause to become beloved or ai 

WjiiH^- ' < '- ' • '"* '\ '• 

naafflT'izr'dir-mshtX n'(16l6) 1 :=a w» 
K^jaSsction 2 : the act br process ol 
'■fcL-Me-varX^' yfr:en»deav»bred;' ,e 
TO to exert oiieself,- fr.'en; + dever 
) i^ircritiic : to Strive to achieve bi;rea 
obligation) by "exertion of 
aork with set punkise' syn Si 
Wi»iimm-'t>:) 1 : serious determined efl 
sgitfii^aiirf^ : rsTERPRiSBXfield^^bf 
^ ■ MwiiL '.jrig?)- Brit vaf of endeavor ♦ ■ 

iibr|vte3-*&-mik, ih-X d^ tF endirriique, 
|[^pfi;;jili.%a(!a^m/a action bf dweUiiig, fr. a 
'"^'^sesajse.. populace -r^. more; at dbma< 
i^l'nraiSF^ to a particular i>Bople or cc 
Eff: a particular.field^'areaf or'ei 
'■"^ <ihe self-indulgence\r>'-in-th 



' an endemic organism _ 
it <^n-,dar-*gS-riik\' o4'';(^<i-''+ G 
ii|iliiii!i«if5t : £,vdothermi'c 1 .<ani biocJ 
^^'%ii|^^«a&-*dek-,senj-,^^^ 

-^'^satiti^iZamX n (1884)* ::thie stage of 
iffEiuiiniarcits: also : the final stages of s 
fflVii^Maial/: (bef. 12c)'f sbmcthiiig that 
UcLiift^ b : one or more letters "or s 

i»|(lii!3?iiii&ction 'i^.. ' ' 

r—jj^rfl^^CCTE 

pfjii^t!|n!|jr5-- 4n-*devX' n:(Nffi, fr' MF,.fr. 
^Tif^5fti?;iicaraij] (14c)' ^ V'y ^ah jahhual ,'br' 
viam^smSirla) widely cultivated as a sal; 
^'ISiiff&titttTv&veloping crown bf chicory w 
IW^iMrfso itiiids by growing in darkneiss 
^^.^'*^^SIJniJ-.;5f^ n (ISSS) • endpaper..';^;, 
«^fipi^H«X adj (bef.:12c)' ' 1 ( beiiig . 
ili^i'^-K^^'?*^^ '"^^ 2 :' 'extremely nurneroi- 
^^*^p«f.i«laiiiii^^ — Edmund Burke) ;.3 : j 
il^i*^'f!m&-ieiaA.y adv -^.end-l^-ness n 
; a line markiiigan end pi" b 
^f'-iJ^..a.^Szj^ at either end of a football 1 
, 'iflilfc^d'lite ;poiaJ line b*: a;Iinc at.eithcf en 
^piit« the'sidelines 
q^^ifflfciH&^'jX adv [ME enrfe/bnj?, alter, c 
^^^j '-xms^^i:^^ prep. — more. at along] 

: a man at each end^bf thelir 
as^st-nuji^- sages in comic; repartee'* wit 
it'^VSi'snit^i^-^-T^ostX a^ (bef. 12c) I situate 
>;VlSnni.?itSiiot\ n (1926) : a note placed 
>i««iiL >^2-d6-,bi-'a-tik,i -bc-\ a^ (IS 
ia|raiis:;r4ta2!s.c3r tissues of a host <~ fungi) 
. ,^^iimS«» v^n-d6-'kar-de-a!\ adj (ca.a84 
^^itlijiai'icr relating to the endocardium 
i|p«j>ii«l*;^- v,kar-'di-tasX n [NL] (ca. 183 
■ 'm;l)im;';5t8=2ri and its valves., ' , 

a ^,-'kar-de-3m\ n, >/ ndla .\-de-: 
WiittiilinL. t*«64> : a thin serous membrane 



■,karpX « [F endocarpe\ (18 
is!?^ of the pericarp of a fruit (as 
» frtiaaassr ? » hen it consists of two or m< 
^uiiiiiiiiiiisTrc.'. texture or consistency ; 

3o-,kastX n (1949) : ENDOCRA 

Sen-da-'kin-dralX . adj\ i\% 
E^HiBJt, icrnicd by, or being ossificat 
'v:^msz 5'rom centers arising in cartil: 
wi!sa&aK>>sition of lime salts in the ca 
L-ntei ItriSo'Aed by secondary, absorpt 
3£ by true bony tissue 



a . cast \,en-d3-,kra-ne-3l-X n (19 

tCij'.ial cavity showing the appr- 
-j:; brain 
^^-J^-kran, -,krin, -,kren\ adj [1 
'''jllilli. cr.z^in to separate — more 
«^^ilt;=Si::=> 1^11) 1 : secreting interna 
fejiffiwimics:.^ secretions that are distribu 
) - ay of the bloodstream <an 
: sr£. relating to, affecting, or resen 
^.-'^ tumors) 

vV^22) 1 : HORMONE . 2 : ENDO 
1 1 (1914) : a gland (as the thy. 
3!.'aan.,-ascccrine secretion — called als 
¥-*c X,en-d>,kri-n'l-'a-jik, -,kri- 
iife5it»susr^ adj (ca. 1934) : involving or 
y^BcKcscons or to endocrinology 

_[>• X,en-da-kri-*na-l>-jc. -»kri-X 
r^vih the endocrine glands — en« 
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CHAPTER 3 Applications of t^^^ 



EXtREMAdFiFUNGTlONS: 



We begin this section by . Iqo^^^ the'])^^^ 
arid ;ftsHang(^riih^^ 

We then make our observations mM^ oe 
finding extreme values- for ia fuhjCtioh /. ; C''' ^ - ""^ " ' 

In' Figure 3: 1 , the line./ |s tajnig^nV to the, graph of the function at ibf 
point /(a)). Note that has- a^ positive ^ as is: 

moves from left to right . The graph must exhibit ; this same nsing 
near X = a! In terms of the functioW we see that ds^^^ increases through- 
a, the values of Jix) also increase^ Since^^^^^ lire 
at P. is the; derivative /'(a) of theyl%ctipn// at x ^^^^wq cotic^^ 
/'(a) > 0; / w , . ' . -rvl ' 

■Examining- the, situation at the point Q = /, 
we see that the tangent line /*, which;has a negative slope}^^^^^ yerticall*: 
as it fnov^s frpmfleft to right. The grapli'of / hear Q 
thrbiigKx ^ h. We conclude: If f (b) < 0, then f is decreasing 

These conclusions are clearly valid only neai" the point of tarigenqk; 
The similarity between the behavior of the tangent line / and the behavior' 
of the function / holds only when the line and the curve are close to eac% 
other, and the tangent line is guaranteed to be close tb the curve only 
the point "of tangency. The line and the curve can drift far apart a^ Ave move 
away from the point of tangency. The tangent line / at point P in Fi 
3.1 continues to rise forever, but this behavior is not true for the graph c^? 
/. Indeed, we have seen that / is decreasing at Q, 

At the point /?(c, /(c)) on the graph of /, in Figure 3.1, the tange 
line /' is horizontal: It is neither rising nor falling. The graph in Fig 
3.1 shows the behavior of the function hear this point: The function ;^ 
is decreasing as it approaches jc = c and is increasing afterward. We cm. 
say that the function / has a local minimum value at x = c — that is, 
X =.c, all the values of fix) are greater than f(c). 

Our reasoning here has been geometric and informal. To make 
conclusions more precise, let us now consider a graph that represents vaii- 
ations in some physical quantity such as temperature, resistance in an ele<r, 



Figure 3. 1 
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This invention relates to improvements in f old- 
Ing suivorts for handbags and the like. 

Ladies ordinarily carry handbags of different 
sizes BXiA when they go to a restaurant for meals, 
5 or sit down at a card table, the handbag must 
either be laid upon the table, or held in the lap. 
botti ways of which are inconvenient Since 
women usually carry money itnd other valuables 
in'their handbags, it is necessary to keep them in 
10 view at aU times, to prevent- unauthorized persons 
ftom obtaining access to them. 

It is the object of this invention to produce 
hook or support of such construction that it can 
be readily carried in the handbag and which shall 
15 be so designed that it can be used for supporting 
the handbag from the edge of a table and. which 
makes it possible for a woman to keep her hand-- 
bag within sight and easy reach when seated at a 
table. 

20 The improved support or hook that forms the 
subject of this invention will now be described in 
detaU and for this purpose reference wHl be had 
to the accompanying drawing on which it has 
been illustrated in its preferred form and in' which 

ii5 Figure 1 is a fragmentary perspective view of a 
card table showing a handbag supported from the 
edge thereof by the improved hook; 

Figure 2 is a section through the edge of the 
table, taken on line 2—2, Figure 1. and shows the 

30 hook in place thereon, the handbi« being indicat- 
ed by dotted lines: 

Figure 3 is a section taken on line Figure 
2. but ^ows only a portion of the hook; «nd 
Figure 4 is an edge elevation of the hook show- 
as ing the same in folded position and ready to be 
Inserted into the handbag. 

In the drawing, reference numeral S designates 
the top Gt a table, which in Figure 1 has been 
shown as an ordinary card table provided with 

40 foldable legs 6. The hook T is formed from a wire 
or rod of any suitable material such as steel or 
brass, and whose surface may have any desirable 
. flnffth such as nickel, silver or gold plating. The 
hook is so bent that it resembles, in a general 

45 way, the letter 8, the upper loop 8 being quite 
large in comparison with the lower loop 9, aU as 
shown in Figure 2. The end 10 of loop 6 is direct- 
ed downwardly and has its center in a plane x — x 
which passes through the center H of the loop 9. 

50 End 10 is flattened and its sides lie in spaced 
planes perpendicular to the plane of the hook. 
End 10 is provided with an opening for the recep- 
tion of ttie pivot pin 12. A plate 18. which may 
be dttier circular or oblong, is provided on its 

55 upper surface with two lugs or ears 14 that are 
spaced to receive the end lOj and inrovided with 
openings for the reception of the pivot pin 12. 

Plate 18 can be turned about pivot II from the 
position shown in Figures.2 and 3 to the position 

00 shown in Figure 4; In the latier.poBltloa the hfliok 



can be said to be fblded and can be easily put : 
into the handbag or a pocket 

When the hook is to be employed for suj^xirting 
a handbag or any other object, the plate 18 is 
turned firom the position eSiown in Figure 4 to 6 
that shown in Figures 2 and 3, and the hook is put 
into position over the edge of the table in the 
manner shown in ngures 1 and 2. TbB flieit sur- 
face of the plate engages the table top and pre- 
vents it from becoming scratched or marred. Tlie 10 
under surface of the plate may have a covering 1 S 
of rubber or felt if desired. 

After the hook has been put into position, the 
handbag, designated by numeral 1 6, may be hung 
by its handle 17 from the loop 9. It will be seen 15 
from the drawing that the hook can swing about 
the axis of the pivot 12, but not in the opposite 
direction. The handbag can be supported in 
either closed or open position, and when it is open, 
the owner has ready access to it at all times, which 20 
is a great convenience. 

After the hook has been used, it is removed 
and the plate 18 turned into the position shown 
in Figure A, in ^rtiich position it takes up very little 
spSLce, 25 

Although the hook is pridarily intended to 
support handbags, it is evident that it can be em- 
ployed for. supporting any other articles such as 
clothing. 

In the claims the words "upper" and "top" ate iso 
emi^Q^ed to designate the end <tf the hook hav- 
ing the enUvged loop and the "bottom" or '^ower" 
the end having the smaUloop 9. 

Hftvtog descrihed the in vention, what Is claimed 
as new is: 35 

1. A support comprising in cosdilnation, a hook- 
portion of substantially S-shi^, the upper loop 
b^ng larger than the lower and adapted to ex- 
tend over the edge of a table top, the lower 166p 
serving as a hook to support an object, the ^ 
end of the upper loop tenninating ,in a portion 
whose axis extended intersects the lower loop, and 

a plate attached to the end of the upper loop by 
a pivot that is perpendicular to the axis and lies ^ 
in the plane of the hook-portion, said plate serv- 
ing to contact with a supporting surface. 

2. A support comprising in combination a hodc- 
portlon of substantiaUy 8*shape, the end of the 
upper loop being directed downwardly so that its 50 
center line intersects the lower loop, the end of 
the upper loop having a plate attached thereto by 

a pivot pin that lies in the plane.of the hook-por- 
tion and is perpendicidar to the center line of the . 
end of the loop, the plate bdng rotatablie abpiit 50 
the pivot ftom a.plane perpendicular to the center 
line and into a plane parallel with ttie plane of 
■ the hodk-portion. 

ALBUIdCUT VOH SCHRtiSDER. 00 
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swivel {swlv-t//7 1] Promnciatjpn_.Key - SihpwJPA 
Pronunciation noun, verb, -elect, -eMng or (especiaNy British) - 
elled, -eMing. 

-noun 

1. a fastening device that allows the thing fastened to turn 
around freely upon it, esp. to turn In a full circle.- 

2. such a device consisting of two parts, each of which turns 
around independently, as a compound link of a chain, one 
part of which turns freely in the other by means of a headed 
pin or the like. 

3. a pivoted support allowing a gun to turn around in a 
horizontal plane. 

4. a swivel gun. 

5. a device attached to a loom and used as a shuttle to weave 
extra threads In the production of small figures, esp. dots. 

-verb (used with object) 

6. to turn or pivot on or as If on a swivel: He swiveied his chair 
around. 

7. to fasten by a swivel; furnish with a swivel. 
-verb (used without object) 

8. to turn on or If as on a swivel. 

[Origin: 1275-1325; ME (n.), equiv. to swiv (weak s. of OE 
swTfan to revolve; c. ON svTfy to turn) + -et instrumental suffix] 

—Related forms 
swivel 'I ike, adjective 

DicUona ry.com Unabridged (v i.i) 

Based on the Random House Unabridged Dictionary, @ Random House, Inc. 2006. 
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High quality metal stools at factory direct prices. 
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Swivel . 

Swivel at a great deal! Swivel on eBay Motors. 
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swivel (swiv'al) Pronu.ncja_ti.onJ<ey 

n. 

1. A link, pivot, or other fastening so designed that it permits 
the free turning of attached parts. 

2. A pivoted support that allows an attached object, such as a 
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3. A gun that turns on a pivot. 



V. swiv-eled or swivelled, swlv*eMng or swlvel*ilng, 
swivels 

V. tr. 

1. To turn or rotate on or as If on a swivel. 

2. To secure, fit, or support with a swivel. 
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To turn on or as if on a swivel. 



[I^iddle English swyvel.] 



(Row.Clload Now or Puy. the.^Qpk) 

The American Heritage^S^ Olctlonary of the English Language, Fourth Edition 
Copyright €; 2006 by Houghton Mifflin Company. 
Published by Houghton Mifflin Company. All rights reserved. 

CTTE THIS SOURCE | PRINT 



Online . EtymologyMif:tiQn^^ - QfeSh.is..$pun:^, - ^h^re.This 
swivel (n.) 

1307, from frequentative form of stem of O.E. verb swifan "to 
move in a course, sweep" (a class I strong verb), from P.Gmc. 
^swipanan (cf. O.Fris. swiva "to be uncertain/' O.N. svifia "to 
rove, ramble, drift"), from PIE base *swel- "swing, bend, move 
in a sweeping manner." I^.E. swive was the principal slang for "to 
have sexual intercourse with," a sense that developed c.l300. 
This probably explains why, though the root is verbal, the verb 
swivel is not attested in Mod.Eng. until 1794. 



Online Etymology Dictionary, © 2001 Douglas Harper 
CITE THIS SOURCE | PRINT 



WordNet - Qte ThisJipMrcis. - Shai^.Xhj$ 
swivel 



1. a coupling (as in a chain) that has one end that turns on a 
headed pin 

verb 

1. turn on a pivot [syn: pivot] 



WordNet® 3.0, 1^ 2006 by Princeton Universtty. 
CITE THIS SOURCE | PRINT 



Webster'sj^^^ - Qfe This.,Sf)urce - 

$MareIhJis 

Swivel 

Swiv"el\, n. [AS. sw[=l]fan to move quickly, to remove; akin to 
Icel. sveifia to whirl, shake, sv[=i]fa to ramble, to turn. See 
Swoop, and cf. Swift a reel. Swift, a.] 

1, (Mech.) A piece, as a ring or hook, attached to another piece by 
a pin, In such a manner as to permit rotation about the pin as an 
axis. 

2. (Mil.) A small piece of ordnance, turning on a point or swivel; — 
called also svyiye.l.gun. --Wilhelm. 

SwjyeLbrjdge, a kind of drawbridge that turns round on a vertical 

axis; a swing bridge. 

Swiyel hook, a hook connected with the iron strap of a pulley block 
by a swivel joint, for readily taking the turns out of a tackle. 

Swivel joint, a joint, the two pieces composing which turn round, 
with respect to each other, on a longitudinal pin or axis, as in a 
chain, to prevent twisting. 



Webster's Revised Unabridged Dictionary, Q 1996, 1998 MtCRA, Inc. 
CITE THIS SOURCE 1 PRINT 
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Webster's Revised unabridged Oictionaiv, (D 1996, 1998 MICRA, inc. 
CHE THIS SOURCE | PRINT 

Share This: ^®®^G^(SS9&0 



Produce rigging hardware sponsored unks 

Shacl<le, Clip, Turnbucke, Hook Quick link, Wire cable, Plug etc. 
www.H-quality.com 

Metal Stools 

High quality metal stools at factory direct prices, 
www .Seat! ng Oepotxom 

Swivel 

Swivel at a great deal! Swivel on eBay Motors. 
www.eBayMotors.com 

Robot System Products AB 

Industrial robot peripherals Tool Changer, Swivel, Gripper 
www .robotsy stem products. com/ 

Swivels, Snaps & Clevises 

Shop Cabeia's for swivels, snaps & clevises. 100% satisfaction. 
www.Cabelas.com. 



swivel 



About • Privacy Policy • Terms of Use • Link to Us • Report Ad • Contact Us 
Copyright ® 2008. Dictionary .com, LLC. All rights reserved. 
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For Purse Hanger 



Examiner. Le, Tan 

Group Alt Unit 3632 

Declaration 

Ronald it Shea 
2540 Country Hills Rd. 
Apt 192 
Brea^CA 92821 



Board of Patent Appeals and Interfeiaces 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

DECLARATION OF LENNA BAUERLY 
UNDER 37 6 CFR hn€(e\ and 1.68 

I, Shelly Lenna Bauerly, am the named inventor and owner of U.S. Patent Application 
No. 1 0/763,426 by Baueriy, entitled "Purse Hanger," filed on January 23, 2004. 

The development of a working model of the claimed invention consisted of numerous 
experiments, including many designs that fiuled to achieve the design initiatives. 

The design of die rigid arm and diain combination, as described in the patent plication, 
that would remain stable when su^^orting a purse from a table top, was only achieved 
after that experimentation and failure by actual models. 

Additicmal experimCTtation with various designs was undertaken to develop a means of 
reducing the likelihood that a purse and hanger would be knocked off. a table by a slight 
bump or hriish of a passer-by. Various rubber and cork surfaces were not sufficient to 
prev^ die jnirse hanga firai sliding off of a table when brusihed by a passer by. 
Attempts to suspend a purse sufficiently far under a table to minimize brushing remitted 
in impractical designs. Eventually, die swivel joint described in die invention was 
conceived to allow the purse to rotate freely when bumped, diereby releasing rotational 
energy without die purse hanger pivoting off a table top due to that rotational raeigy. 
When experiments woe conducted with this design, it gready enhanced the stability of 
the purse hanger when a purse hanging dierefitmi was bunq)ed or Imished by apasser-by. 



I certify under penalty of perjury that I have actual knowledge of all claims and assertions 
set foidi in the foregoing statement, and tiiat foregoing statement is true and I 
am aware that willful false statements and the like are punishable by fine or 
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imprisonmeiit or both under 18 U.S.C. § 1001 and may jeopardize Ihe validity of the 
aiyplicadon, or any patent issuing thereon. 

Signed by my hand this 10^ day of May, 200S 
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
Field of the Invention 

The present invention is directed to the field of mechanical devices. More 
particularly, the present invention is directed to a purse hanger for hanging purses and 
handbags from tabletops and surfaces. 

Description of the Prior Art 

At coffeehoxises, restaurants, bars, or indoor and outdoor cafes, people crowd at tables 
with limited space. In addition to space for food and drink, table tops are often called upon to 
support ash trays, chess boards, books, newspapers, etc. Those who carry purses and 
handbags often crowd their handbags into the center of the table. Purses and handbags on a 
tabletop reduce the space on the tabletop, and are an annoyance when reaching for food, 
drink, or other items. Some handbag users choose to sit with their handbags on their 
respective laps, creating a less than leisurely atmosphere. Others elect to place their handbag' 
/oil the floor or sidewalk next to their chair, under their chair, or beneath the table. Multiple 
inconveniences abound from these options, however. Floors and sidewalks are often 
unsanitary, and wholly unsuitable for contact with anything other than the bottom of one's 
shoe. Additionally, purses and handbags which are placed next to or under a chair are 
completely out of the line of sight of the owner, and can be stolen without the knowledge of 
the owner until it is time to leave. Even when not stolen, the vigilance required to continually 
check on a purse or handbag beneath a chair again detracts from the leisure and pleasure of a 
caf(§ or restaurant experience. 

Purse hangers for hanging a purse from a table often align the weight of a purse in an 
unstable position, causing the purse holder to slide off the table. Bolting or fastening a purse 
hanger to a table top prevents a purse hanger from sliding off the table, but are only usefixl 
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when a purse owner sits at the table fitted with the fixed-in-place purse hanger. Prior art 
purse hangers that are carried in a purse are easily lost within the purse, and difficult to find 
among other various items stored within a purse. 

There remains therefore a need for a purse holder that can easily be located without 
becoming lost in the purse of a user. There is also a need for a purse holder that will not 
readily slide off a tabletop. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

According to an embodiment of the invention, a purse hanger for hanging a purse from 
a flat surface comprises a rigid interface member defining a substantially planar interface area 
that is co-planar with the flat surface. A rigid arm has a proximal end coupled with the rigid 
interface member aiid a distal end oriented vertically beneath the planar interface area. The 
proximal end can be swivelably coupled to the rigid interface member, or fixedly coupled, 
according to alternative embodiments. A flexible member has a first end coupled to the distal 
end of the rigid arm, and a second end coupled to a purse engagement member for engaging a 
strap of a purse. 

According to one embodiment, the rigid arm is detachably coupled with the rigid 
interface member. 

The rigid interface member can have a storage cavity, which can contain various 
personal items including, but not limited to one or more shades of lip gloss, foundation, make 
up, vitamins, drugs, a timepiece, a cellular telephone, a camera and combinations thereof 
The storage cavity can be divided into multiple storage spaces by modular inserts. 

A cover for covering the storage cavity has a securement means for securing the cover 
to the rigid interface member. The securement means may include, but is not limited to snaps, 
clasps, hooks, hinges, magnets, threaded members, and combinations thereof. 
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The rigid arm can include a horizontal extension parallel with the planar interface 
area, and a vertical extension that is about perpendicular to the horizontal extension. 
The vertical extension can include a lengthening means for altering a length of the vertical 
extension. The flexible member will preferably have at least one swivel joint, which can 
5 include a top swivel member coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm, a bottom swivel 
member coupled to the purse engagement member, or a swivel link. 

The p\irse engagement member is advantageously formed from a rigid loop having a 
movable loop member movably engaged to a primary loop member. When the movable loop 

10 member is in a first position, the purse engagement loop is a closed loop, and when the 

movable loop member is in a second position, the purse engagement member is an open loop. 
The movable loop member can be movably engaged to the primary loop member through a 
pivot means or through a slide means, such as a tubular member into which the movable loop 
member can retract. A spring member urges the movable loop member toward the first 

15 position. 

A method for storing a purse hanger comprises the steps of securing the purse 
engagement member to a purse handle, opening the purse, flexing the flexible member, and, 
placing the rigid interface member within the purse, wherein the purse engagement member 
20 remains secured to the purse strap. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is an isometric view of a purse supported from a table by the purse holder of 
25 the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged isometric view of an embodiment of the purse holder of FIG. I 
with a hinged movable loop member. 

30 FIG. 3 is an isometric view of the purse holder of FIG. 1 partially stored within a purse 

while the purse engagement loop remains engaged to a purse handle. 
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FIG. 4 is an isometric view of the purse holder of FIG. 1 partially stored within a purse 
while the purse engagement loop remains engaged to a purse handle. 

FIG. 5 is a top plan embodiment of the purse holder of FIG. 1 having a timepiece 
within the rigid interface member and a slide opening purse engagement member. 

FIG. 6 is an isometric view of the flexible member of the purse holder of FIG. 1 
comprising a swivel ball chain swivelably secured to an upper flexible member coupling. 

FIG. 7 is an isometric view of a vertical extension portion of a rigid arm of the purse 
holder of FIG. 1 with a tumbuckle for adjusting the vertical length of the rigid arm. 

FIG. 8 is a cross sectional view of the tumbuckle of FIG. 7 showing the interior thread 
engagement with the vertical extension. 

FIG. 9 is an isometric view of an embodiment of the rigid interface member of FIG. 1. 
having a neck comprising a detachable ball and assembly. 

FIG. 10 is an isolated view of the rigid interface member of FIG. 1 swiveling about the 
rigid arm. 

FIG. 1 1 is a cross sectional top plan view of a threaded neck embodiment of the purse 
holder of FIG. 1 engaged with a threaded rigid arm. 

FIG. 12 is a rear elevational view of the purse holder of FIG. 1 showing a swivel 
engagement of the rigid interface member with the rigid arm. 

FIG. 13 is a front elevational view of an embodiment of the purse holder of FIG. 1 
showing a hinged cover coupled to the top end of the rigid interface member and padding 
coupled to a bottom-surface of the rigid interface member. 
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FIG. 14. is an isometric view of an embodiment of the purse holder of FIG. 13 with a 
mirror formed in the cover and lip gloss m the rigid interface embodiment. 

FIG. 15 is a top plan view an embodiment of the purse holder of FIG. 1 with an 
enlarged knob and choke flange securing the rigid interface member to the rigid arm. 

FIG, 16 an isometric view of the purse holder of FIG, 1 with a threaded cover and 
modular insert members fitting inside the rigid interface member, and a flexible member 
comprising gold braid surrounding a high tensile strength core. 

FIG. 16a is a cross sectional view of the flexible member of FIG. 16. 

FIG. 17 is aii embodiment of the flexible member of FIG. 1 comprised of pearls strung 
aroimd a high tensile strength core. 

FIG. 18 is an alternative embodiment of a purse hanger having a rigid interface, 
member comprising a frame with multiple legs. 

FIG. 19 is the purse hanger of FIG. 1 having a rigid arm with a progressive curve. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

Overview 

Referring primarily to FIGS. 1 and 2, a purse hanger 20 for hanging a purse 80 from a 
horizontal surface such as a tabletop 21 has a rigid interface member 22. As used herein, the 
term purse includes any handbag device having at least one handle 81 for carrying by hand, or 
for looping over a shoulder, and a compartment area for carrying personal items and chattels. 

A rigid arm 45 extends horizontally outward from the rigid interface member. The 
rigid arm 45 has a proximal end 46 and a distal end 55. The proximal end is coupled to the 
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neck 38 of the rigid interface member 22. Preferably, the neck is pivotably coupled to the 
rigid arm, thereby allowing the distal end to pivot to a lowest gravitational position. 
Embodiments are envisioned, however, wherein the rigid arm 45 is secured to the neck 38 in a 
non-pivoting relationship. 

5 

The rigid interface member 22 has a planar interface area 23. In the embodiment of 
FIG. 2, the planar interface area is about co-extensive with the bottom surface of the rigid 
interface member. In the embodiment of FIG. 13, the planar interface area 23 is defined by 
the bottom surface of a pad 28 in contact with the tabletop 21. In the embodiment of FIG. 18, 
10 the planar interface area 23 is a substantially triangular area with the comers of the triangle 
established by the position of the three legs 87. As discussed in greater detail herein, a purse 
will hang in a stable orientation from a purse hanger 20 if the distal end 55 of the rigid arm 45 
is positioned vertically beneath the planar interface area 23. 

15 A flexible member 60 is secured to the distal end 55 through an upper flexible member 

coupling 61, and to a purse engagement member shown as a rigid loop 70 through a lower 
flexible member coupling 62. One or more straps 81 of a purse 80 are placed within the rigid 
loop. The rigid interface member 22 is placed on a table top, and the purse hangs from the 
table top, suspended by the purse holder. Certain prior art purse holders have suspended i 

20 purse strap from the tip of a metal rod, potentially damaging or even poking a hole in ah 
expensive purse strap. Because the strap rests in a rigid loop, the present invention does not 
inflict damage to purse straps. 

A conmion inconvenience of prior art purse holders has been that, when stored within 
25 the purse, subsequent use requires searching for the purse holder amidst a purse full of 
personal items, or abandoning the search and storing the handbag or purse below the table or 
in a traditional manner. An advantage of the present invention is the flexible member 60. 
Referring primarily to FIGS. 3 and 4, when the purse hanger is not in use, the flexible 
member 60 of the present invention allows most of the purse hanger 20 to be stored inside the 
30 purse 80 while the purse engagement member 70 remains secured to a purse strap 81. 
Because the purse hanger can be easily located in the purse due to its connection to the purse 
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strap 81, the purse holder is easily located no matter how many personal items are stored in a 
purse. 

The Interface Member 

Referring primarily to FIGS. 5 and 9-16, the rigid interface member 22 has a flat 
bottom surface 24 defining the planar interface 23 for resting parallel to a tabletop 21. The 
planar interface area 23 can be coextensive with the bottom surface 24 of the rigid interface 
member, as shown in FIG. 2, or can be defined by padding 28 attached to the bottom surface, 
as shown in FIG. 13 and discussed fiuther below. 

An alternative embodiment shown in FIG. 1 8 includes a multi-leg embodiment 25 of a 
rigid interface member comprising a frame 26 with three legs 87 extending therefrom. The 
distal ends of the legs individually interface with a tabletop 21, and thereby define a 
geometric plane which includes the planar interface 23. 



As best seen in FIGS. 12, 13 and 18, a layer of padding 28 established an optimal 
frictional contact with a table top 21, and avoids scratching table smfaces. The padding can 
be formed from a variety of materials, including but not limited to felt, cork, rubber, or other 
materials. Those skilled in the art will recognize that in embodiments utilizing layer of 
20 padding, the planar interface 23 is technically established by the padding, not the rigid 
interface member 22 or the distal ends of the legs 87. 

According to one embodiment, the rigid interface member 22 releasably couples to a 
cover 29 by a securement means, shown in FIGS. 5, and 14 as a clasp and hinge assembly. 

25 An upper clasp 32 on the cover engages a lower clasp 33 on the rigid interface member to 
secure the cover in place. When the clasp release 34 is pressed by a user, the clasp assembly 
releases the cover from the rigid interface member. According to the embodiment shown in 
FIGS. 9, 10, and 13, an optional hinge 31 prevents the cover from detaching completely from 
the rigid interface member 22. A hinge can also be used independent of a clasp means. The 

30 hinge assembly 3 1 can advantageously be used with other mechanical closing devices, such as 
a two-position rocker-and-spring assembly, wherein, when the cover is below a center 
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position, the cover is urged shut by the spring, and when lifted above the rocker point, the 
cover is urged open by the spring. 

FIG. 16 shows an alternative embodiment wherein the cover 29 releasably engages the 
5 rigid interface member in a threadable engagement. Mutually engageable upper threads 34 
and lower threads 35 are respectively formed around the edges of the cover 29 and the rigid 
interface member 22. 

As seen in FIGS. 14 and 16, a storage cavity 30 within the rigid interface member 22 
10 can be used to store personal items, such as lip gloss 41 or other forms of make-up 82, 
prescription medications 83, a condom, or other small personal items. Consumable personal 
items such as lip gloss will preferably be stored in a pre-fonned container that can be removed 
and replaced within the storage cavity 30. FIG. 16 shows an alternative embodiment 
including modular inserts 43 which can be used to segregate storage of separate items, such as 
1 5 different shades of lip gloss or make-up, different prescription medications, etc. 

FIG. 5 illustrates an embodiment comprising a timepiece 44 disposed within the 
storage cavity 30, and a watch stem 27 extending out of the side of the rigid interface member 
22. Alternative electrical and mechanical devices such as battery operated timepieces, 

20 cameras, or cellular telephones stored within the cavity 30 are envisioned within the scope of 
the claimed invention. Those skilled in the art will understand that insertion ports for 
batteries, digital memory, cell-phone ear plugs, and other electro-mechanical accessories can 
be positioned in a variety of places, such as in the bottom surface 24, the side of the rigid 
interface member 22, or in the storage cavity 30 as accessed after opening the cover 29. 

25 Watches and other electronic and mechanical devices are preferably removable for battery 
replacement, servicing, or exchanging with other insertable devices and members. 

The upper surface of the rigid interface member, seen in FIG. 1, 9 and 19 will 
preferably be a decorative member. Expensive embodiments can include onyx, lapis lazuli, or 
30 other precious or semi-precious stones, as well as porcelain, ceramic, gold, platinum and 
silver etchings, and other jeweled and decorative surfaces. The decorative surfaces can 
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include various artistic displays, emblems of college and professional sports teams, casinos, 
restaurants, inaugurations, sports championships and other commemorative events. 

A neck 38 extending horizontally from the rigid interface member 22 is discussed in 
greater detail in conjxmction with the rigid arm 45, The neck can be integrally formed with 
the rigid interface member, or securely attached thereto. The axis of the neck is preferably 
parallel to the planar interface area 23. 

The Rigid Arm 

The neck 38 couples a rigid arm 45 to the rigid interface member 22. 

Referring primarily to FIGS. 2, 5-12 and 14-16, the rigid ami 45 is formed from a 
rigid material or combination of materials that are strong enough to maintain a preformed 
shape while supporting the weight of a purse. Materials can include, but not limited to metal, 
graphite, composite and kevlar compositions or combinations. The rigid arm preferably 
includes a horizontal extension 50 and a vertical extension 51. Embodiments are envisioned 
wherein the rigid arm is single piece construction, such as a contiguous wire rod. Alternative 
embodiments discussed in greater detail below envision a rigid arm having multiple separate 
members joined by a linking piece, such as a tiimbuckle. 

The proximal end 46 of the rigid arm is located at the tip of the horizontal extension 
50, and couples with the neck 38 of the rigid interface member 22. When the rigid arm is 
coupled with the neck 38, the horizontal extension of the rigid arm is parallel to the planar 
interface area 23. 

The distal end 55 of the rigid arm couples with the flexible member 60 through an 
upper flexible member coupling 61. 

As discussed above, the engagement between the proximal end 46 of the rigid arm 45 
and the neck 38 is preferably a swivelable engagement. FIG. 5 shows a basic swivel 
engagement that permanently couples the horizontal extension 50 to the neck 38. 
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FIG. 9 shows a swivel engagement including an inner neck portion 38a extending 
from the rigid interface member 22 and ian outer neck portion 38b coupled with the horizontal 
extension 50. A release means shown as a ball-detent engagement allows the rigid interface 
member 22 to be detached from the rigid arm 45. A depressible ball 58 in the inner neck 
engages a detent opening 59 in the outer neck portion 38b to form a ball-detent engagement. 
The rigid interface member 22 can be released from the rigid arm 45 by depressing the ball 58 
and withdrawing the inner neck 38a from the outer neck 38b. 

FIG, 1 1 shows an alternative swivel embodiment with a release means comprising a 
threaded engagement between the horizontal extension 50 of the rigid arm 45 and the neck 38. 
The horizontal extension 50 includes a threaded portion 48 engaged with a threaded interior 
42 of the neck 38. The threaded embodiment allows the horizontal extension 50 of the rigid 
arm 45 to swivel within the neck 38. Although threaded engagements can allow a rigid 
interface member 22 to be detached from the rigid arm 45, alternative embodiments are 
envisioned wherein a stop, such as a thread interruption, prevents the complete unscrewing 
and detachment of the rigid arm from the rigid interface member. 

FIG. 15 is an alternative swivelable embodiment having an enlargement shown as a 
rounded boss 47 formed on the proximal end of the rigid arm, and secured within the neck by 
a constriction shown as a choke flange 37 within the neck 38. 

The specific embodiments of swivelable and releasable engagements of the rigid ami 
45 and the rigid interface member 22, as described above, however, are exemplary, and are 
not intended to limit other swivel engagements that are fully intended within the scope of the 
claims, including detachable and non-detachable swivel engagements. Additionally, non- 
swivelable embodiments are envisioned wherein the rigid arm 45 is engaged to the neck 38 in 
a non-swiveling relationship. 

As shown m FIGS. 1, 2, 5, 12, 14 and 16, rigid arm embodiments 45 can include a 
vertical extension 54 perpendicular to the horizontal extension 50. A lengthening means on 
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the vertical extension 51, shown as a tumbuckle 49, allows adjustment of the vertical distance 
between the planar interface area 23 and the distal end 55 of the rigid arm 45. A vertical 
lengthening means allows the purse hanger 20 to be adjusted according to the thickness of the 
table, bar, or other horizontal surface from which a purse may be hung. By positioning the 
lengthening means on a vertical extension 51, the act of lengthening or shortening the vertical, 
extension will not move the distal end 55 out of the center axis. 

FIGS. 7 and 8 show an enlarged view of a lengthening means in the form of a threaded 
tumbuckle 49 coupling an upper member 56 and a lower member 57 of the vertical extension. 
According to one embodiment, the tumbuckle can be completely unscrewed from at least one 
of the upper and lower members 56, 57, thereby allowing the user to combine a different 
flexible member 60 with the purse hanger assembly. An alternative embodiment, however, 
envisions stops such as enlarged unthreaded portions on the upper and lower members 56, 57 
that prevent detachment of the upper and lower members from the tumbuckle. 

FIG. 19 illustrates alternative embodiment with a rigid arm 45 defined by a large 
progressive curve. The shape of the rigid arms in the figxires are exemplary, and other 
alternative shapes are envisioned. The rigid arm can be formed from multiple members, such 
as two rods and a tumbuckle as shown in FIG. 16, or from single piece construction as shown 
in FIG. 19. 

The Stable Region 

As best seen in FIGS. 12, 13 and 18, the stable region 69 is the region vertically 
beneath the planar interface area 23. When a pxirse 80 is suspended by a purse hanger 20 
supported by a flat sixrface 21, and the distal end 55 of the rigid arm 45 is within the stable 
region, the sum of the moments acting on the rigid interface member will be zero, allowing a 
purse hanger to remain in a stable orientation. In swivel embodiments, the rigid arm will be 
urged by gravity to pivot until the distal end 55 passes into the stable region. In non- 
swiveling embodiments, the distal end will be fixedly disposed within the stable region. 
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As noted above, the planar interface area 23 depends on the shape and arrangement of 
the member or members in physical contact with the tabletop. In the embodiment of FIG. 2, 
the planar interface area is about co-extensive with the bottom surface of the rigid interface 
member. In the embodiment of FIG. 13, the planar interface area 23 is defined by the bottom 
surface of a felt, rubber or cork pad 28 in contact with the tabletop 21. In the multi-leg 
embodiment 25 of FIG. 18, the planar interface area 23 is a substantially triangular area with 
the comers of the triangle established by the position of the three legs 87. 

As best seen in FIG. 12, the stable region 69 vertically beneath the planar interface 
area 23 is largest when the planar interface area is horizontal. When the rigid interface 
member is swiveled to a non-horizontal orientation, the stable region 69 collapses in size. 

The weight of a purse will naturally cause some flexure of a rigid arm, and can alter 
the horizontal position of the distal end 55. If bending or flexure were to move the distal end 
out of the stable region 69 during use, the purse hanger would become unstable. FIGS. 1, 2 
and 19 show a purse hanger 20 designed, when a purse of a predetermined weight is 
supported by the purse hanger, the distal end 55 is aligned along the center axis 68 that 
intersects the geometric center 67 of the planar interface area 23 at right angles. According to 
this design, minor flexure of the rigid arm or minor manufacturing variations will not move 
the distal end 55 outside of the stable region 69 or otherwise degrade the stability or 
usefulness of the purse hanger. In swiveling embodiments, the arc defined by the distal end 
55 will pass through the center axis 68. In non*swiveling embodiments, the distal end 55 of 
the rigid arm should be fixedly disposed m vertical alignment beneath the planar interface 
area 23 when the planar interface area is horizontal. 

The Flexible Member 

As best shown in FIGS. 1-5 and 16, a flexible member 60 has a first end with an upper 
flexible member coupling 61 for coupling with the distal end 55 of rigid arm 45, and a second 
end with a lower flexible member coupling 62 for coupling with the purse engagement loop 
70. The flexible member can be formed firom any material or combination of materials that is 
sufficiently flexible to allow the purse hanger 20 to be stored in a purse 80 without detaching 
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the purse engagement loop 70 from the purse strap, and strong enough to reliably hold a purse 
in a suspended position. The opening in the purse can be substantially closed with the flexible 
member protruding through a small opening. Because part of the flexible member will remain 
outside the purse, the user can easily pull the remainder of the purse hanger out of the purse 
for use. According to a preferred embodiment, the flexible member will be between one inch 
and four inches in length. The appended claims, however, comprehend embodiments having 
a flexible member less than one inch or greater than four inches. 

When a purse 80 hangs from a purse hanger as in FIG. 1, an impact against the purse 
80, such as might bje imparted from a knee or chair, can impart a torque to the purse which 
can be transmitted to the interface member 22, dislodging it from the tabletop 21. Such 
torque, however, can be dissipated by allowing the purse to spin when impacted by a knee or 
chair. The flexible member 60, therefore, should include at least one swivel member. FIG. 5 
shows a purse hanger with a swivel engagement in the upper flex coupling 61, and a flexible 
member 60 in the form of a swivel ball chain. FIG. 2 shows a purse hanger with swivel 
engagements for the upper flex coupling 61 and the lower flexible coupling 62, as well as a 
swivel ball chain for the flexible member. FIG. 6 is an enlarged view of a swivel ball chain 
that can detachably connect to the upper flexible member coupling 61. 

FIG. 16 and cross sectional view 16A show a non swiveling flexible member 60 
comprising a flexible high strength tensile core 65 surrounded by decorative external layering, 
shown as gold braid 64. High strength tensile members can include, but are not limited to 
steel or other wire rope, nylon, spun glass, carbon kevlar, as well as composites that are not 
yet developed. External decorative layering can include, but is not limited to, gold, silver or 
platinum chain or braid, as well as other jewelry. FIG. 17 shows pearls 66 strung on a high 
tensile strength core 65. Because a high tensile strength core such as steel rope will impart 
torque when twisted, and will not release the torque through swiveling, embodiments 
comprising a non-swiveling flexible member such as FIGS. 16 and 17 comprise non- 
swivelable flexible members 60 connected with swivelable upper flexible member coupling 
61 and lower flexible member coupling 62. 
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The Purse Engagement Loop 

FIGS. 1-4 show a pxirse eng^ement loop 70 for holding the handle, or handles 81 of a 
purse 80. Referring to FIGS. 2 and 5, a purse engagement loop 70 is a rigid member having a 
primary loop member 71 and a movable loop member in the form of a hinged member 72 that 
is hingably secured to the primary loop member. The hinged member 72 can move between 
first and second positions relative to the primary loop member. A spring member urges the 
movable loop to the first position. When the movable loop member is moved firom the first 
position to the second position relative to the primary loop member, the loop 70 is an open 
loop, and one or both purse straps 81, can be inserted through the opening and placed into the 
loop. When the hinged member 72 is restored to the first position, the loop 70 becomes a 
closed loop, securely holding the purse strap(s) inside the loop. . 

According to the embodiment of FIG. 2, the movable loop member 72 is attached to 
the primary loop member 71 by a hinge74, and moves between the first and second positions 
in a swivel motion. A spring 73 exerts a force between the primary loop member and the 
hinged member 72 to urge the hinged member to swivel to the closed position. 

The embodiment of FIG. 5 shows a primary loop member having a tubular 
construction 76, and a movable loop member in the form of a slidable member 75 that can 
slidably retract into the tubular construction. A helical spring 78 is positioned within the 
tubular construction to urge the slidable member 75 into a closed position. A finger tab 77 on 
the slidable member provides a means for a user to retract the slidable member. 

An alternative embodiment for purse engagement loop 70, seen in FIG. 1, comprises a 
continuous loop without any movable member. During fabrication of a purse, a purse handle 
81, or multiple handles, as in FIG. 1 are inserted through the continuous rigid loop 70. The 
purse handle is then fixed to the purse 80 in a manner known in purse construction. The purse 
hanger 20 is thereby permanently or semi-permanently affixed to the purse handle. 

The present invention is directed to a purse hanger for hanging a purse from a 
table or other horizontal surfaces. The purse hanger has a flexible member allowing the rigid 



14 



Patent Application 
Bauerlv 00100 

interface member of the purse hanger to be stored in the purse without detaching the purse 
engagement member 70 from a purse strap. Many features that would be readily understood 
to one skilled in the art have not been discussed so as to not needlessly obscure important 
features of the claimed invention. At the same time, many specific details included herein are 
descriptive of particular embodiments, but are not essential to every embodiment 
comprehended by the appended claims. Accordingly, these details should not be construed to 
limit the scope of the claims appended hereto. It will be apparent to those skilled in the art 
that many modifications, alternatives and equivalent embodiments are possible without 
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention set forth in the appended claims. 
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CLAIMS 

I Claim: 

1 1 . A purse hanger for hanging a purse fix>m a flat surface comprising: 

2 a) a rigid interface member defining a planar interface area; 

3 b) a rigid arm with a proximal end coupled with the rigid interface member and a 

4 distal end; 

5 c) a flexible member with a first end coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm, 

6 and a second end coupled to a purse engagement member. 

1 2. The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein the planar interface area is 

2 substantially co-planar with said flat surface, and wherein said distal end of said rigid 

3 arm is oriented vertically beneath said planar interface area. 
4 

5 3 . The purse hanger according to claim 1 further comprising a purse with a purse strap 

6 engaged with said purse engagement member. 

1 4. The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein the rigid arm is swivelably coupled 

2 with the rigid interface member. 

1 5. The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein the rigid arm is detachably coupled 

2 with the rigid interface member. 

1 6. The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein the rigid interface member has a 

2 storage cavity. 

1 7. The purse hanger according to claim 6 further comprising storage members stored in 

2 said storage cavity, said storage members being selected from among a group 

3 consisting of lip gloss, foimdation, make up, vitamins, drugs, a condom, modular 

4 inserts, a timepiece, a cellular telephone, a camera and combinations thereof. 
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1 8. The purse hanger according to claim 6 further comprising a cover for covering said 

2 storage cavity, and securement means for securing said cover to said rigid interface 

3 member. 

1 9. The purse hanger according to claim 8 wherein said securement means is selected 

2 from among a group consisting of snaps, clasps, hooks, hinges, magnets, threaded 

3 members, and combinations thereof 

1 1 0. The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein said rigid arm comprises a horizontal 

2 extension parallel with said planar interface area. 

1 11. The purse hanger according to claim 10 wherein the rigid arm comprises a vertical 

2 extension that is about perpendicular to said horizontal extension. 

1 12. The purse hanger according to claim 1 1 wherein the vertical extension has a 

2 lengthening means for altering a length of the vertical extension. 

1 13. The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein the first end of the flexible member is • 

2 coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm by a swivel joint. 

1 14. The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein the second end of the flexible member 

2 is coupled to the purse engagement member by a swivel joint. 

1 15. The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein the purse engagement member is a 

2 rigid loop. 

1 1 6. The purse hanger according to claim 1 5 wherein the rigid loop is a single continuous 

2 loop. 

1 17. The purse hanger according to claim 1 5 wherein the rigid loop is a formed from a 

2 movable loop member movably engaged to a primary loop member, wherein, when 
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1 the movable loop member is in a first position, the rigid loop is a closed loop, and 

2 when the movable loop member is in a second position, the rigid loop is an open loop. 

1 18. The purse hanger according to claim 1 7 wherein the movable loop member is movably 

2 engaged to the primary loop member through a pivot means. 

1 1 9. The purse hanger according to claim 1 7 wherein the movable loop member is slidably 

2 engaged to the primary loop member through a slide means. 

1 20. The purse hanger according to claim 19 wherein said slide means includes a tubular 

2 member into which the movable loop member can retract. 

1 21. The purse hanger according to claim 1 7 further comprising a spring member for 

2 urging said movable loop member toward said first position. 

1 22. A purse hanger for hanging a purse from a horizontal surface comprising: 

2 a) a rigid interface member with a planar interface area resting on said horizontal 

3 surface; 

4 b) a rigid arm with a proximal end coupled to said interface member and a distal 

5 end disposed vertically beneath said planar interface area; 

6 c) . a flexible member with first and second ends, said first end of said flexible 

7 member secured to said distal end of said rigid arm; 

8 d) a purse engagement member coupled with said second end of said flexible 

9 member. 

I 23. The purse hanger of claim 22 wherein the flexible member is at least one inch long. 

1 24. The purse hanger of claim 22 wherein said purse engagement member is a rigid loop. 

1 25. The purse hanger of claim 24 wherein the rigid loop comprises a primary loop 

2 member coupled to a movable loop member, said movable loop member being 
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1 movable between first and second positions, wherein, in said first position, said rigid 

2 loop is a closed loop, and in said second position, said rigid loop is an open loop. 

1 26. The purse hanger of claim 25 further comprising a spring member engaged with said 

2 primary loop member and with said movable loop member to urge said movable loop 

3 member to said first position. 

1 27. The purse hanger according to claim 22 wherein said rigid arm has a lengthening 

2 means. 

1 28. The purse hanger according to claim 27 wherein said lengthening means comprises a 

2 tumbuckle. 

1 29. The purse hanger according to claim 22 fiulher comprising a storage cavity within said 

2 rigid interface member. 

1 30. The purse hanger according to claim 29 further comprising a cover for covering said 

2 storage cavity, and a cover engagement means for engaging said cover to said rigid 

3 interface member. 

1 31. The purse hanger of claim 30 wherein the cover engagement means is selected from 

2 among a group consisting of hinges, clasps, threaded members, chains, clips, and 

3 combinations thereof 

1 32. The purse hanger according to claim 29 further comprising storage members stored 

2 within said storage cavity, said storage members selected form among a group 

3 consisting of lip gloss, foundation, modular dividers, vitamins, prescription 

4 medication, a condom, a cell phone, a time piece, a camera, and combinations thereof 

1 33. A method.for storing a purse hanger having a rigid arm with a proximal end extending 

2 from a rigid interface member and a distal end secured to a first end of a flexible 
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member, a second end of said flexible member having a purse engagement member 
secured to a strap of a purse, the method comprising the steps: 

a) opening the purse; 

b) flexing said flexible member; and, 

c) placing said rigid interface member within said purse, wherein said purse engagement 
member remains secured to said purse strap. 

34. The method of claim 33 further comprising the step of substantially closing said purse, 
wherein said flexible member protrudes through a small opening in said purse. 
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A purse hanger for hanging a purse from a flat surface has a rigid interface member 
defining a substantially planar interface area that is co*planar with the flat surface during use. 
A rigid arm has a proximal end swivelably coupled with the rigid interface member and a 
distal end, which, in use, is oriented by gravity to a position vertically beneath the planar 
interface area. A flexible member has a first end coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm, 
and a second end coupled to a purse engagement member such as a rigid loop securing the 
purse strap. The flexible member allows the rigid interface member to be stored in the purse 
while the purse engagement member remains secured to the purse strap. The rigid interfece 
member can have a storage cavity for storing personal items. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Applicant's reply filed 10/1 1/07 is acl<nowledged. Claims 1-2, 4-32, 35-39 and 41 
are currently pending. Claims 3, 33-34 and 40 had been canceled. Claims 5-9, 19-20. 
29-32 and 35-36 had been withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1-2, 4, 10-11, 13-16 and 22-25, 37-39 and 41 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over GB Patent No. 2,253,998 to Lurie et al. in 
view of JP 1 0-1 1 3275 to Omura. 

As to claims 1 and 22, Lurie et al teaches hanger device for hanging handbags, 
purses or the like (Figs. 1-4) from a horizontal surface, comprising a rigid interface 
member defining a planar interface area (12); a rigid arm with a proximal segment 
terminating at proximal end 19, a distal segment 20, 21, 22, 23, 15) terminating at distal 
end 21 , 22, 23, 15, a centrally extension ( a bend or curve between 13 and 20) disposed 
between proximal segment and a distal segment, wherein the proximal end is coupled 
with the rigid interface member, the proximal end being in a orientation substantially 
parallel to the planar interface area and curving into the central extension, and wherein 
the central extension curves into the distal segment which extends vertically downward 
(20) from the central extension when the distal end is positioned vertically beneath the 
planar interface area. Note that the distal end in this case, the examiner considers as 
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segment (21, 22, 23, 15 upon which a handbag, purse or the like can be supported or 
secured). 

The Lurie device differs from claim 1 of the present invention in that it is not 
provided with a flexible member with a first end coupled to the distal end (at the v- 
shaped)-of the rigid arm, and a second end coupled to a purse engagement member. 

Omura teaches the concept of such, Omura teaches the hanger device with a 
flexible member (6) having a first end coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm (3) and a 
second end coupled to a purse engagement member (8). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the rat at the time the invention was made to provide a flexible 
member with a first end coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm and a second end 
coupled to a purse engagement member as in Omura on the hook of Lurie in order to 
allow a user to hang the type of the purse where there is no full top closure of the 
interior of the purse and to provide a configuration which to be easily opened/closed 
and/or attached/detached (Omura, abstract). 

As to claim 2, Lurie as modified also teaches the distal end of the rigid arm being 
oriented vertically beneath the geometric center of said planar interface area. 

As to claim 4. Lurie et al. as modified also teaches the rigid arm being swivelably 
coupled (5) with the rigid interface member. 

Continuing to claims 10-1 1 and 38. Lurie et al as modified also teaches the rigid 
arm comprising a horizontal extension (13) (Fig. 2), which is parallel with the planar 
interface area; and the rigid arm having a vertical extension (20) that is substantially 
perpendicular to said horizontal extension. 
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As to claim 1 3, Lurie et al as modified also teaches first end of the flexible 
member (6, Omura) being coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm by a swivel joint (7). 
Note that the examiner considers the ring 7 of Omura is a swivel joint since the ring 7 of 
Omura is capable of turning or pivoting allowing the flexible member and thus the 
handbag/purse to turn around in a horizontal plane. 

As to claim 14, Lurie et al as modified also teaches the second end of the flexible 
member being coupled to the purse engagement member by a swivel joint (Omura, 9). 
The examiner also considers the ring 9 of Omura is a swivel joint since the ring 9 of 
Omura is capable of turning or pivoting allowing the flexible member and thus the 
handbag/purse to turn around in a horizontal plane. 

As to claims 15-16. the purse engagement member (8) of Omura as modified is 
also a rigid loop, a single continuous loop (when the engagement member is closed). 

As to claims 17-18, wherein the rigid loop is a formed from a movable loop 
member (8) movably engaged to a primary loop member (the remained loop) wherein, 
when the movable loop member is in a first position, the rigid loop is a closed loop, and 
when the movable loop member is in a second position, the rigid loop is an open loop; 
and wherein the movable loop member is movably engaged to the primary loop member 
through a pivot (hinge member, no numeral) 

As to claim 23. which recites the flexible member as being at least one inch long, 
which also appears to read on Omura. Nevertheless, it would have been an obvious 
matter of design choice for one of ordinary skill in the art to dimension the flexible 
member to be at least one inch long producing no new and unexpected results. 
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As to claims 24-25, Claims 24-25 recited limitations similar to those recited in 
claims 15-17, which also read on Lurie as modified. 

AS to claims 37-38, claims 37-38 recited limitations similar to claims 1 and 22, 
except that the central extension in this case is element 20. 

As to claim 39, Lurie et al as modified also teaches at least one bend (at 22 for 
example) within the rigid arm, which comprises a large progressive curve. 

As to claim 41 , Lurie et al as modified also teaches the horizontal extension of 
the rigid arm is swivelably coupled to the rigid interface member (12, 18) while rigidly 
fixed along a horizontal line relative to the rigid interface member. 

Claims 12 and 27-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Lurie et al. in view of Omura.and further in view of US Pub. No.2004/01 95484 to 
Sheeran. 

Lurie et al. in view of Omura teaches substantially as claimed except that is not 
provided with a lengthening means for altering the length of the vertical extension 
wherein the lengthening means comprises a turnbuckle. 

Sheeran teaches such concept. Sheeran teaches a vertical extension of the rigid 
arm having a lengthening means for altering or adjusting a length of the vertical 
extension (Fig. 6c, for example) wherein the lengthening means is in the alternative 
form of a turnbuckle. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide a lengthening means as in Sheeran on the vertical 
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extension of Lurie et al as modified so as to provide the vertical arm. which can be 
rotated, adjusted or extended in length in order to allow the hanger to be positioned on 
a wider variety of surfaces having varying degrees of thickness. Nevertheless, it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to make the vertical extension adjustable since it has been held that the provision 
of adjustability, where needed, involves only routine skill in the art. In re Stevens. 101 
USPQ 284 (CCPA1954). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 21 and 26 are objected to, but would be allowable if rewritten to include 
all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 10/1 1/07 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

The crux of the arguments are: "neither Lurie nor Omura disclose or suggest 
"the central extension curves downward to form the distal segment that extends 
vertically downward" and "neither Lurrie or Omura disclose or suggest an apparatus 
wherein the distal ends is, or even can be positioned vertically beneath the planar 
interface area." (page 10) This is not deemed to be persuasive. As stated in the 
rejection above, Lurie teaches the central extension curve (between elements 13 and 
20) and the distal segment 20 that extends vertically downward. Lurrie also teaches the 
distal end 22, 21. 23, 25 and the distal end positioned vertically (at point 23) beneath 
the planar interface area. 

Regarding Applicant's argument with respect to claims 12 and 27-28 which have 
been rejected under 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lurie in view of Omura and 
further in view of Sheeran. 

Applicant's argument appears to be attacking individual reference while the 
rejection is based on the combination. One cannot show nonobviousness by attacking 
references individually where the rejections are based on combinations of references. 
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In the instant case, Omura teaches a flexible member coupled to the securement 
member. The combination of Lurie and Omura would have suggested the subject matter 
of independent claims 1. 22 and 37. Nevertheless, assuming an argument that even if 
Lurie does not teach a securement member, but Omura teaches a securement member, 
the combined teachings of Lurie with Omura still render the claims obvious. In addition. 
Sheeran has applied for the teaching of providing a lengthening means to make the 
vertical extension adjustable. The combination of Lurie and Omura and Sheeran would 
have suggest the subject matter of claims 12, 27 and 28. Nevertheless, it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to make the vertical extension adjustable since it has been held that the provision of 
adjustability, where needed, involves only routine skill in the art. The rejection of these 
claims is therefore also maintained. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 



Application/Control Number: 



Page 10 



10/763.426 
Art Unit: 3632 

the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action, . 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tan Le whose telephone number is (571) 272-6818. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. through Fri. from 9:00 Aiy^-6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Glessner can be reached on (571) 272-6843. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned Is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infomiation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91.99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1. 1 14 
A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114. including tlie fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14. and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 6/22/07 
and 7/28/07 have been entered. 

Claims 1-2, 4-32. 35-41 are currently pending. Claims 3 and 33-34 have been 
canceled. Claims 5-9, 19-20, 29-32 and 35-36 were withdrawn. 

Ciaim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1-2, 4, 10-11, 13-18 and 22-25 and 37-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over GB Patent No. 2,253,998 to Lurie et al. in view of JP 
10-1 13275 to Omura. 

As to claims 1, 22, 37 and 40, Lurie et al teaches hanger device for hanging 
handbags, purses or the like (Figs. 1-4) from a horizontal surface, comprising the 
limitations as follows: a rigid interface member defining a planar interface area (12); a 
rigid arm (14, Fig. 1) with a centrally extension disposed between proximal end and a 
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distal end (the central extension which has at least one bend in a direction different from 
the proximal end and in a direction different from proximal end), wherein the proximal 
end is coupled with the rigid interface member in a orientation substantially parallel to 
the planar interface area, and wherein the distal end extends downward from the central 
extension when the distal end is positioned vertically beneath the planar interface area. 
Note that the distal end in this case, the examiner considers as a hook segment (V- 
shaped) 23, 15 upon which a handbag, purse or the like can be supported or secured. 

The Lurie device differs from claim 1 of the present invention in that it is not 
provided with a flexible member with a first end coupled to the distal end of the rigid 
arm, and a second end coupled to a purse engagement member. 

Omura teaches the concept of such, Omura teaches the hanger device with a 
flexible member (6) having a first end coupled to the distal end of the rigid ami (3) and a 
second end coupled to a purse engagement member (8). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the rat at the time the invention was made to provide a flexible 
member with a first end coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm and a second end 
coupled to a purse engagement member as in Omura on the hook of Lurie in order to 
allow a user to hang the type of the purse where there is no full top closure of the . 
interior of the purse and to provide a configuration which to be easily opened/closed 
and/or attached/detached (Omura, abstract). 

As to claim 2, Lurie as modified also teaches the distal end of the rigid arm being 
oriented vertically beneath the geometric center of said planar interface area. 
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As to claim 4, Lurie et ai. as modified also teaches the rigid arm being swivelably 
coupled (5) with the rigid interface member. 

Continuing to claims 10-1 1 and 38, Lurie et al as modified also teaches the rigid 
arm comprising a horizontal extension (13) (Fig. 2}^ which is parallel with the planar 

« 

interface area; and the rigid arm having a vertical extension (20) that is substantially 
perpendicular to said horizontal extension. 

As to claim 13, Lurie et al as modified also teaches first end of the flexible 
member (6, Omura) being coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm by a swivel joint (7). 
Note that the examiner considers the ring 7 of Omura is a swivel joint since the ring 7 of 
Omura is capable of turning or pivoting allowing the flexible member and thus the 
handbag/purse to turn around in a horizontal plane. 

As to claim 14, Lurie et al as modified also teaches the second end of the flexible 
member being coupled to the purse engagement member by a swivel joint (Omura, 9). 
The examiner also considers the ring 9 of Omura is a swivel joint since the ring 9 of 
Omura is capable of turning or pivoting allowing the flexible member and thus the 
handbag/purse to turn around in a horizontal plane. 

As to claims 15-16, the purse engagement member (8) of Omura as modified is 
also a rigid loop, a single continuous loop (when the engagement member is closed). 

As to claims 17-18. wherein the rigid loop is a formed from a movable loop 
member (8) movably engaged to a primary loop member (the remained loop) wherein, 
when the movable loop member is in a first position, the rigid loop is a closed loop, and 
when the movable loop member is in a second position, the rigid loop is an open loop; 
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and wherein the movable loop member is movably engaged to the primary loop member 
through a pivot (hinge member, no numeral) 

As to claim 23, which recites the flexible member as being at least one inch long, 
which also appears to read on Omura. Nevertheless, it would have been an obvious 
matter of design choice for one of ordinary skill in the art to dimension the flexible 
member to be at least one inch long producing no new and unexpected results. 

As to claims 24-25, Claims 24-25 recited limitations similar to those recited in 
claims 1 5-1 7, which also read on Lurie as modified. 

As to claim 39, Lurie et al as modified also teaches at least one bend (at 22 for 
example) within the rigid arm, which comprises a large progressive curve. 

As to claim 41 , Lurie et al as modified also teaches the horizontal extension of ' 
the rigid arm is swivelably coupled to the rigid interface member (12, 18) while rigidly 
fixed along a horizontal line relative to the rigid interface member. 

Claims 12 and 27-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Lurie et al. in view of Omura.and further in view of US Pub. No.2004/0 195484 to 

Sheeran. 

Lurie et al. in. view of Omura teaches substantially as claimed except that is not 
provided with a lengthening means for altering the length of the vertical extension 
wherein the lengthening means comprises a turnbuckle. 

Sheeran teaches such concept. Sheeran teaches a vertical extension of the rigid 
arm having a lengthening means for altering or adjusting a length of the vertical 
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extension (Fig. 6c, for example) wherein the lengthening means is in the alternative 
form of a turnbuckle. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide a lengthening means as in Sheeran on the vertical 
extension of Lurie et al as modified so as to provide the vertical arm, which can be 
rotated, adjusted or extended in length in order to allow the hanger to be positioned on 
a wider variety of surfaces having varying degrees of thickness. Nevertheless, it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
. made to make the vertical extension adjustable since it has been held that the provision 
of adjustability, where, needed, involves only routine skill in the art. In re Stevens. 101 
USPQ 284 (CCPA 1954). 



Application/Control Number: 10/763,426 



Art Unit: 3632 



Pages 



Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 21 and 26 are objected to, but would be allowable if rewritten to include 
all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 7/28/07 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Regarding Applicant's argument that neither Lurie nor Omura disclose or suggest 
"a rigid arm with a proximal end coupled with the rigid interface member in an 
orientation substantially parallel to the planar interface area, and wherein the distal end 
extends' downward from the central extension when the distal end is' positioned 
vertically beneath the planar interface area." 'The rigid arm of Lorie bends at an upward 
angle, and Omura does not disclose or suggest an embodiment wherein the rigid arm 
locates beneath the planar interface area. Therefore, even if Omura and Lurie could 
somehow be combined in a manner suggested by the Examiner", this is not found 
persuasive. As stated in the rejection, Lurie alone clearly teaches substantially all the 
limitations with the distal end extends downward from the central extension. The 
examiner considers the "V-shaped portion" (see attached figure) at the end of the rigid 
arm is the distal end, which considers positioned vertically said planar interface area, 
whereas the V-shaped distal end portion function as a hook or securement member. 
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Omura teaches a flexible member coupled to the securement member. The combination 
of Lurie and Omura would have suggested the subject matter of independent claims 1, 
22 and 37. Nevertheless, assuming an argument that even if Lurie does not teach a 
securement member, but Omura teaches a securement member, the combined 
teachings of Lurie with Omura still render the claims obvious. Therefore, the rejection of 
these claims is still maintained. 

Regarding Applicants argument with respect to claims 12 and 27-28 which have 
been rejected under 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lurie in view of Omura and 
further in view of Sheeran, Applicant's argument as indicated on page 12 of the 
Remarks appears to be not directed to what the rejection has been set forth. Sheeran 
has applied for the teaching of providing a lengthening means to make the vertical 
extension adjustable. It should be noted that there is no requirement for a secondary 
reference to meet every limitation of the claim before it can be utilized. It should also be 
noted one cannot show nonobviousness by attacking references individually where the 
rejections are based on combinations of references, in the instant case, the 
combination of Lurie and Omura and Sheeran would have suggest the subject matter of 
independent claims 12, 27 and 28. Nevertheless, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to make the vertical 
extension adjustable since it has been held that the provision of adjustability, where 
needed, involves only routine skill in the art. The rejection of these claims is therefore 
also maintained. 
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Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS made NON FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the. extension of 
time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier conimunications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tan Le whose telephone number is (571) 272-6818. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. through Fri. from 9:00 AM-6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Carl Friedman can be reached on (571) 272-6842. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273*8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Sen/ice Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Tan Le 
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(54) Hanger device 

(57) A hanger device for supporting handbags, purses, umbrellas and the like from a table top or counter comprisas a 
housing 12 to be supported upon a table top or counter. An elongated support shaft IS is slidably disposed within the 
housing in parallel spaced relatton to the table top or counter. The support shaft depends downwardly from the plane of the 
housing into a support arm 1 4, the support arm being deflected into a hook 1 5. The upper edge of the hook Is disposed 
beneath the housing at a position determined by the slidable relationship between the support shaft and the housbig. 
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HMTSER DEVICE 



The present invention generally relates to sup- 
porting devices and more particularly to devices for use in 
banging handbags, umbrellas and the like from tables and counter 
tops. 

*• 

There has long been a problem experienced by 
persons who are carry handbags, umbrellas or other small parcels 
when dining, attending meetings or at other occasions where it is 
necessary to maintain possession of the item. The most apparent 
problem arises when men or women are dining in restaurants and 
are required by prudence to maintain purses or handbags in close 
proximity while dining. By necessity, the individual must 
usually place the handbag, purse or parcel on his or her lap, on 
a separate chair, on the table or on the floor. When the lack of 
space prevents convenient placement of the parcel, an individual 
is often forced to place the object on the floor thereby putting 
it in contact with dirt and subjecting it to theft. 

A number of devices are taught by the prior art 
which seek to solve the problem addressed by the present inven- 
tion. Examples of these devices are disclosed in United states 
Patent Nos. 4,194,714, 2,532,255 and 2,473,086. All of the 
devices taught by the prior art exhibit a similar problem which 
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is resolved by the present invention. The device taught in the 
•714 patent comprises a hanger for a purse having an elongated 
first arm, one end thereof to be placed on a table top, a second 
arm being hinged at an end of the first arm and being adapted to 
support the purse thereon. There is a fixed relationship between 
the arm which is supported by the table and the location which 
the purse, bag or parcel is supported. In the '255 patent, a 
substantially cylindrical housing is adapted for placement upon a 
table top or counter and includes a downwardly depending hook for 
support of the purse. Although the hook is provided with the 
ability to swing with respect to the housing, there is no eQ>ility 
to laterally displace the hook with respect to the supporting 
housing. The *086 patent comprises a structure which is substan- 
tially similar to that shown in the '255 patent. While providing 
the ability of the supporting hook to swing relative to a sup- 
porting plate, there is no ability to laterally displace the hook 
with reference to the supporting hook. 

The devices taught by the prior art all exhibit an 
inherent problem which is resolved by the present invention. 
Irrespective of whether the supporting arm or hook can be 
swiveled or pivoted with respect to the supporting plate or 
housing, the inability to laterally displace the elements with 
reference to each other limits use of the devices to table tops 
or other surfaces having access beneath same. As an example, the 
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devices taught by the prior art cannot support a handbag or purse 
from a counter top which includes an adjacent, fixed vertical 
surface. 

The present invention resolves those problems 
inherent in the designs in the devices taught by the prior art. 
A supporting housing is adapted to be placed upon the horizontal 
surface of a tsO^le top or coimter. A supporting shaft horizon- 
tally extends from the housing and is in a slidable relationship 
therewith. The supporting shaft depends downwardly into a 
supporting arm and hook which is used to hold the handbag, purse 
or the like. By altering the position of the supporting shaft 
relative to the housing, the point upon which the handbag or 
purse is supported can be laterally displaced relative to the 
supporting housing. By fully displacing the supporting arm 
relative to the housing, the present invention provides the 
ability to hang a hcmdbag, purse or the like from a counter or 
table top even where there is no spacial access beneath the 
counter or table top. 

The present invention comprises a hanger device for 
hanging a handbag, purse or the like from a counter or table top. 
A cylindrical housing is adapted for secure placement upon the 
counter or table top. A supporting shaft is slidably disposed 
within the housing and extends therefrom in the plane of the 
housing. The supporting shaft is coupled within the housing to 
provide for a plurality of fixed positions. The supporting shaft 
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is slidably disposed within a positioning channel, the shaft 
including a predetermined number of selectable positions formed 
by tapered sections of reduced diameter along the supporting 
shaft. Resilient leaf springs are disposed on opposite sides of 
the supporting shaft within the housing* The springs are adapted 
to resiliently bear upon the shaft and secure supporting shaft at 
selected positions when in contact with the tapered sections. 
The portion of the supporting shaft extending from the housing 
depends downwardly into a supporting arm and hook from which a 
handbag, purse or the like can be hung* By slidably changing the 
position of the supporting shaft relative to the housing, the 
supporting hook can be laterally displaced relative to the 
housing. 

It is therefore an object of the present invention to 
provide an improved hanger device for supporting handbags, purses 
and the like from a counter or table top« 

It is another object of the present invention to 
provide a hanger device which can be used with counters or table 
tops having no special access beneath same. 

It is still another object of the present invention to 
provide a heoiger device for purposes, handbags and the like which 
can be easily stored. 

It is still yet another object of the present invention 
to provide an improved hanger device which is simple and inexpen- 
sive to fabricate. 
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The novel features which are believed to be character- 
istic of the invention, both as to its organization and method of 
operation, together with fixrther objectives and advantages 
thereof, will be better understood from the following description 
considered in connection with the accompanying drawing in which a 
presently preferred embodiment of the invention is illustrated by 
way of example. It is to be expressly understood, however, that 
the drawing is for the purpose of illustration and description 
only, and is not intended as a definition of the limits of the 
invention. 

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the present invention 
hanger device being supported from a table top. 

FIGURE 2 is a side elevation view of the present 
invention hanger device showing the alternative lateral positions 
of the supporting arm relative to the housing. 

FIGURE 3 is a rear elevation view of the present 
invention shown in FIGURE 2. 

FIGURE 4 is a partial cross-sectional view of the 
housing and supporting shaft taken through line 4-4 of FIGURE 2 
illustrating a first position of the supporting shaft relative to 
the housing. 

FIGURE 5 is a partial cross«*sectional view of the 
present invention taken through line 5-5 of FIGURE 2 showing the 
supporting shaft in its second, extended position relative to the 
housing. 

12/23/05, EAST Version: 2.0.1.4 



- 6 ^ 



FIGURE 6 is a perspective view of the present invention 
hanger device being supported upon a surface having no spacial 
access there beneath. 

An \inderstanding of the present invention can be best 
gained by reference to FIGURE 1^ the present invention hanger 
device being generally designated by the reference numeral 10. 
As shown in FIGURE 1, hanger device 10 is supporting a handbag 
11. Hanger device 10 generally comprises a housing 12 from which 
extends a supporting shaft 13 which depends downwardly into a 
support arm 14. Support arm 14 is deflected upwardly into a hook 
15 upon which handbag 11 is hung. As shown in FIGURE 1, housing 
12 rests upon table top 15 with hook 15 supporting handbag 11 
beneath table top 15. As will be explained, the present inven- 
tion hanger device 10 provides for use thereof with tables or 
counters which do not provide for spacial access beneath the top 
surface thereof (FIGURE 6) . 

The structure of the present invention can be best 
understood by reference to FIGURE 2 and FIGURE 3. The present 
invention hanger device 10 comprises a cylindrical housing 12 
having upper and lower planar surfaces. The interior coupling 
between support shaft 13 and housing 12, as shown in FIGURE 4 and 
FIGURE 5, is enclosed by cover 16 which is capable of having 
decorative indicia disposed thereon. The lower planar surface of 
housing 12 comprises a resilient pad 17 which can be fabricated 
from rubber or a polyurethane foam. Pad 17 is used to provide 
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traction and thereby maintain placement of housing 12 on table 
top 15. In addition, resilient pad 17 provides a protective 
layer to prevent defacing table top 15. 

As shown in FIGURE 2, support shaft 13 extends out- 
wardly from sleeve 19 in parallel spaced relation to the lower 
planar surface 18 of housing 12. Support shaft 13 depends 
downwardly forming support arm 14 which is in a planar relation- 
ship with support shaft 13 (FIGURE 3). Support arm 14 is com- 
prised of segments 20, 21 and hook 15. Segment 20 of support arm 
14 is perpendicular to support shaft 13. Support arm 14 is 
deflected at 22 separating segments 20 and 21 whereby segment 21 
of support arm 14 is oriented beneath housing 12. Segment 21 of 
support arm 14 depends upwardly at 23 forming hook 15 upon which 
a handbag, purse or the like can be supported (FIGURE 1) . 

In order to meet the objectives of the present inven- 
tion, support shaft 13 is coupled through sleeve 19 to housing 12 
in a manner which provides for lateral movement thereof in the 
direction designated by reference numeral 25 (FIGURE 2) . As 
shown in FIGURE 2, the range of movement represented by reference 
numeral 25 allows hook 15 to be laterally displaced and thereby 
change the center of gravity of a supported object relative to 
housing 12. The means to slidably structure couple support shaft 
13 within housing 12 can be best understood by reference to 
FIGURE 4 and FIGURE 5. FIGURE 4 represents the orientation of 
support arm 14 as shown in solid lines in FIGURE 2. FIGURE 5 
represents the orientation of support arm 14 as shown in phantom 
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lines in FIGURE 2. As shown in FIGURES 4 and 5/ a central 
channel 30 is disposed through sleeve 19 and extends diametri- 
cally into the central core of housing 12. A perpendicular 
cross-bore 31 extends equally on either side of channel 30 and is 
adapted to receive biased leaf springs 32 and 33. Beyond cross- 
bore 31, channel 30 extends into expansion channel 34 which is 
adapted to accommodate the biasing ends of leaf springs 32 and 
33. Finally, channel 30 is extended through housing 12 into 
channel extension bore 35 to accommodate the terminus 36 of 
support shaft 13 when moved to the position indicated by refer- 
ence nxmeral 37. 

Support sha ft 13 is a cylindrical member, one end 
thereof depending downwardly to support arm 14, the opposite 
terminus 36 limiting the extended movement of support shaft 13 
when moved in the direction indicated by reference numeral 40 
(FIGURE 5) . To meet objectives of the present invention, support 
shaft 13 can be moved in a range between two alternative posi- 
tions designated by reference numeral 25 (FIGURE 2). The posi- 
tional movement of support shaft 13 is defined by a pair of 
annular depressions 41 and 42 formed along support shaft 13 about 
the axis thereof. As stated, FIGURE 4 represents the position of 
support arm 14 as shown in solid line in FIGURE 2. In this 
position, the distal ends of leaf springs 32 and 33 are biased 
placing the distal ends thereof in forced contact with annular 
depression 41. FIGURE 5 illustrates the altered position of 
support arm 14 represented in FIGURE 2 in phantom lines. In this 
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position, the biased force imposed by the distal ends of leaf 
springs 32 and 33 place them in forced contact within annular 
depression 42. As stated, an objective of the present invention 
is to provide a hanger device 10 which can be easily stored. 
Based on the cylindrical profile of support shaft 13, support arm 
14 can be rotated about the axis of support shaft 13 and relative 
to housing 12 as represented by the directional reference 43 
(FIGURE 3) . In this manner, when the present invention hanger 
device 10 is to be stored, support arm 14 can be rotated until it 
lies in the same plane as housing 12 thereby producing a substan- 
tially flat and easily storable structure. 

Use of the present invention can be understood by 
reference to FIGURES 1 and 6. As stated, FIGURE 1 illustrates 
the support of a handbag beneath a table top 15 having spacial 
access there beneath. In this position, support arm 14 is in the 
closed position (FIGURE 4), hook 15 being substantially in 
alignment with housing 12. In FIGURE 6, hanger device 10 is 
supported upon a table top or counter 45 which has no spacial 
access beneath same as a result of an integral, vertical wall 46. 
Under these conditions, support shaft 13 and support arm 14 are 
urged in the direction designated by reference numeral 40. This 
displaces hook 15 relative to housing 12 in a manner which 
permits handbag 11 to be supported on hook 15 irrespective of the 
lack of spacial access beneath table top or counter 45. 
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CLAIMS: 

1. A hanger device for hanging an object from a table 
top comprising: 

(a) a housing having a substantially planar lover 
sxirface adapted to rest upon the table top and a central bore 
disposed therethrough in parallel spaced relation to the lower 
surface thereof, the axis of said central bore bisecting the 
housing; 

(b) a support shaft having first cmd second ends 
slidably coupled within the central bore of said housing and 
being coaxial therewith and having a plurality of positional 
depressions disposed in the surface of said support shaft, one of 
said positional depressions being substantially adjacent the 
first end of said support shaft; 

(c) biasing means for engaging said positional 
depressions in the surface of said support shaft coupled within 
the central bore of said housing and in biased contact with said 
support shaft; and 

(d) a support arm depending downwardly from the 
second end of said support shaft and being deflected into a hook 
member, said support shaft, support arm and hook member being in 
a planar relationship with one another. 
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2. A hanger device as defined in Claim 1 wherein said 
housing is cylindrical, the central bore therethrough being 
aligned along the diameter of said housing. 

3. A hanger device as defined in Claim 1 wherein said 
support arms depend from said support shaft in a perpendicular 
relationship thereto. 

4. A hanger device as defined in Claim 1 wherein said 
support shaft has two positional depressions formed therein, each 
being disposed about the full circumference of said support 
shaft. 

5. A hanger device as defined in Claim 1 wherein said 
biasing means comprises two leaf springs having a distal end 
adjacent with and in forced contact with said support shaft, 

6. A hanger device as defined in Claim 1 further 
including a covering member disposed upon said housing enclosing 
said central bore and including means for receiving decorative 
indicia thereupon. 

7. A hanger device as defined in Claim 1 further 
including a rubber pad secured to the planar lower surface of 
said housing. 
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8. A hanger device for hanging an object from a table 
top comprising: 

(a) a cylindrical housing having a substantially 
planar lower surface adapted to rest upon the table top and the 
central bore diametrically disposed therethrough in parallel 
spaced relation to the lower surface of said housing; 

(b) a support shaft having first and second ends 
slidably coupled within the central bore of said housing and 
being coaxial therewith and having a plurality of spaced, posi- 
tional depressions annularly disposed along the surface of said 
support shaft, one of said annular, positional depressions being 
substantially adjacent the first end of said support shaft, said 
support shaft being rotatable through 360' of arc about its own 
axis; 

(c) biasing means for engaging said annular, 
positional depressions coupled within the central bore of said 
housing and in bias contacted with said support shaft; and 

(d) a support arm depending downwardly from the 
second end of said support shaft and being perpendicular thereto, 
said support arm being deflected into a hook member, said support 
shaft, support arm and hook member being in a planar relationship 
with one another. 

9« A hanger device as defined in Claim 8 wherein said 
support shaft has two Etnnular, positional depressions formed 
therein. 
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10. A hanger device as defined in Claim 8 wherein said 
biasing means comprises two leaf springs, each having a biased 
distal end adjacent with and in forced contact with said support 
shaft. 

11. A hanger device as defined in Claim 8 further 
including a covering member disposed upon said housing enclosing 
said central bore and including means for receiving decorative 
indicia thereupon. 

12. A hanger device substantially as hereinbefore described 
and with reference to the accompanying drawings. 
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1^ Page Summary (Abstract) 
A hanger device is ofifered to hang the handbag and the like from the surface of a table or 
the counter. Support board 1 and suspension member 3 can fold between the open and 
closed positions while a load is detachably secured within structural loop 8, vfinch is 
secured to flexible splicer 6. The load such as handbags is hung from the upper surface 
of the table or the counter with support board 1 and suspension tool 3 connected so as not 
to open more than the provided angle of the suspender device installed in the load by loop 
8 when using it It is possible to shift position easily by detaching this when one of the 
loops 8 installed in the load is improper. 

Reference Characters and corresponding Element names on First Page Drawing: 

1 . Support: backing 

2. Bearing :ball, shaft 

3. Iron bar 

4. Stopper 

5. A pivot 

6. Connection tool, joining, link, connect, a junction ,conjunction 

7. Connection link: ring, link, handle 

8. Ring loop, hoop, ring, circle, wheel 

9. Connection link 

10. arrow 

1 1 . Stopper pad-a device to prevent slipping, skidding 



(2) 

Because of number 2 this system does not open more than 90 degrees 

On the edge of nimiber 3 there is a connection tool,6, vMch is flexible and connects with 

number 8. 

001 

This invention offered is a hanger system which makes it easy to hang handbags or 
umbrellas on table tops or counters. 

002 

People who have handbags or umbrellas when going to meetings or restaurants have to 
place the items on lap or chair. This is an obstacle. There is also a problem with safety. 

003 

Other similar inventions are not portable. 
004 

This eliminates the others and is portable 



005 



Now to explain with the pictures. 

Number 1 and 3 can open but not more than 90 degrees. On the edge of number 3 there is 
a connection tool, 6, which connects with number 8. Number 8 is very easy to open and 
close. When necessary you can use with handbags or umbrella. 

006 

When you carry it, number 1 and 3 are closed and number 8 connects to handbag or 
umbrella. When in xise, nimiber 1 and 3 are open until stopper number 4 touches the 
table top or counter. You hang number 1 on tfie top of the table and if number 8 is 
unsuitable you can move it 

007 

Number 1 support bar can be round or a polygon or an oval, any style. You just need 
enough stillness fiiction. Number 6 can be fabric or metal or a lesin-treated chain. 
It is not necessary to have number 7 or number 9. You can connect number 6 and 
number 3 and number 8 directly. Number. 8 can be different shapes if they are easy to 
open and close. It can be wire. If you decorate top of number 1 support bar widi initials 
or design. 

You can identify personal items or use as an accessory. You can decorate with company 
logo as a novelty or to advertise your company. If you put a stopper pad underneath the 
support bar it will be more stable. 

008 

If as in picture number 4, the table has open space, or in picture number 5 , has a vertical 
wall, you can use without problem. If anything touches the handbag or umbrella, because 
of flexible chain number 6 holding them, the support bar will receive less shock. 



Page (3) pictures 

1. elevation 

2. plane, level 

3. side view 

4. table with space 

5. vertical counter 

6. picture when you cany with a handbag 
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336 dissension • distastefulness 
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dlsf^^l^rtiin^'^id^s"^ >i (165i)o an e^xtend^^^^ written 

treatment of a subject; jp^ct/- : one submitted for a doctorate — dls- 
ser.ta.tion<al V'tash-n»l, -'ta-shd-n'IX aii; f' ; ' ' ^w: .,'r ''r.v 
dis.serve \(,)di(s)^*sarv\ v/.(ca. 1629) : to serve badly or false y,i HARM 
disservice \(.)di(s)-'sar-vw\ n (1599) : ill service : HARM; ^ifro.: an un- 

dis.sev.er \di-'se-v3r\ v6 [ME' fr. OF-^/w^ci-rerrfriiLL aiw^^arortf, fr. L 
+ ^epamre to separate] W(13c) : SEVER, SEPARATCr^^f. vf Moqojw 
apart : disunite ^ dls^sev-er-aiice \-'se-v(ar)r3n(t)s\ n t- dis.sev.er- 
ment V'sc-var-mantX n ' y^' ' '- ''' '^^/^^Ij:' 

dls.si.dcnce \'di-s:>-d3n(t)s\ n (ca. 1656) ='PlssE>rrrDiSAGREEf^^ 
dis.si.dent X-dantX [L dissident-, dissidens, P^i,,^f-^J^9^f-}^Jl^ 
apart disagree, fr. je</tfrtf to sit — more at SIT] (1837) : disagree- 
ing esp. with an established religious or political system; organization, 

sim.irlar.i.ty \(,)di(sKsi-m;>;'lar-3-tc\ n — , ais.^^^ 
ma-lar-le -'sim-larA flch' ^ — disislm.l.lars VlarzX n j?/ , . ;, ; ■ . ■> 
dS^im.iVJA(.)d^^^^^^ W -lat.ed; "f^^^;^^^}! ^^ij 
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^y's'Sia'.l^^ w. U^^'l^74);t^i^changeor omis- 
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false appearance <smiled.to her urgency. ---Alice Glen day >-j^ 
• dissemble — dis.sim.u.la.tion \(.)di-,simTy5-.!la-shan\ « — dis-sim- 

pare, dlssupare, fr dis- + supare to throw].vr (I5c) 1 a : to break up and 
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ally vanish <one's sympathy is eventual y dissipated —Andrew Fein- 
befg> c : to lose (as heat or electricity) irrecoverably^ 2 • to spend or 
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patinf: the stite of being dissipated: a : DISPERSION. DlfFU^^^^^^ b 
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~j to'a Victorian parl6r> -rr disrsolv.able V'zal-va-bal. -'zolA am 
dis.'soi.vent A-'zfil-vant. -.'z61-\ >? or adj -rr^S'SoW-er. n , , , |.| 
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television shot upon another on a screen , ' • v .» .. - «j 
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consistency between the beliefs one holds or between-one s aciic^ 
one's beliefs' — compare COGNrriVE dissonance ; h : an insu 
such inconsistency ' or disagreemcril't-2' : a mingling of discs, 
sounds; esp. : a clashing or unresolved musical interval or choro ,^ 
dis-sornant \-nant\ o4r [MFior L; MF; fr. L dissonant^, dissona^^ 
of dissonare to. be discordant, fr. . dis-, + sonare to sounds-— rass^ 
sound] (15c) -l.: marked.by dissonance-: discordant v2 : as 
GRUOUS-: 3 : harmonically unresolved .i:^ dls.sornant.ly adv 
dis'suade \di-'swad\ v/ disisnad;^;'dis.suad.ing ;[MF or ,L; ?^ 
suader, it. h dissuddere;4T:diS':± suadere to urge;-^ more at 
(15c) -1 a • to advise (a person) against something b orcncic : tc>^ 
against (an*action)f 2 : to tum'from something by persuasion -m 
suad.er/i •-,= ^ .,..r., , ^ u,^-,. , .r u.f:^^V/-'':y^^-'m T^C- ^ 
dis.sua.sion Xdir'su aiihanX n (MF or li; MF,.fr. L dissuasion-, rfic 
fr dissuadere] ( 1 5c) : the action of dissuading :. • > . . - 
dis.sua.sive \di-*swa-siv.,:ziv\ a4r-(1609) : tending to dissuade 
sua.sive.ly adv — dis^sna-sive^ness n ' " • ' v. ; ^ 
dis.syl.la.ble Vdi-.si-l>b3l. (,)di(s>'si-; •dl-.si-. (i)di-^si-Vvar of d; 

BLE ' " ' - . ! ..^-^ 



distaf. fr. OE distaef/fv. rfu-'Kakin to MLG dise ■ 
bunch of flax) + staff] (bef. 12c) 1 a : a staff ' 
for holding the nax,'tow, 'or>'ool in spinriihg.' b: - - ; 
♦ woman's work or domain* 2 : the female branch' ' 
or side of a family '/vti y^i psi.u a ^ ^v^^^ 
Mistaff at^ (ca. 1633) : MATERNAL Xthe^^' side of 
the family)"— compare speaR; aZst) : female ] \ 
executives) ' ■ . - ** > ' - • ' ' ' , -j^ ' : 

dis.tain \dis-'tan\ v/ [ME disteynen.^ fr, MF destein- 
dre to take away the colbr of, fr.' OF, fr. rfe^- dis- 
teindre to dye, fr; L rfn^^e to wet; dye — more at 
TINGE] (14c) 1 archaic ^ STAIN 2 'orr/iflic : DIS- 
HONOR ' •• ' *' - ■ • 
dis.tal Vdis-t'l\ adJ [distant + -al] (1808) 1 : situat- - 
ed away from the point of attachment or origin or = 
a central point esp. of the body — compare prox- 
imal 2 : of, relating to; or being the surface of a 
tooth that is next to the tooth behind it or that is^ 
farthest from the: middle of the front of the jaw — compare M£3 
— dis.tal.ly Vt'l-c\ a</v ' > ■ " ■ 
distal convoluted tubule n (ca. 1901) : the convoluted portio&^ 
vertebrate nephron that'lies between the loop of Henlc and 
secretory part of the nephron and that is concerned esp. with 
centration of urine '\' ' .^V 
»dis.tance Vdis-t3h(t)s\ « (14c) 1 obs : discord -2 a :.sepa. 
time b : the degree or amount of separation between two pom'^f 
surfaces, or objects c (I) : an extent of area or an advance ^ 
route measured linearly (2) : an extent of sp^e measured oibi^ 
linearly <wiihin walking d : an extent of advance from z 
ning e ^expanse f (1) : length of a race'or contest <won at ^ 
(2) : the full length (as of a prizefight or ball game). (3) : a loTgg 
training) 3 : the quality or state of being distant: as - a : s^k^ 
moteness b : personal and esp. emotional separation; also : RE 
coldness c : difference; DISPARITY 4 : a distant point or 3 
5 a : AESTHETIC DISTANCE . b : capacity to observe dispassion^ 
go the distance also last the distance : to complete a course o: a 
'distance vt dis.tanced; dis.tanc.ing (1578) 1 : to place or ke- 
distance 2 : to leave far behind : outstrip 
distance learning n (1972) : learning that takes place via electro^ 
dia linking instructors and students who are not together in 
room ' ' . " 
diS'tant Vdis-tant\ ac(i [ME. fr. MF, f r. L distant-, distans. prp. oi 
to stand apart, be distant, fr. dis- + stare to stand — more ai 
(14c) I a : separated in space : AWAY b : situated at a great caa^ 
• far-off c : separated by a great distance from each other : tsnt 
d : far behind <finished a ^ third) 2 : separated in a relation-^n 
er than spatial <a ^ cousin) <the ~ past) 3 : different in kina 
served or aloof in personal relationship : cold 5 a : going a ki 
tance <'-w voyages) b ; concerned with remote things <~ tho 
— dis'tant.ly adv — dis.tant.ness n 

>dis.taste \(,)dis-'tast\ vf (1592) 1 archaic : to feel aversion to ^ s 
If : OFFEND, DISPLEASE VI, obs t to havc an offensive taste 

'distaste n (1598) 1 a arctic : dislike of food or drink b : ams 
DISINCLINATION <a ~ for Opera) 2 obs : annoyance discojk 

dis.taste.ful \(,)dis-'tast-f3l\ a^f (1607) I : objectionable bees 
fcnsive to one s personal taste : DISAGREEABLE 2 : unpte^aj^^ 
taste : LOATHSOME — dls-taste-ful-ly Vfa-lcX adv — dis-ta 



c \'dish-t?l-;fiok, •dis-V/i fPaG dUchdelfink, 
f thistle +,ffrtA: rinch] (1939) : a traditional Pe 
j- nK)tif in the form of a stylized bird<<i 
p»^r \dis-ftem-p3r\.vri[ME 'd£tfem/?«/i..fr! L 
rrSsadly, fr: L dis-i-^Jtemperare to temper] (14c) 
" 2 archaic :. DERANGE; UNSETTLE , 

T n (ca! 1555) ^;l : bad humor or,temper Z 
a! bodily state^csp. of quadruped mammals: : 
¥9»azagious discase esp." of dogs that is caused b> 
^Morbillivirus) and; is marked by fever. Icukope 
sasnintestinal, and^ neurological symptonis b 

wtifllSXKOPENIA 3i: AILMENT, DISORDER <pplitic 

'•^r— dis.tem.per.ate \-p(»-)r3t\ a^r . . j 
loiter n [obs. distemper, v., to dilute, mix to proc 
li/^is.MF dateiiy)rer, '{ri'L dis- '+ ternperare] (1632 
Isstec cn which the pigments are mixed with an em 
ItCGSv or with white of egg as a vehtcle and which 
and murals' 2 a : jthe paint or the prepar 
liiipcr process .'^b : a painting done in distemp 
tt((«it«5:r -based paints . .><; . / 

vt (ca: ^1873)': to paint. in or with distempe 
r.a.turc \di-'stem-p(>r)r»-,chur, '-p»(r)-, -c) 
V^it^^ j)r\ n (1531) : a' disordered condition' 
t ici-'stehd\ v/> [ME; fr. V distendere, fr. dis- + 
^ at THIN] vt (15c) . 1.: EXTEND ; 2 : to enla 
r : s>\'ELL vi : to become expanded syn st 
" ble \-'sten(t)-s3-b3l\ a^tf [distens- (fr. L disto 
w:]>*<~<aie] (ca.-1828) : capable of being distended - 
^Mitfcs ? hs^'bi-I »-te\ ii j- - ; ■ • - . 
f«tt«»*o or dis.ten.tibn \di-'sten(t)-sh3n\ n [L dis 
'mi&!ti^re] (15c) : the act of distending or the stat< 
Nw^induly or abnormally' ' : - . ■ ■ 
'liiW&,;Tdi^.(,)tik\ /J [L distichon; fr. Gk,,fr."neut. o 
*tit((fi«nk. fr. di- fWchos row: wcrsc; akin to Gk sieicl 
«r;|t}553) : a'strbphicVriit of two lines * " 
ss \'dis-ti-k3sV ddJ lLL^distichus; fr. Gk dii 
? in two vertical rows i^'^ leaves)' ' • ' . 
dis.til \di-.'stil\ dis.tilled; dis.tiU.iiig 
'm^^. f r. LL distillare, . alttr: of L destillare, fi 
mim^la drop] V/ (14c) ' 1 : to let fall, exude, or pi 
^jf?i^i.'i"^ ni ist 2 a : to subject to or transform by i 
!a.;iiyor as if by distillation "c : to extract'the esse 
mv-.- n 1 a : to fall or materialize in drops or in j 
ar slowly or in small quantities at a time 2i 

b : to perfo'rm' distillation 
B \'d is-t»;,lat. -Ut; 'di-'sti-bt\ n (ca. ' 1 859). 1 

, "k: t rem vapor during distillation 2 : sometl 

||i>|jtiitoiu:::K»i as if by^disHllihg'/. ' ■ 
"■"^Ito-eaoo \,dis-ta^-Ma^shdnV« (1 ', 1 a : the proc 
fi' successive eVappratibh and coridensation 
liiHraknc also : ait instance of distilling '2 : soiheth 
mtZ'l .. ■:■ ;: • 

<ii-'sti-l3r\ n'(1577) i one that distills esp. al 
srj' \di.'sti-lb^rc;-*stil-reV>i, >/ .er.ies (1759) : 
S'^ii of alcoholic liquors) is done , 
t;:tfi 'stio(k)t\ [ME, fr. MF; Jr.. t distinct 
i .1 L 4c ) 1 : distinguishable to the elye or mind 
2 cultural jgrbup)'' 2 : presenting a clear 
iji! neat ^^handwriting) 3 archaic : hotab. 
ifiTtiUiiiKcs <a -w contribution to. scholarship) b : r« 
£^rehended <a '^/possibility) — dis.tinc 
fttii^^liS <2J^' — dis.tiiictHBess>fstiQ(k) t-nss, r'stiok 
»?*<i:i!ii!Br3:sscT. SEPARATE, -DisiCRETB meaii^not bein 
kmiKiSizac. DISTINCT jridicates: that something is 
or eye as being apart' or (different from of 
., SEPARATE.bften stresses lack of connectic 
^iibaSisiKfcj between two things (jseparate rooms). D 
■fli^^iicErrs individuality arid lack of connection <br 
^iitiferrrr stages), syn see in addition EVIDENT 
nim-*aHi \di-'stii)(k)-shan\ n (13c) 1 B.archaL 
2 : the distinguishing of a difference <with 
jKiti}3 -xirrion); also : the difference distinguished 
y^y.M: tifery 3 : something that distinguishes < 
titiiiicasTj or state of being distinguishable 5 a : tl 
<in«i5 ,:S;«inguished or .worthy <a politician of som 
g^r ^^"^ "'^ '^^nition <tbok a law degree vvith '^) <w 
aia^sjwaraBiplishmcnt that sets one apart <the ~ of b 

")(ttj,«5E5s« \dl-'stio(k)-tiy\ adj dSc) 1 a.: serving 
R3)2%"Tir sit ing style or distinction 2 : capable of r 
i?!ii:an*c.t different in meaning as well as in sound f 
3tisa:i rczrrance syn see CHARACTERISTIC — di 

KT'dve^nessn 
^ J >jJes-,tao-'ga, {»)dis-; di-'stai3-,\ ac^ [F, fr. 
P?'. ^ ^singuished esp. in manner or bearing 
jqasKsJi \di-'stio-(g)wish\ vb [MF distinguer, fr. 1 
BcnEif by pricking, (r. dis- + -stinguere {akin to L 
N-^OTcr^ ai STICK] vt (1561) 1 : to perceive a diffe: 
i?«au!:a£& alike they could not be 2 a : to 

fi^lt^rszz b : to separate into kinds, classes, or c 
|{f*vSsiifM==;::incc or distinction to i'-^^ed themselv. 
m\A:,i£m.RiZE 3 a : discern <~ei/ a light in the 
tN;« : 'jikc special notice of W : to perceive a i 

Hl'i.ty \-,stii)-(g)wi-sh3-'bi-l»-te\ n — d 

-h;»-b3l\ acO' — dis.tin.guish.ably \-bIe\ . 
led acU (1714) 1 : marked by eminence, ( 
I : befitting an eminent person syn see fa: 
' ed Conduct Medal n (1862) : a British m 
r distinguished conduct in the field 
rd Flying Cross n (1918) 1 : a British m 
zi: dcts of gallantry when flying in operatioi 
• %.'S. military decoration awarded for hero 
i<yTdiMr-rment while participating in an aerial fligl 
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characterized by degeneration and inflammation; of skeletal and cardi- 
ac muscle and lesiohs.of the central nervous system ^ i ; t i. j 

en*cepb*a.|on Xin-'serfa-.lan, -laiiVi, pi AsLK-U\ V<L\ fx^G\i^e^^ 
(1741) : the vertebrate brain tiv-ASu^ ^f^f > ;,' *.; ;. >';)^- ';. I^^'^'^C 

eii*cepb>a>Iop*a-thy ;\in-,sc-fa-'la-p»-the\ n - ( 1 866) j a^ disease * of-4he 
brain; csp : one irivolvirig alterations, of brain structure H-'en»ceph*a- 
Io.path*ic.\-l»-'pa-thik\'a4?V> hf^/--- < r ^^^^^.i^ i, ij^/iihr^^^^^^ ;i. . 

en*cbaiii \in-'ch5n\ vt [ME encheyneTi; fr. MF enchainer,^ fr/OF; fr ctt-^+ 



+ cantare to sing — more at chant] (14c) .1 : to' influence by or as if 
by charms and incantation: MwrrcH-f 2:: to attract.and move ^deeply 
: rouse to ecstatic admiriati6n <the scene '>^</ her to the point of tears 
-^Elinor Wylie>r'syn;see-ATTRACTV^- ifc^ i^r.^^k/^-X '- 1> 

en*chant*er n (1 3c), : one that enchants; esp v sorcerer!>' :{\ . yrj^.u i 

en-chant.iiig <zfiJ?'.(1606X*: charming t-^ en.chaiit.iiig.|y V*chan-tii3-le\ 
adv. , ■ , ^.&v>,t<','viA:--^.^;4'^iv^^4 -i^i ^'^ ■..^^■a^-^ '^ril ■^rr^^fHs.:-^' 

eii*cliant«meiit \in-'chant-m»nt, en-\ n'X13c)> 1 a^: the act or art offcn- 
chantihg h : fthe^ quality or state of being enchanted/. 2 rsomelhing 
that enchants - Lv . ^ / ■ - . .. s^-; l-i'^^;--;* 

en-cbant-ress \in-*chan-tr3s, eh-\ n (14c) 1 : . a womaniwho practices 
mafiic : SORCERESS-. 2 : a fascinating woman ^^a-. i^fi/- : 

enrchase \iii-.'chas\ (ME, to emboss, fr; MF.enc/uiwarto enshrine, set, 
fr. en- +: cAasse^.reliquary, fr- L capsa case — more;at [case]' (15c) ,fl 
; ORNAMENT: as ,a : to cut or, carve in relief;-b :TNtAY a;2.:.SET 17b 

Cii?chi4aida \,en-ch»-'la-d3\ n [AmcrSp. fr. fern, of enchilado, pp: of en- 
chilar to season with chili, fr. Sp en- 'en- + r/iz7exhili];(1887) lii a 
rolled filled ■ tortilla covered with chili sauce and , usu. baked ^5.' 2 

: SCHMEAR, BALL OF WAX <the.whole^> , • V - j ^ V' 

en*cbi«rid*i*on \,en-,ki-'rirde-3n, [riki-^ n. pl ./^d.ia A-de-aV [LlJ, fr. Gk 
encheiridion, ft. en in + cheir hand — more at IN,<CHIR-1( 15c) : Hand- 
book, manual • ■ . . ,Ai^3.-fU.^.f ^..;::r^J^3-^^:/^^;. 

-en*chy-ma \'ei3-ka-m3\= n ,comi> /omiil/>/ -en.chyrma.ta Ven-'ki-marta, 
-'kI-m0-\ or -enchymas [NLi fr. />arencAynifl]::. cellular: tissue <collen- 
chyma> ... . > ■: g-- ^, V■^^>'i^/.4>/■»^ r'-*;'- xk,> 

en>ci*pber Xin-'sx-far, en-\ vt (1577) : to convert (a message) into cipher 
— en>ci.pber*er \-far-dr\ n — en*cl*pher*ment A-fsr-msntX n , , ;;.^^v, 

en*cir<cle Vin-'sar-kal, cn-\ vt [ME en^erc/en] (15c)n.l7: .to forna a circle 
around : SURROUND 2 : to pass completely around.— en.cir-cle- 
ment VmsntX n r,;,-^ v.,,..,.=^f^, ri-^j 

en clair \a"-*kler\ adv or adf [F, in clear] (ca. 1897) in plain language ,<a 
message sent en c/ajr> .. C, ,.. . ... o- ,^,. v 

en*clasp \in-'klasp, en-\ vt (1596) : to seize and hold : embrace v^^^^^^^^ 

en>clave \'en-, klay; r 'an-,klay, i -f ?ao - V;n> (F; fr. MF, f r. Venclaver, to, en- 
close, fr. (assumed)>VL inclavare to Ibck;Up,:fr. L in-,.+ c/avir key — 
more at clavicle] (1868) : a distinct territorial, cultural, or social unit 
enclosed within or as if within foreign;territory,<ethnic r»-'f>} v> -sm V 

en.clit.ic \en-'kli-tik\ n; [LL encHticus.,{T. Gk enklitikos; fv. enklinesthai 
to lean on, fr. en-, + klinein to Jean —r more at lean] (ca. ; 1663) : a^clitic 
.that is associated with ;^a preceding word 7^^^ adf . ic- , \ - 

eH'Close ^in^'kloz , en-:\ ■ v/ [ME, prob. f r. enclbs, enclosed f r.i^ IVfFi' pp . of 
enchre to enclose, fr. (assumed) yL inc7a«^/CTe^ jUter. b — 
more at include] (14c) . l:a (1)J : .to dose in suRROUND,<'!^.a porch 
with glass> (2) : to fence off : (common , land) for andivid ual use • b : to 
hold , in : _C0NFiNE>//2 :. to include, along in a parcel 

or envelope <a check is enc/o^e^/ herewith^ . ' • . . . ' p-j,/. : -i 

eii-cio>siire \in-'kl6-zh3r„en-\ nX15c)^Vl tithe act or action of .enclosing 
: the quality, or.state of being enclosed .,2 : something that encloses ^ 
: something enclosed <a letter with two iTwi),^ ^^ ^ . ^ - '.^f 

en-code \in-'k6d, eh-V y/ (ca, 1919). 1: to cbnyerf (as a body bf.informa^ 
tion) from brie system of communicatibri into ariother; eyp : '.to convert 
(a message) into code 2 : tb specify tHe'gerietic code for, 7--, en*G4^ 

en*co*mi>ast \en-:'k6-mcr,ast,. , -nae-astV "n>,\'.{Gk5ren^w^^^ fr. 
enkomiazein to praise, fr. en/a?m/on] (1610) : oritTthat praises r.EULO^ 
GIST — en*co*mi*as«tic V.ko-me-'as-tikV ddj, .i^ V .^f^^ 

en'CO-mi*iiin Xen-'ko-me-aimV n, pi -mi-dms or ,-mia \-me-3\ [L. 'fr. Gk 
enkdmion, fr. en in + /a5/M0j revel,, celebration] (1589) : glowing 
warmly enthusiastic praise; aZroj, ah expression of this ,,,, ;^. ,-v^- ' rV.;* 
syn E NCOMi UM , EULOGY, P>^EGYRic,-- TWBiJTE, . cftaiionI meah a 
formal expression of prmsc. '"ENCOMitJMVjniplies^^ 
warmth in praising a person or a thing! EULOoV appliiss to a prepared 
speech or writing extolling the virtues arid services of a person, pane- 
gyric suggests an elaborate often poetic compliment; -TRlBUTC to^ 
plies deeply felt praise conveyed either through words or thrqiigh a 
significant act. citation applies tb the- formal praise accompanying 
the mention of a person in a military dispatch or in awarding ah hon- 
orary degree. - / '.' ... 
en.com*pass Vin-'ksm-pss, en- also -'kariiA i?/ [ME] (14c) M a : to form 
a circle about : enclose b obs : to go completely around 2 a : en- 
velop b : INCLUDE <a plan that ~ej a number.of airiisX .3 : BRING 
about, accomplish a task> — en>com*pai5s«meDt \-p2)-srii9rit\ n 
*en.core Van-,k6r, -,k6r\n [F, still, again] (1712) : a demand for repeti- 
tion Or reappearance made by an audience; also : a reappearance'or ad- 
ditional performance in response to such a demand ' . 
'encore vt en*cored; en>cor>ing (1748) : to request an encore of or by 
*en*coim<ter Vin-'kaun-tar, en-\ vb en*coan*tered; .en*coun«ter*ing 
\-'kaun-t(3-)rir)\ [ME encountren, fr. MF encontrer, (r..ML incdnirdr:e, 
fr. LL incontra toward, fr. L w- + contra against — more at COUNTER] 
vt (14c) 1 a : to meet as an adversary or enemy b : to engajge in con- 
flict with 2 : to come upon face-to-face 3 : to come upon esp. unex- 
pectedly ^ vi : tb meet esp. by chance " 
encounter n (14c) 1 a : a meeting esp. between hostile factions or per- 
sons b : a sudden often violent clash : combat 2 a : a chance meet- 
ing b : a direct often momentary meeting 3 : a coming into the vicin- 
ity of a celestial body <the Martian of a spacecraft) 
encounter group n (1967) : a usu. unstructured group that seeks to de- 
velop the capacity of the individual to express feelings and to form 
emotional ties by unrestrained confrontation of individuals 
en*conr*age \in-'kar-ij, -'ka-rij, en-\ vt -aged; -ag>ing [ME encoragen. 
fr. MF encoragier, fr. OF, fr. en- + corage courage] (15c) 1 : to inspire 
with courage, spirit, or hope : HEARTEN 2 ; to spur on : stimulate 
3 : to give help or patronage to ; FOSTER — en*coar*ag>er n 



J syn encourage; INSPIRIT,-HEARTEN,'BMBOLDEN^mean lo 
encourage" br, strength. of purpose, encourage- suggests the zm' 
-.. one's confidence espi I by an^ external fagency^<the' teacher's ; 

'f couraged the students to greater efforts).- lNSPlRrr,"somewhz ^ 

.i implies instllhng life. energy. courage,' or„vigor intb'somethoff.^tj? 
ff:^.6ti5 r/ig7mte</ .thei people, to treast).*: HEAR the r 

r^dispiritedness or despori'dency;by an infusion of fresh coun 
v^^^rT^a' hospital patieht?/iearte^ EMBOLDEN L 

7.,giying .of courage sufficicnt^to, oveircome ' timidity = or relucu 

bqldened by her first success ,^ she ■ tried ari^ even mbre'dif ficuS:,^ 
enfCOur.age>ment;Vij-m3nt, -rij-X n (1568) . 1 : the act of eo 
' i :f the state'bf biting encouraged \z2 i something that encou raci» iS 
en^our.a€.lng ^Ti-iiq,'-ri.iioVfl*^^^ pro ^ 

sprnmNO -r. en-cour»^»lngi|yA-jij[)-15\ o^h' -si^nri^.^^-- 



1^1534) J' :ito enteriby '^^ual steps or by stealth into the p-,^, 
nghts oranotheri ,2 :.to advance beyorid the usual or proper E. 
gradually ■^mg^ sea>>;x syn \ see ^trespass ^ -^7ren*croacb>er 
• i croacb^ment ATTcroch-nisntX n yjix ^ilJ-X'?^ 'u^r tpi 
en^nistiMnr'krast. ioA vft [prob. fr.^L zncTuirtare.^fr: m 
(1641) :: to cover, line, or overlay with or as if with a crust 

; form- a crust ^-^ ..-w-.i^^ij, ■.^U;&:>,;ds^u.'fcti^.^;: 

®!?*<?™s*ta«tlon \(,)inTikr3Sr*ta-sh3h,^,en-\ var o/incrustatio> 
encrypt \inT*kript, en-\ v/ [en- + crypt- (as in cryptogram)] |!2*ifi^ 
. r: ,encipher/;2 : ENCODE ! en*cryp>tion'ykriprsh3n\ n 
enHinmi*ter.vn-'k3m-b3r\vr^am*bere^ 
.j ericombrenMti }*/^ OF,^fr..eni.r+>(assuined) 
. dairi; wei r] ( lAcy^t : vWEIgh DOWN; burde nv ^ 2 : • to impede cu^k 
the f unctipri b'r/activity of ^ : -hinder ;:>3 • : to burden with a fcsaii^ 
.(as a mbrtgage).X'?y;an estate) Ni'-.ao oj : j . * 

en.cumrbiance \iri-»kiMn-br3n(t)sV 1:: something ihs* -^ 

rbere::^lMPEDiMENTfi;2 : a claim (as a mortgage) against propr^^i^ 
en»cum.braiic^r,Arbr3ri(t)TS3r\ n (1858) : one . that holds aau^ 
•brance-;; 4-^^ :^ ^v^^' - ^ 
-enK:y \3n(t>rse,;»n(t)-\ n siiffvc^lME-^cie. fr!-^ — r 
-ENCE] : quality or state <despohdency> . ^, . 
»enrcyc.UHcal \in-'si-kli-k3l; en-\ ai^f; (LL encyc/iciis, fr. Gk enk; 
cular,. general, -fr. en: in:+ kyklos circle: r-^mbrc at EN,^; WHEH^j^ 
: addressed to all the individuals of a groiip : general 
^.encyclical n (1837) : i— — 

bishops of ■ * 

en*cy*cIo«p . ^ 

cyc/opfledia course of general education, fr.*Gk enj?Jiy/ai ^ , 

ucationv child rearing, fr. paW-. pau child more at few) 
work that contains-ihfprmation ori alllbrariches of knowledEr^dttSse 
comprehensively a particular, branch orknowlcdge usu. in"Hjiiiif«L 
ranged alphabetically often by subject -r t^ .''.' 'v^ A 
en>cy*clo*pe*dic en-cy^clo^pae^ic \-r»pe-dik\ iK$r (1824} z-alill 
ing to.ior suggestive of ah encyclopcdia?or its ihethods of -orsiM 
covering a subject : COMPREHENSIVE <an ^^mind) '<an ^ caiii 
of armor> — enK:y.clb.peMU^al4y:\-di-k(3-)leVarfv.:,^ S;. 
en*cy-clo?pe.dism \-!pe-,di-23m\ n (1833) : the quality : or siair-aiiit 
encyclopedic ,• ^ 
en>cy>clo*pe*dist .V'pe^istX n (1651) ..l' : 'one' who!coriipiles or to^ 
an encyclopedia 1 2 ojt^m caj? i bhe: of :thc\vmtere bf'a Frcnc2i i^^ 
pedia(1751-^80) who were identified with the Enlightenmeni aamlS^ 
cated deism arid scientific rationalism?; >«V ..".jr^v? 
en-cyst \in--'sist, eh-\ vr (1845) : to enclose in a cystyw^vi : to f 
come enclosed in a cyst>^en.cyst*ment \-'sis(t)-misht\ n 
^end Vend\ n [ME enrfe;tfr. GE; akin to OHG en/i end; h ante Z!>^ 
and against] (bef.'.12c) -r-l a : the partlof an area that lies at ukISw 
ary b (1) : a point that marks'the extent of something (2) : <: 
where something ceases to exist <w6rld without >^> ^,c : ths-vB„^ 
or last part lengthwise;; TlP'<?d : the terminal unit of soniethiq^fl 
that is marked off by.units ^ e : a player stationed at the exircsmfe 
line (as in football) ^ 2 a : cessation of a course of action, pursaaiirs^ 
tivity b : death, destruction . .c (1) : ,the ultimate state 
SULT, ISSUE .;-'3 : something ;incomplete,-»fragmcritary, or tKs 
i'REMNant .'4 a ::an outcome worked tbward r'PURPOSB <tbr ^ 
etry is to be p6etryi~R.'P. Warren) / b : the 6bjcct.by..virtur-jf^ 
the sake of which ah event takes place . 5 a : a sharc in an uaj ' 

<kept.your ^ up> - b : a particular operation or aspect of an a 

ing or orgianization <the sales of the business). . 6 : sometisMifgg 
extreme: ITLTIMATE .— ;used with ?Ae, .7 : a period of action &m' 
any of various sports events (as archery or lawn bowling Tj^imm 
TENTiON T— end-ed Ven-d3d\ a4? -=^in tbe end after •jss&ii 
MATELY — no end : exceedingly on end : without a sto ' 
<it rained for days on end) . . ^ 

*end vt (bef. 12c) 1 a : to bring to an end b ; destroy 2 : is*.^ 

the end of vz la: to come to an end b : to. reach a spe^fgatsiay 
mate rank.or situation — usu. used with up ir^d up as a K-ftara^ 
: DIE syn see close ■ >, i . ; . -; • 

*end a^ (13c) : final; ultimate <^ results) <~ markets) ^ 
uct) ... , . . uuj.,:, 

*end V/ [prob. alter, of E dial, in (to harvest)] (I6(y7ydial EnrriM 
(grain or hay) into a bam or stack • ^ ; . " 

end- or endo- comb form [F, fr. Gk, fr. endon within; akin ti>C3fe^ffi 
OL indu, Hitt andan within — more at IN]...:1 : within : insidi < 
eleton) compare ect-, exo- 2 : taking in <e?id'othermic) 

en-dam*age \in-*da-mij\.v/ [ME] C14c) : to cause loss or dsLmzsxs-M^, 

end*amoe>ba \,en-d9-'m£-b9\ n [NL. genus name] (ca. 1879 i ■ " " 
genus iEndamoeba) comprising amoebas parasitic in the i 
insects — compare entamoeba . . 

en*dan*ger Ain-'dan-jarK vi? -dan*gered; -dan-ger*ing Vdani-css;^^ 
j3-\ V/ (1509) : to bring into danger or peril ~ vi : to create a' cssmm 
situation <driving to '^) — en<dan«ger*ment \-yfin-jar-mss!K.i&'i^ 

en>dan«gered adz (1964) : being or relating to an endangercdl^^ ' 
<an ~ bird) <put on the ^ list) /^m 

endangered species n (1964) : a species threatened with tsr' 
broadly : anyone or anything whose continued existence is 

en>darch Ven-,d&rk\ oi^ (ca. 1900) : formed or taking place t' 
cells outward (r^ xylem) wvvs 



otLe*3926) : aifobtball play in whic 
^iltfecfeir of scriniihaige to take a hand 
az the oppbsite. flank ' . . . , 
ny \,en-,dfir-t3-'rek-t»-me\ r. 
-a artery (fr. end- + arteria ar 
s|'^cx35«ra] of the inner layer of an ai 
r,c5 occluded (as by, intimal plaq 
aS.:h,branVn (1927)r:.TELENCEP] 
sflCisE. 1891) : end PLATE ' * ^ . 
VT (1580) ;i b5i': to make hig 
j^Vl^str^^ cause to bc'cbme beloved or at 
^iM&h • c 'H'Ai : • . St- Ai '. ' 

s-*dir-m3rit\ n (1610) * i ra wj 
i^vaESrction 2 : the act or process ol 
I "^iiETrVe-varV vZ?\.'en«^eay»bri[^; ';e 
^ CO exert oneself," fr.^ en- + iievCT' 
^^Mam^:^^ : to strive to achieve or rca 
m'M: obligation) ^by exertibri' of 
'^^^^yf^.r.^iSS' ^ ork with set purpose^- - jyn st 
»S?!.^iIi5:) 1 : seribus'determihed efl 

pilSljianii;^ t ElNTERPRISE'Xfields'of '^)' 
riihww;;-',£fci???>' Brit vor>jf ENDEAVORf 
Bwii?r^^Jrsi^»itf- mik, iri-\ dd/ lF ^dimigue. 
'^^StS^uieesiMmia action of dwelling,'-fr/'e7 
W*0s3!0ic., populace r^:-more - at dbmA* 
i^^tcBirjiiffiijJi ;o a particular people. or 'C( 
-..^1:^ ^ particular ficld^area,' or ci 
Hj^..., , (.'^^ self-iri'dulgence'/.'Triin 
il^si^BtK'ijjasiTifiaj- to a IbcaJity or rcgibri 

— en*dem>i>cu*iy»V'de-ihi^k 
' fer^ita-^te, -ddT'iriiA^n'.-^ en-de»mi 
ilupnS^ : an eridemic^brganism . , 
^ V^=-,d3r-'ga-riikV'a4/" (end- .+ G 
ijiiilllli'Saai'lij T 5NDOTHERMIC ■ <ari biocl 
i»;^yi«-Mek-,senj -,sln\^n^^(^ ah 

'' ' ''¥i^^s:m^'rii^ir{\ n (i8iB4j':;thie st^e of 
._tn<'«!n!i;i^fix-r;>; also : the final stages of s 
^^^^"itss^^i- r. (bef. 12c)' rsbmething' that 
^.^^jjpiiL't.'S!"';- b : one or riibre'- letters or s 

Jfj^^i,^. 4n-*dev\' n ;(ME;.fr: MF, fr. 
f^t^Mi-nussiC^] (I4c)'_'_.^l :: an'-'anriual^or' 
_ i^fkik-rssTtci^r^) widely/ciiltivated as a^sal: 
W*^;^^:^,i?^tite 'ibve loping cfowri of chicbry w 
^''Wti:3:-'iK.r3Si' s^iiads by growing in darkness 
^|Ji''>biu.'i-t;e^^ n (1888)'j ENDP/^ER '."^ 
gii5^'ga(Ki2|'~2»s\ acO (bef.;'l2c)fll V being . 
^|[!f|^M" h > 2 : extreniely nuriieroi! 
^iwb«tr4™iiir5r£f<?s — Edmund Burke) ',3.: j 
|j|g;|i;;^«i2aBic^^^ adv .-^ end*]ess*n<MS n 
(^^vl;cv3lll^'Hc•; ; a line marking' ari end or b 
'fu4:.v;^]jc::je at either end pf a fbotball'l 
^iitiiifffetite line b ;'aiinc at cither en 
JjvSijtninjiii^; •5*: rpen dicu to the" sidelines 
pii^5^r:iuiih>^ adv [ME enrfe/on^' alter, c 
3iijy}i%»iia£^-r, prep. — more at along] 

!)i^MRiuip|SirijaI5$ : a man at each'^endpf the lii 
''**^*^"^?a5&»^;re:gages incbmic^repartecwit 
jKCTfijf^.^^ adf O^f. l2c) : situate 
■^^tt^^SSEotX n (1926)' : a note-placed 
" V2-d6-,bi-'a-tik, ,-bc-\ [IS 
^Itejisafe tissues.bf a host <'>^ fungi) 
liinmiilHiflf ; iv*n-d6-'kar-de-3i\ ofi^" (ca.'184 
^:|<i^iimT;t;jrE: relating to the endocardium ■ 
(Biiiliiwss: Vikar-'di-tssVn [NL] (ca. IS- 
|^i|jiitfej;!iiear: and its- valves'? -ii?,,, . 

I v,-'kar-de-3m\ n, />/ -dla \-dc-; 
UfHtilflitai : a thin serous meriibranc 

ro>Hrtt^~-^,kaip\ n [F endoca/pe] (18 
fe'itej.'tE or the pericarp of a fruit (as 
|^«i{3i>iraii:n32r3 -A-hen it consists of two or m^ 
■|{>kt{|^»iiii.i);rjicr::r:;: lexture or consistency ; 

rns^-'iiC^.kastX n (1949) : ENDOCRa 

\,en-d»-'kan-dr3l\ f (18 
si ''(Jit!. ?ccmcd by, or being ossificat 
J^ilpiw:^ from centers arising in cartil: 
l3i^#i«!!:t of lime salts in the ca 

gi^jiftii^. fekE-LyAed by secondary absorpt 
■ by true bony tissue • .... 

L cast \,en-d»-,kra-ne-3l-\ n (19 
lUij.piliMiCTijiial cavity shovting the appr 
" K-3f brain 

=;-J3-kran, -,krin, -,kren\ ^2a&" [1 
■■;:r^in to separate — more 
ij^ljiii^'-iii^ i U ) 1 : secreting interna 
jniei:ii«Mar-t-^ secretions that are distribu 
if#iiy«!ir3f nk-ay of the bloodstream <an 
Ht,; vSi^al relating to, affecting, or resen 
rumors) 
>^12 ) 1 : HORMONE . 2 : ENDO 

I -I (1 9 1 4) : a gland (as the thy 
^i^f5^|ROT::t^^^ secretion — called aJs 

~ i-*c \,en-d3-,kri-n*l-'a-jik, -,kri 
iMi^A adj (ca. 1934) : involving or 
TSsSssETTrELons or to endocrinology 

\,en-d3-kri-'na-l»-je, -,kri-\ 
rJi I he endocrine glands — en» 
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We- B^in^this^e pij)perty'.t^^ 
and its^tangeM line' 

We jtKen itiake pur observaticMis^ rnofe 'precise:irid'^U^ tfte^proBiem of \ 
finding'extreme valiie^^ 'y^-' ' .'\ '\\(,xr l-^ • \ 

IivFigui-e,3:l, theHin^ /^^ fii^c^m^^ the l 

point ^(a)). Notis- that / ha& a positive sip it | 

moves frbni left to ngh^ The graph^must exhibit this-^me risii^ 
near ^ = in tenTi$ W we see that- as^^i^^^ 

a , the values' 6f^^(x): ialsdjincre^ase? Since they slope '^'^^M^irii 1 ine^ 
at P is the (deiivatiy^;-/'^ at a = ;a5;^we bohcfude: Afii! 

/'(a) > Q. tfien f^Wj^cf^^ .:- ^ • : ."^ i 

ExaniiniiT[g t%sii^ at the pcimt G = (fe, /(fc)) /J 
we-see'thit^e tarige^ negative slolpev^j^:^//^^^^ 

as itmqyes-f^^ The grapft'(^ 

thr6ugiii^'=;i^ If f 'ib)^< 0, then^^^ | 

Th(6se conclusiori.1 cleaHy" VaUd only n point of tangencv.:| 

The similarity between the behavior of the tangent line / and the behaviai 
of the function / holds only when the line and the curve are close to eacfe^ 
other, and the tangent line is guiairanteed to i>e close to the curve'oiniy ne 
the point of tangency. The line arid the curve can drift far apart las' we mov a| 
away from the point of tangency. The-tangerit line / at point 7^ in 'Figure 
3.1 continues to rise forever, but this^behavior is not triie for the graph 
/. Indeed, we have seen that / is dejjeasirig'at Q. . f 
At the point R(c, /(c)) on the graph of /, in Figure 3.1, the tangejssi 
line /' is horizontal: It is neither riising nor fallingJ^ The graph in Figuis^ 
3,1 shows the behavior of the function hear this poiiit: The function f'C 
is decreasing as it approaches x — c'anid is' increasing afterward. We q& 
say that the function X has a local minimum value at x = c — that is, nea^:; 
X =.c, all the values of /(x) are greater than /(c). 

Our reasoning here has been geoinetric and informal. To make om; 
conclusions more precise, let us now consider a graph that represents van 
ations in some physical quantity such as temperature, resistance in an elec 



Figure 3.1 

V 



Dec 15, 1936. 



A. VON SCHROEDER 
BANGER HANDBAGS AND THB LIKE 
Filed March 12, 1935 



2,064,133 




Patented Dec 15, 1936 2j064,133 



UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 

2,06U33 

HANGER FOB HANDBAiGS jANp THE UKE 

Albrecht von Schroeder, Denver, Cido. 
ApiMieatfon Mateh Vt, 1935, Serial No. 10,672 

IBdaims. (CL 248— 214) . " 



Tbis inventiim relates to improvements in f old- 
Ing stUHDorts for handbags and the like. 

Ladies ordinarily cany handbags of diff^nt 
sizes and when th^ go to a restaurant for meals, 

5 or sit down at a card table, the handbag must 
either be laid upon the table, or held in the lap. 
both ways of which are inconvenijent. Since 
women usually carry money and other valuables 
in' their handbags, it is nece^ary to keep them in 

10 view at all times, to prevent unauthorized persons 
from obtaining access to them. 

It is the object of this invention to produce a^ 
hook or support of such construction that it can 
be readily carried in the handbag and which shall 

13 be so designed that it can be used for supporting 
the handbag from the edge of a table and which 
makes it possible for a woman to keep her hand- 
bag within sight and easy reach when seated at a 
table. 

20 The improved support or hook that forms the 
subject of this invention will now be described in 
detail and for this purpose reference will be had 
to the accompanying drawing on which it has 
been illustrated in its preferred form and inrwhich 

25 Figure 1 is a fragmentary perspective view ot a 
card table showing a handbag supported from the 
edge thereof by the improved hook; 

Figure 2 is a section through, the edge of the 
table, taken on line 2—2, Figure 1, and ^ws the 

30 hook in place thereon, the handbag being indicat- 
ed by dotted lines: 

Figure 3 is a section taken on line 8—3, Figure 
2. but shows only a portion of the hook; and 
figure 4 is an edge elevation of the hook show- 

35 ing the same in folded position and ready to be 
inserted into the handbag. 

In the drawing, reference numeral 5 designates 
the top <^ a table, which in Figure 1 has been 
shown as an ordinary card table provided with 

40 foldable legs 6. The hook 7 is formed from a wire 
or rod of any suitable material such as steel or 
brass, and whose surface may have any desirable 
flniRh such as nickel, silver or gold plating. The 
hook is so bent that it resembles, in a general 

45 way, the letter 8, the upper loop 8 being quite 
large in comparison with the lower loop 9, all as 
shown in Figure 2. The end 10 of loop 8 is direct- 
ed downwardly and has its center in a plane x-^ 
which passes through the center 1 1 of the loop 9. 

50 End fO is flattened and its sides lie In spaced . 
planes perpendicular to the plane of the hook. 
End 10 is provided with an opening for the recep- 
tion <tf the pivot pin 12. A plate 18, which may 
be either drcidar or oblong; is provided on its 

55 upper sdrfaee with two lugs or ears 14 that are 
spaced to receive the end 10; and provided with 
openings for the reception of the pivot pin 12. 

Plate 18 can be turned about pivot 12 from ttie 
posltUm shown In Figures . 2 and 3 to the position 

00 shown ill Rguie4; in the latter position the book 



can be said to be folded and can be easily put : 
into the handbag or a pocket. 

When the hook is to be employed for supporting 
a handbag or any other object, the plate 13 is 
turned from the position shown in figure 4 to 6 
that shown in Figures 2 and 3^ and the hook is put 
into position over the edge of the table in the 
manner shown in figures 1 and 2. The flat sur- 
face of the plate engages the table top and pre- 
vents it from becoming scratched or marred. The 10 
under surface of the plate may have a covering I S 
of rubber or felt if desired. 

After the hook has been put into position, the 
handbag, designated by niuneral 1 6, may be hung 
by its handle 11 from the loop 9. It will be seen 15 
from the drawing that the hook can swing about 
the axis of the pivot 12, but not in the opposite 
direction. The handbag can be supported in 
either closed or open position, and when it is open, 
the owner has ready access to it at all times, whldl SO 
is a great convenience. 

After the hook has been used, it is removed 
and the plate 13 turned Into the. position shown 
In Figure 4« in ^i^ilch position it takes up veiy little 
space. . 25 

Although the hook. Is primarily intended to 
suppOTt handbags, it Is evident that it can be em-. . 
ployed for .supporting any other articles such as 
clothing. 

In the claims the words "upper" and "top" are iso 
employed to designate the end of ttie hook hav- 
ing the enhffged loop and the "bottom" or "lower" 
the end having the small loop 9. 

Having described the invention, what is claimed 
as new is: 35 

1. A support comprising in con^iiination, a hook- 
portion of si^»tantially 8-shape^ the upper loop 
being larger than the lower and adapted to ex- 
tend over the. edge of a table top, the lower bop 
serving as a hook to support an object, the 
end of the upx>er loop terminating .in a portion 
\rtioseaxls extended intersects the lower loop, and 
a plate attached to the end of the upper loop by 

a pivot that Is perpendicular to the axis and lies ^ 
in the plane of the hook-portion, saiid plate serv-. 
ing to contact with a supporting surf^ 

2. A support comprising in combination ahook- 
pdrtlon of substantially a*shape, the end of the 
upper loop being directed d^nmwardly so that Its 50 
center line intersects the lower loop, the end of 
the upper loop having a plate attached thereto by 

a pivot pin that lies in the plane, of the hook-por- 
tion and is perpendicular to the center line of .the 
end of the loop, the plate being rotatable about 55 
the pivot from a plane perpendicular to the center 
line and Into a plane parallel with the idane of 
the hodk-portlon. 

AISEUBCBT VQH SCHBdEDBR. 60 
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6 dictionan' results for: swivel 

Dictionao'^ com^^ - Ote Trt/s Soi/rce - Share This 

swivel [swiv-u/j I] Pronundation^Key - S.how IPA 
Pronunciatrpn noun, verb, -eled, -eMng or (especiatiy British) - 
elled, ~el-ling. 

-noun 

1. a fastening device that allows the thing fastened to turn 
around freely upon it, esp. to turn In a full circle. 

2. such a device consisting of two parts, each of which turns 
around independently, as a compound link of a chain, one 
part of which turns freely in the other by means of a headed 
pin or the like. 

3. a pivoted support allowing a gun to turn around in a 
horizontal plane. 

4. a swivel gun. 

5. a device attached to a loom and used as a shuttle to weave 
extra threads In the production of small figures, esp. dots. 

-verb (used with object) 

6. to turn or pivot on or as if on a swivel: He swiveiedhis chair 
around. 

7. to fasten by a swivel; furnish with a swivel. 
-verb (used without object) 

8. to turn on or if as on a swivel. 

[Origin: 1275-1325; ME (n.), equiv. to swiv- (weak s. of OE 
sw/7an to revolve; c. ON sw/a to turn) + -el instrumental suffix] 

"-Related forms 
swiV'eMIke, adjective 

DictJonary.com Unabridged (v l.i) 

Based on the Random House Unabridged Dictionary, $ Random House, Inc. 2006. 
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Produce rigging hardware sponson 
Shackle, Clip, Tumbuclte, Hook Quick link. Wire cable, PLug etc. 
www.H~quality.com 

Metal Stools 

High quality metal stools at factory direct prices. 
www.SeatingDepot.com 

Swivel 

Swivel at a great deal! Swivel on eBay Motors. 
www.eBayMotors.com 



AmeriCdnJieritageMictionarY^ - Cite_This_^Sq.urce - Sharfijhis 

swiv*el ^ (swTv'al) Pronuncratjon^Key 

n. 

1. A link, pivot, or other fastening so designed that it permits 
the free turning of attached parts. 

2. A pivoted support that allows an attached object, such as a 
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3. A gun that turns on a pivot. 



V. swiv'eled or swivelled, swlv*el'ing or swiv>el*ling, 
swiv'els 

V. tr. 

1. To turn or rotate on or as if on a swivel. 

2. To secure, fit, or support with a swivel. 



V. intr. 
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To turn on or as if on a swivel. 



[Middle English swyvel.] 



(Powntwd. .Now or Buy.the. Book) 

The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fourth Edition 
Copyright €> 2006 by Houghton Mifflin Company. 
Published by Houghton Mifflin Company. All rights reserved. 

CITE THIS SOURCE j PRINT 



Online Etymology, pictiona^^^ - Gte.Xhis.SP.urce. - Shar^ This 
swivel (n.) 

1307, from frequentative form of stem of O.E. verb swifan "to 
move In a course, sweep" (a class I strong verb), from P.Gmc. 
*swipanan (cf. O.Frls. swiva "to be uncertain/' 0,N. svifa "to 
rove, ramble, drift"), from PIE base *swei- "swing, bend, move 
in a sweeping manner.** M.E. swive was the principal slang for "to 
have sexual intercourse with," a sense that developed c.1300. 
This probably explains why, though the root is verbal, the verb 
swivel Is not attested in l^od.Eng. until 1794. 



Online Etymology Dictionary, ® 2001 Douglas Harper 
CITE THIS SOURCE | PRINT 



swivel 

noun 

1. a coupling (as in a chain) that has one end that turns on a 
headed pin 

verb 

1. turn on a pivot [syn: piypt] 



WordNet® 3.0. 2006 by Princeton University. 
CITE THIS SOURCE ) PRINT 

Webster's,M ' Qte This Source - 

^hiSfrisfhjiS 

Swivel 

Swlv"el\, n. [AS. sw[=l]fan to move quiclcly, to remove; al<ln to 
Icel. svelfia to whirl, shake, sv[=l]fa to ramble, to turn. See 
Swoop, and cf. Swift a reel, Swift, a.] 

1. (Mech.) A piece, as a ring or hoolc, attached to another piece by 
a pin, in such a manner as to permit rotation about the pin as an 
axis. 

2. (I^ll.) A small piece of ordnance, turning on a point or swivel; 
called also swiYel.guni. -Wilhelm. 

SymeLbridge, a kind of drawbridge that turns round on a vertical 
axis; a swing bridge. 

SwiyeLhpok, a hook connected with the iron strap of a pulley block 
by a swivel Joint, for readily taking the turns out of a tackle. 

Swivel joint, a joint, the two pieces composing which turn round, 
with respect to each other, on a longitudinal pin or axis, as In a 
chain, to prevent twisting. 

Webster's Revised Unabridged Diaionary, €> 1996, 1998 MICRA, Inc. 
CITE THIS SOURCE | PRINT 



W(sbster!,s,ReyisedMnabridge<J,,Djctionary, - CiteJJiis_Spuixe • 
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Produce rigging hardware sponsored unks 

Shaclcie, Clip, Turnbuclce, Hook Quick link. Wire cable, Plug etc. 
www.H-quallty.com 

Metal Stoots 

High quality metal stools at factory direct prices- 
www . Seati ng Depot.com 

Swivel 

Swivel at a great deal! Swivel on eBay Motors. 
www.eBayMotors.com 

Robot System Products AB 

Industrial robot peripherals Tool Changer, Swivel, Gripper 
www.robotsystemproducts.com/ 

Swivels, Snaps & Clevises 

Shop Cabela's for swivels, snaps & clevises. 100% satisfaction, 
www.Cabelas.com 



^ 1 swivel j^^^g 
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TOADEMARK OFFICE 



Re Application of: 



Examiner: Le, Tan 



Shelly Lenna Bauerly 



Group Alt Unit 3632 



Application Serial No. 1 0/763,426 



Declaration 



Filed: January 23, 2004 



Ronald R. Shea 



For: Piuse Hanger 



2540 Country Hills Rd. 
Apt 192 
Btea^CA 92821 



Board of Patent Appeals and Inteifermces 
P.O. Box 14S0 
Alexandria^VA 22313-1450 



DECLARATION OF LENNA BAUERLY 
UNDER37 S CFR L116(e) and 1.68 



I, Shelly Lenna Bauerly, am the named inventor and owner of U.S. Patent Application 
No. 10/763.426 by Bauerly, entitled "Purse Hanger," filed on January 23, 2004. 

The development of a working model of the claimed invention consisted of numerous 
experiments, including many designs that failed to achieve the design initiatives. 

The design of Ae rigid arm and diain combination, as described in the patent application, 
that would remain stable when supporting a purse fiom a taUe top, was only achieved 
after that experimentation and failure by actual models. 

Addititmal experimentation with various designs was undertaken to develop a means of 
reducing the likelihood that a purse and hanger would be knocked off a table by a slight 
bump or bnish of a passer-by. Various rubber and cork surfaces were not sufficient to 
prevent the purse hanger fiom sliding off of a table when brushed by a passer by. 
Attempts to suspend a pursiei sufRciently far under a table to minimize biudbing resulted 
in impractical designs. Evmtially, the swivel joint described in die invention was 
concfeived to allow the purse to rotate freely when bumped, thereby relea^ng rotational 
energy without tte purse hanger pivoting off a table top due to that rotational energy. 
When experiments woe conducted with this design, it greatly enhanced the stability of 
the purse hanger when a purse hanging therefiom was bumped or brushed by a passer-by. 

I certify under penalty of perjury that I have actual knowledge of all claims and assertions 
set forth in die foregoing statement, and that foregoing statement is true and aco I 
am aware Aat willful false statements and fite like are punishable by fine or 
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imprisonment or both under 18 U.S.C. § 1001 and may jeopardize fte validity of the 
qtplicatlon, or any patmt issuing thereon. 

Signed by my hand this 10* day of May, 2008 




Patent AppttcatianMo. 10^63.426 Page 2 of 2 



Declaration of Leiuia Baueriy 



